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tXt followeth y* Ooppy of an ould parch- 
ment booke devided into seaven lines, and 
seaven of the pedegrees lives & deathes of 
the Percies from fower discents afore the 
Gonquest to y* Earles sone y* was kild by 
the Gomons at Thirsk in Henry the vij^ his tyme. 
It is in ffolio & conteines eight leaves of parch- 
m* whereof the first word is (here) & the 
first tre beeinge (H) is a greate red 
h^ & is in length from y* ffirst 
line to the seaventh line. 

Now followeth y* booke conteininge 
76 Devisions of Seven lines. 




ittttnt of f^t 
aoe & com* 

Jmre ti&e 



^^lpr«nicftn0 & Anouall bookes of Kinga 
jBb Of ^"'^^■i'' Loi^s ^ estates royalt, 
'SSDecIaretb y* descent w*^ many notable things 
t tbeire fatall ends and tbeire Acts martiall. 
Yet a true descent & Linage spettall, 
in diverse places confused in the bookes 
it is hard to find but if a tonge looke. 
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^"Nl^er^forr I have concluded rudely as I can 
E|^ In a ppetuall memory for a P?sident 

Of the noble Pearoy bloud maintaifl of many a man 
Here to entitle of ancient proofe evident. 

Soe liberal! a linage, a stocke soe nSent soe j^potent 
a progenie of noble blood descended 
ought to bee registred, remembred, & penned. 

^ JS\0 yo' good Lordship my owne good Tiord 
^j(c '^^^ litle poore Treatise I combined 
An infallible witnesse & a true record 

of my true heart & faithfull mind 
To yo good Lordship soe bounteous & kind 
where pow' wanteth & fortunes smilinge face 
onely good will supplyeth the place. 

)lOOte widdowe saith holy scripture 
the vallew of a farthinge oiFred up and sent 
W*^ harty devotion & mind right pure 

Of Christ shee was comended for her good intent. 
W^ a mans true heart hee is best content 
Give mee thy hart man saith hee it is enough 
a poore man god knoweth hath none other plough. 

f soe litle a thinge may bee acceptable 
I have given it yo' Lordship an hundred fould 
Would god my litle cunninge were able 
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To doe yo"" such service as I would. 
But my hart is yo" untill my carcasse be could 
If privy envy the contrary say 
it shall neiS bee proved untill my deaths day. 



[^i»' 




Q,)Mk'gk\y^ most radiant sone of Bighteousnes y* eu? 
'^ deard yo^ 

W"^ is neiS ecclipsed nor lacketh light 
Give yo' good Lordship many good yeares 

& send yo' L^'ship grace & spetiall might 
To oiScome yo' enemies & longe to enjoy yo' right 
; This day this poore New yeares gift to yo' L^'ship 

I psent 
! of harty good mynd and true humble intent. 

And how bee it this matter be compiled w^out science 
or art 




I beseech yo' good Lordship to accept the 
goodwill & ponder the true stedfast hart. 

fcve the Conquest many yeares revolved 

The yeares of our lord nine hundred thirtie & 
the fourth yeare of kinge Alured [three 

of England obtaininge the monarchic 
I As in the second booke of Willia'" Malmesbury Croni- 
1 cles is remembred 

I the progenito" of y* Pcies of stocke ancient in the 
j Countrey 
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Of Denmarke & Norway flowred in hij^h felicity 

& doubtles thoy were of great nobility 
& w* famous Duke Bollo out of the said Countrey 
they came 
when hee tooke his jomey to conquer Normandy 
w^ many a noble man. 

nil WilliiS of Malmesbury in his said second 
booke beareth witnes 
that the Gronicles of Normandy doth plainly ex- 
presse 
The name of the Lord Pcy w^ was associate to the 

forenamed Duke Bollo was called Jeffrey ¥eie 
A right valiant knight gracious & fortunate 

whose father named Mainefreed was fallen into fate. 
The forenamed Duke Bollo gave after his victory 

to the said Lord Geffray Pcy 
Great possessions in Normandy in the Gountrey 
of Artoys as the story sheweth more plainely 

In the third booke of William of Malmesbury 




soone after this Conquest done in Normandy 
This noble & valiant Duke Bollo of holy Baptisme 

received the necessary Sacrament 
And was called Bobert for hee desyred soe 

& L** Jeffrey Pcy w*' devout intent 
To receive the same grace was glad & content 
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& of firance Arch Bidiop of Beine 
They received Ghristendome & Baptizacon 
as Henry of Huntington declareth is his third 
booke of latin traslation. 

^e sde first L^ Geifray Pcy was a right noble lord 
specially accepted for his truth & steadfastnes 
As the sde Chronicles of Normandy doe record 
& after many yeares spent in this vale of wretched- 
nes 
Almi^ty god called him to bis mercifull goodnes 

In his Gelestiall pallas rewarded to bee 
whom succeeded his eldest sone & heire L"*. W". Poy. 

ife first Lord William Percie sone to the 
first Lord Jefiray Pcy borne in Nonnandy 
And Regent of the same made and ordained by the 

first Richard Duke of Normandy 
Was L^ of Artoys a knight of noble fame 

sone & heire to him had his Grandfathers name 
ffor the second Jefiray Lord Percie hee was callM, 
as his GrandfatU? height - [knight. 

& to god & to his prince hee was a faithfull true 

9^ second Lord Gefiray Percie goodly issue had 
the second William Lord Pearoie borne in 
-^ Nonnandy 
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W** prospered after his father the Second Lord 

Jeffray Pearcie & was substantial! and sad 
And as the ffrench Chroniclers doth expresse 
' & notify, for his valiant acts <$- faithfulness. 
Spetiall^ hee was made Earle of Poitiers by noble 
duke Richard 
w*** his noble true knights w^ nobles would reward. 



« 
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1)^ second Lord William Pearcie & second Wil- 
Uarn in Normandy borne 
had issue Lord Jeffray Pearcie the third w*^ was 
Prime genitus 
In all vertues right excellent as his elders was befome 
and as the said Annuall bookes of Normandy shew 
unto us 
He had issue the third William Pearcie a knight 
most famous 
sone & heire to him & this third William 
out of Normandy into England with the Gonquero 
came. 



I .'■> 




f)tjBl said third Lord William Pearcy as the Chro- 
nicles doth tell 
w* kinge William Gonqueror was in favour spe- 
cially, 
Hee found none more stedfast amonge all his Goun- 
cell 
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therefore hee promoted him in favour singularly 
£For his merits & his manhood hee loved him corde- 

aUy 
& into the Boreall parts hee willed him to resort 
a noble Lady caused him to marry named Em de 

Porte. 




^ 



X0 Lord William Pearoie the third had his Na- 
tivity 

in Normandy the first here of that name 
In England after the Conquest as yee shall after see 
w** to this day hath floured w^out reproach or 
shame 
ffor ffaith & fastnes alway reputed in brute and fame 
flfrom the Conquest downe lineally my matf? shall 

pceede 
& if it bee not elegant, yet a true history shall yo"' 
reade. 

S the vertuous Lady Emme de Port his wife 
goodly Jssue hee had w"^ right prudent were 
Alane the £Gm3t, Jeffrey the ffourth in England after 
the Conquest Richard the ffirst w"^ the daies of 
theire life 
Spent w* greate hono' & namely w"* goodly feare 
in theire due places I shall declare what they 
were 




16 



But first by order is my purpose & Intenoion 
Of the noble deedes of the first William Pearoie 
; here in England to make mention. 




§ 



t Whitby hee founded & caused to bee builde 
a gracious Monastery of Menkes there to serve 
In the Hono' of god, S*- Peter, & S*^ Hilde 

y* god of his grace the better would him ^serve 
And the pdurable life alsoe y* hee might deserve 
y^ Abbey hee indewed as hee did other moe 
large possessions as this booke will declare & 
showe. 




^e said Monastery first was built of S^ Hilde, 
Daughter to Kinge Edwyn, y* tyme a place 
Of Nunnes of the w^ place shee was the first Abbas 

By inspiration devine but longe after it was 
Made desolate & destroide by the Danes Cruelty 
But the said ffirst Lord William Pearcie soone 

affi y* Conquest 
caused y* said house of Whitby to bee built againe 
as hee thought best. 



cQ> 
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;OU|^m to the first Lord Willia Percie Baynfrede 
a knight 

Was first Por of Whitby inspired by heavenly 
grace 



€ 




I 
I 

Maintaineinge the foundacon & of his Uuckle the 

Eight 
Serlo Pearcy the first the second Prior succeeded 

in short space 
Brother to y* first Lord William Pearcy & first foun- 

d' of y* place 
Boe not onely by martiall acts floured the Pearcie 

name 
but alsoe y* bloud of them were fathers of Ghrists 

Church increasinge vertuous fame. 

Ot6)tl^j5Stanlrtns^ this first Serlo Pearcy the sec- 
ond Por of Whitby 
afterward was the first y* would have wronged his 
bloud 
f&om y* defendinge and foundership of the Abbeie 

to his duty havinge noe regard 
God pardon his soule for hee purposed a damnable 
thinge 
& when this Serlo could not defeate his brother of 
his right by wronge surmisinge 
By craft hee divised & by malice out found 

to cause his house to pay to the Einge ten pound 
At eu?y vacation w** now is raised 
to more large some & bringeth in 
variance to the house & causeth it in greate dam- 
age to din. 
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0^ man may let a religious place 
to give or lend what they list it affordeth but 
a small 
But be it litle or much as shall require the case 

the founders right title it queteth nothinge at all 
ffor when the said Serlo Prior of Whitby had laid 
his traps all, 
yet god in his power would not suffer it to lye 
to defraude the right of the foundership fro his 
brother Lord William Pearcie. 

the Monastery of Whitby ould records bee 
& antient monuments of true remembrance 
That after the decease of Lord William Pearcy 

a Controversy was & alsoe a variance 
Betweene Serlo Pearcy w** was the second Prior of 
Whitby 
& had the gofinance of the said Abbey 
And the Lord Alane the first founder of the said 
Monastery his nephew 
whereupon a wronge title the said Serlo forged out 
new. 

G W Sn^ intitle the Einge as ffounder was the said Pri- 
ors intent 
howbeit the Pearcies title is just, plaine, and evi- 
dent 
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ffor his wrongefull deedes god gave him sore punish- 
ment 
for at longe tyme ere hee departed greate pitty it 
was to see 
W** a contagious Canker rufully vexed was hee 
after hee had greate repentance for in his consci- 
ence hee knew 
that the Lord William Pearcy his brother was the 
founder rightful! & true 
flTor by evidence & deedes under scale w'*' I have scene 
& looked upon 
the just title of the foundation appeareth, objec- 
tion may bee none [ground 
And alsoe scite of the place stands on the Pearcies 
thereupon the said Lord Wiiliam Pearcie his 
Abbey first did found. 




^t first William Pearcie in England was an ac- 
tive man of warre 
& into the holy land hee went at the great voyage 
w* Robert Duke of Normandy to the Conqueror 

of the w"^ greate jomey & dangerous passage 

In his {fourth booke William Moncke of Malmesbury 

right discreet and gage 

niaketh mention where hee treateth of the Noble 

Gt)dfrey of Bulloigne [salem. 

& of the said Duke Robert joumeyinge into Jeru- 
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sYxSlY^^^ many noble deedes done valiantly the said 
jV^SJ William Pearcie 

I before his retume died as WiOiam of Malmesbury 
in the 2 booke doth ex^sse 
In fortifyinge of Ghrists faith and resistinge the 
Turks malice 
& as may bee conjectured in the citty of Antioch 
in Heathenesse 
where numy noble men departed w^ him to heavenly 
quietnes 
after the Citty was gotten as the said William in 
y* said booke beares witnes. 

he said Pearcies hart brought into England ac- 
cordinge to his bequest 
for in the Abbey of his ffoundacon at Whitby hee 
willed it to rest 
This Lord William Pearcie had in Normandy faire 

patrimony possessions & large dominacons 
The names Pearcie Surtum abraude & Ftoris w^ 
liberties 
many of the w^ is faire evidence^ & such probation 
w^ I have seene & read w* advised considera- 
tion 
Whereby it appeareth & is right evident, 
y* y* Pearcies ere they came in w*** the Conquero' 
were noble & antient. 



«' 
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i cOd 
Q^mK^^^ first Alane Pearcie the first WiDiam Pear- 
iSHoSS cies Eldest soue & Heire 

a knight right valiant was, next after 
The first William his father by lawfull succession 

a lady married hee called Em de Gant 
Hee confirmed his fathers grant of Whitby the found- 
ation 
the Monks of Whitby were faine to bee under his 
ptection 
Hee gave to them of reason what they would require 
& they honoured him as founder w^ harty desyre. 

|) Em de Qajit gratious fruite hee had 

William the second, Walter the first, Alane 
The second w^ proved wise and sadde 

& Geffray the second w^ was a right noble man 
To the w^ second Geffray David kinge of Scotland 
gave Hedon, 
& Oxencambe w"^ bee in Scotland and afterwards 
hee 
Gave them to his fathers foundacon of Whitby 
as they have evidence to shewe in theire Monastery. 

^ the said Lady Em de Gant Humanby came fre 
w*** the members thereunto therefore of very 
right 
True founders of Bridlington the Pearcies be 
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I For Gilbert of Gant a full noble kmglit 

j Was father unto this Lady w^ Em hight 
' W"^ Em was married unto first Lord Alane 

I & mother shoe was unto the seoond William. 

6 n^^V^^ first Lord Alane to his foundaccm of Whit- 
^II^Li ^7 S^^® Stokeley 

Newham, Hackies, Thomeley, Ss Brokysey 
The port of the See, & Whitby strand 

w*^ the fforrests, woods, & pastures, lyinge at hand 
By flm de Port his mother in the chapter house ly- 
eth hee 
as true founder where there tombes yo"* may see 
And when the Menkes cometh to theire Chapter 
house of Whitby 
they are bound to name as theire founder the sde 
W^Pearoy 
And to pray for him w* mind most devoutly, 
whose hart there in the said Ghap£ house doth 
lye. 




ojKkf^A^ second WillitS eldest sone & heire to the first 
^^•^ Tg Lord Alane 

succeeded & by Alis his wife daugh? to y* L^ Bofle 
had issue 
Alane the third, Bob* y* flSrst, and the second Bich- 
ard : to y^ monks of Whitby 
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[hee gave in his life ... Leathum in a perpetuall 
memory 
He was the second Lord P^ y* confirmed the fibnnda- 
tion] ♦ 
w^ goodly regard to hinuielfe & his heires reserved 
nothinge 
But the fibundershippe of the Abbey of Whitby & 
I the defendinge 

^|P^^lt^^j$t sone and heire to the second William 
i^i]Jii|^ Alane the third height w"^ w^out issue departed 
The second Bichard therefore the second son to 
William 
the second brother to the third Allane succeeded 
of right 
This Bichard the second left after him but small store 
The third William hS» Eldest sono & heire I reade 
of noemore 
w*^ god sent unto him by his wife Lady Jane 

which was daughter to S"" William Bruse of noble 

fame. 

These before rehearsed in the Chapter house of 

Whitby [astery. 

doth ly monge theire ancestors in the said Mon- 



* These two lines are written in the same hand as the rest of this 
piece ; hut afterwards expunged. 
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A^A f ^^^^ Richards death imediatly the third William 
^^Sr3 succeeded accordinge to right 

I Eldest sone & heire to the second Bichard & next 
him lineally 
This William Pearcy this noble famous knight 

was married to a Lady y^ Mary hight. 
To S' Bobert of Turke daughter was shoe 
a valiant man descended of noble antiquity 

D Lady Mary his wife hee had goodly Issue 
Walter the Second, Alane the fourth, Bichard 
the third W" y* iiij*^ Lord 
ffoure yee may marke w^n theire youth were brought 

up w^ manners & virtue 
But they dyed all children except W y* fourth a 
who was after Abbott of Whitby [Claicke 

reserved by god to some gracious worke 
ffor it is not possible for man to compas in his mynd 
why god taketh one sone, & leaveth here another 
longe behynd. 

f)^ yeare of our Lord A Thousand, a hun- 
dreth, thirty, & three 
This third William founded an Abbey 
Galled Handall of holy women of Gystemensis order 

to serve god in theire verginity [of Arundell 

Hee married EUenor W^ was daughter to the Earle 
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by whom hee had Issue Henery the ffifth 

& the eight William as the Pedegree can tell. 



^t Baronage of Anwicke & the signorie 

was first the Lord Vescy but this fourth 
Henery Pearcy 
Of Anthony Becke Bishop of Durham of noble 
memory 
did purchase it to him & to his heires lineally 
In the xx^ yeare of Einge Edward the first, & of the 
same Bishop of Durham 
the said kinge Edward did purchase his manor of 
And sufiered Alnewicke soe to bee. [Eltham 

in his graces recoi8y of Eltham 
for the Percies more suretie. 

^/^^nDr soe the Pearcies as appeareth Evidently 

as true founders of Alnewicke Abbey 

And of the ffirerys Carmelites called the ffryers whyte 

as well in the South as in the North they bee 

Founders of right. 

For at Hull Parke nere Anwyke is the heade place 

first build for the love of Mary Virgin of all grace. 

10 ffourth Henery gave the Advocation 
of the Church of Gargrave to Salley his Abbey 
of white monckes fre 
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j And hee confirmed the Oharter of the {foundation 
of Whitby hia Monastery & the liberty 
By the said Elinor Henry the ffifth & Willia" the 
Ninth issue had he 
in fibuntaynes church lyeth hee before the Sacra- 
ment 
vf"^ Abbey hee endued w^ greate lands & rent. 



& to say to the said ffountaynes Mallfi Mallu 
moore both two 

Linton & Lintondale thereby 
Amecliffe & Ameclifie cbate alsoe 

& of Pearcie guift the Abbey hath besyde 
ToplyfTe, Beyngton, Difford, & Balderby 

this hath the Abbey of Fountaines & more 
Of the Pearcies guift to augment the Menkes foode 

to pray for the Pearcies they are bound 

& honour the noble bloud. 

^t said Elynor his wife daughter to the said 
Earle of Arundell 
was a constant Lady honourable and wise 
A faire tyme of life was graunte her in this world to 
dwell 
at Semar, a new Ghappell the said Lady did 
devise 
And caused it to bee built in right costly wise 
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and the ffifth Henry Pearcie sone to the ffourth 

Henry next after succeedinge 
founded two Ghauntries for two Priests in the said 
] Ohappell to singe. 

sHll^l^^ Soffaigne noble Lady Elenor wife to the 
y^^ flourth Henry 

Joineth w^ Isabell wife to Lord John Vescy 
founded the blacke ffreeres called the Preohors at 
Soarbrough in the 
honor of god & S^ Dominicke w^ mynd most de- 
voutly 
As it is remembred & Begistred evidently 
in the house of the said ffreeres at Skarburgh 
towne 
god grant them for theire reward a Celestiall 
crowne. 

one & heire to the ffourth Henry the ffifth 
Henry was 
w^ at the battaile of Durham was Oaptayne prin- 
cipall 
Many valiant acts hee did of greate noblenesse 
the Gastell of Ahiewicke hee repaired & made 
more substantial! 
This ffifth Henry a noble Lady married & of An- 
cient blood withall 
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Ydonye lord Clifford Daughter by whom had hee 
foiire sones & three Daughters as hereafter yee 
may see* 

^tt^ the sixt, Boger the ffirst, Thomas y* ffirst, 
Sc the sixt Richard 
of the yonger brethren I shall first expresse 
Of Henery the Eldest sone & heire I shall speak 
afterward [did possesse 

Boger the ffirst the second sone Dfllton Pearcie 
Richard the sixth the third sone in his yonger age 
did decease 
Thomas* the first sone Bishop of Norwich a father 

of holinesse 
w^ builded the Gastell of Wresill aa Qironicles 

write 
& gave it to his brothers sone w°^ Thomas height. 



gf/nflt the said Henry three daughters the names I 
XJy shaJl teU 

Isabel], Margret, & Elynor to William of AthoU 

was married Isabell 

And Margret despoused w^ greate honour to Robert 

Humphrevill [hower 

sone & heire to the Earle of Anguish in a blessed 

* Ob. 8. Aug. 1369. 43. £. 3. [MS. note.] 
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To the Lord ffitz water Elinor was wedde 

many yeares together [a most*] gracious life they 
led. 

t0 fflfth Henry at Alnewicke lyeth in the MoQ« 
astery 
god grant his sowle everlastinge glory 
Lady Ydondye his wife w^ was circumspect ft wise 
in Beveriey minster is tombed in right costly 
wise. 
And at the same minster shee founded a ohauntry 
men may see 
of the w^ the Pearcies patrons perpetuall bee. 
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^ientv^ the sixt Eldest sone & heire to this ffifth 
Henry 

at Semar borne succeeded as was convenient 
Mary daughter to th^ Earle of Lancasf? married hee 

by this said Lady gracious issue god to him sent 
Henry the Seventh, Thomas y* second, Baph the 
ffirst 
& Isabell a daughter w^ was right Prudent. 
And Edward the third gave to him & to the heires 
perpetually 
Warkworth, Oorbridge, Newbome, & Bochebery. 

* In the same Land aa the rest ; bat afterwards expunged. 
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iHfoarli Bailiall kinge of Scots as in Pollicronycon 
I reade 
to the said Sixt Henry for his great Prowes & 
valiant deede 
Specially, faire lands & Lordships gave him beyond 
y* wafi of Tweede 
As to say Lough-Mabans in Affdale, & the ffor- 
rest of Gedworih & Alardale 
And many other Lordships beyond the English 
Pale 
^^ the Bealme of Scotland this ye may see 
I How the Pearcies were had in honor for theire 
I fidelity. 

I cCb 

g l^v^O this Sixt Henery gave the third Edward 
i^gr^v^ the Custody of the Gastell of Berwicke at a 
Parliament 
To him & his heires for ev' afterwarde 

soe the heires of the Pearcies by lineall descent 
And of right title & Justice evident 
Ought of the Gastell Gonstables to bee 
as theire Ancestors were of ould Antiquity. 

^fifll^ this sixt Henry his youngS sone the second 
jLSJ Thomas 

was Earle of Worcester a man of greate noble- 
nesse 



I Made by Edward the Third many a noble act by y* 
sd second Thomas done was 
in the service of the said Kinge Edward in his 
warres & righteous pgresse 
*The Unckle of the said second Thomas Byshop of 
Norwich 
by worthy purpose willed the said Thomas Pearcy, 
The Gastell of Wresill during his life duly, 
& after him to the head heires of the Pearcies 
perpetuaUy. 

6^ HU^^ said sixt Henry Lord Pearcy had the vij 
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Henery, 

whom to Elizabeth Earle of Anguish daughi? & 
hei« hee did marry 
And to the same Henery and Elizabeth 

the said Earle of Anguish that noble Lord 
Gave the Lordship of Prudhoo w^ the appurtenances 

as iaire Evidences doe recorde 
And to the foresaid Henery & his heires for ever- 
more 
whether hee had issue or none by the said Lady 
Elizabeth his daugh£? but or these manages were 
made completely 
Elizabeth departed a Vergin to gods mercy. 



• Th. Bp of Norwich dyed 43. E, 3. [MS. note.] 
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fftn afterwards Margret the Lord Nevills daugh- 
ter his second wife married hee 
by whom hee had issue three sones whose names 
bee 
Henry the eight, Baph the second, & the third 
Thomas 
Margret dyed & after her as fortuned the case 
Hee married Maud Gountesse of Anguesh his therd 
wife 
which mother was to Elizabeth his first wife 
And by the said Maud forthwithall 
The Lord Lucy Lands by her guift came to him 
all. 

0^ this noble man if yee wisely regard 
had faire lands & possessions greate 
flirst by Elizabeth the Daughter, and by Maud her 
mother afterwarde 
of the which noe lawe may his heires defeate. 
Of this matter it needeth noe more to treate 
the seventh Henry was the ffirst Earle & bad his 
creation [tion. 

of kinge Richard the second the day of his corona- 





\ffxg said Lady Maud Lucy as I understand 
married herselfe conditionally to the foresaid 
Seaventh Henry first Earle of Northumberland 
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as to say that the Lord Pearcy should beare con- 
tinually 
The blew Lion & the Lucies siluer in his armes quar- 
terly 

her name hee might not take, issue none had 
shee, 

therefore shee Did bind him to beare her armes as 
in his armes yee may see. 

/^A4i!ir^ honour of Gockermouth came by her shee 
^-® gaue it freely 

to him & to his heires as by the Lawe shee might 
Bearinge the foresaid armes of her in memory 

w*^ the blew Lyon the Braband armes quarterly 
The Seventh Henry had greate trouble in defendinge 
the right 
of his sofiaigne Lord Einge Richard th6 second to 
whom hee was true knight 
And in his quarrell at last one Bramham more for 
his truth slaine was hee 
by the comandement of Henry the ifourth called 
\ Henry Darby. 

Am III 1^^ ^^^ Henry of Derby after hee was entred to 
^fJM this Land 

at Doncaster in the white ffryers was swome on 
the Sacrament 
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To the Seaventh Henry the first Earle of Northum- 
berland 
& to the Lord Pearcy his eldest sone beinge there 
^sent 
With his Unckle the Earle of Worcester y* hee 
I would bee content 

his owne inheritance onely to daime 
> which was the Dukedom of Lancaster w^ of right hee 
should obtaine, 
& not to usurpe the Crowne upon his prince Kinge 

Bichard 
but soone after was periured & of his oath had noe 
regard. 



^ 




ir his wrongefull dealinge & perjury 
as Polycronicon in his life doth plainly ex- 
presse 
God punished him right sore & grievously 
for after hee had taken upon him the Crowne 
wrongfully imediatly stricken hee was 
with the contagious sicknesse of Lepre w^ is a dis- 
ease remediles 
the body of the said Earle of Northumberland in 

Yorke minster doth lye 
at the right hand of the high alter right Honour- 
ably. 



^ 
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C eight Henry, sone to the Seaventh Henry 
bounteous & good 
his father yet livinge was a right valiant knight 
And did many notable acts as became his noble 
bloud 
for defence of his Princes Bealme hee spared not 
to fight 
fTor his sharpe quicknesse & speedinesse at neede 
Henry Hottespur hee was called indeede. 

j^l0 eight Henry the first Earles sone his father 
yet livinge in his foresaid princes quarrelling 
Richard the second was slaine at Shrewsburie 
whose intent was onely 
His prince out of Pontfract from captivity deliver & 
bringe 
of the said Henries innocent death was greate 
ruth & pitty 
A more noble Captaine none might bee 

at the battell of Hummeldon in the field plaine 
Hee tooke Earle Douglesse of the Scotts chiefe Cap- 
taine* 
for hono' of the Bealme hee endured paines greate 
amongst the most valiant Knights hee was worthy 
to obteyne a seate. 

• 8. H, 4. 
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' ^^^^^ honourable man & right noble Lord 
hb&A was faithful] & stedfast therefore unto this day 
Of his faith & Troth ould wryteings record 
Crowne of all vertues is truth I dare say 
Which in the noble Pearcies bloud has floured alway 
in Yorke minster this most honourable knight 
by the first Earle his father lyeth openly in sight. 




)) Elizabeth the Earle of Marches Daughf? issue 
had hee 
Henry the ninth his sone & a daughter as I reade 
Which Daughter was named Elizabeth, two hus- 
bands had shee 
first Thomas* Lord Clifford & wheb hee was dead 
To the second Earle of Westmorland shee was wed 
for this Lady Elizabeth Pearcie as yee may see 
had two honourable husbands of noble ancienty. 




f)^ ninth Henry Pearcy sone to the eight Henery 

And second Earle of Northumberland [nity 

Flowred after his grandfather in Lordship & dig- 

hee married the Eldest daughter of the Earle of 

Westmorland 

Elinor named, at Berwicke w*** greate solemnity 

many yeares hee lived in reputacon & honorability 

• Rectius Lord John Clifford, [note marg.] 
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In his ould age at S^ Albons intendinge his prince 
to save 
Henery the sixt Alas hee was slaine & there lyeth 
in his gve. 




I^e ninth Henry had much gracious Issue 

By Elinor his lady whose names I shall ex- 
presse 
First Henry the tenth his Eldest sone & heire of 
Noble vertue 
Yonge brother hee had first Thomas 
The fourth Lord Egrimond of greate bruite doubt* 
lesse 
then WiHm the ninth, Oeorge the first, Raph the 
third, Richard the seaventh, of valiant prow- 
esse* 
Anne and Eatherin Issue Generall 

of whom by order I shall speake in spetiall. 

oViC Thomas Lord Egrimond by the Seaventh 
Einge Henery 
Promoted, and under his protection 
Rebels & Traytours hee was ay ready to con- 
found 
which against his soveraigne Lord made insurrec- 
tion 
To faith & fidelity hee had zeale & affection 
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at Northampton hee was slayne in his prinoeB 
quarrell & vindication 

of S* Thomas day of Canterbury in the Transla- 
tion. 

^i\S^?MtU(Am Pearcy the ninth a j^late and Bishop of 

Greorge Pearcy the first a Clarcke was learned & 
yertuous 
To serve god hee was content, w^ hartie mind & will 
preistly behavinge himselfe of disposition gracious 
Baph the third & Bichard the Seaventh knights 
right Couragious 
& in Befiley minster the said George was Pre- 
bendary 
& there hee is buried & dayly had in Memory. 

^^^^ |auS^tCtJBl to the second Earle Eatherin and 

!^^ Anne 

honourablie spoused as it was convenient 
Anne to the Lord Hungerford of birth a Nobleman 
Eatherin to the Lord Gray of Buthen after the 
Earle of Eent 
of whom is common right honourable descent 
the second Earle to his blood greate honour in- 
tended 
alas y* soe noble a man by death was prevented. 
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[f)^ said second Earle the ninth Henry of Wil- 
liam of A ton 
Cozen & heire to the Lord Vescy, 
Purchased the foundation of Fembie, & Watton, 

& the patronage of Malton perpetually 
To him & his heires for ever stedfastly, 

The Lord Pearcie by descent alwaies to bee 
True founder of Malton, Watton, & Ferriby 
of the w^ is faire evidence under scale to see. 
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fUv him the tenth Henry th** Earledome did 
obteine [hee 

which was the third Earle, a noble woman married 
Elinor heire to the Lord Poynings, Fit^Pane, & 
Bryan, 
Kinge Henery the sixt in the said third Earle, & 
tenth Henry found greate fidelity 
And for his sake the said Earle oftentymes stood in 
perplexity 
as in conclusion the said Earle in his princes 

quarrell 
at Towton was slaine on the Euill Palme Sunday, 
what should I more say 

j^t0 tenth Henry had one sone issue male & noe 

more [declaration 

the eleventh Henry of whom after I shall make 
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And three daughters Margret, Elizabeth, & Elinor 
Margret to S' William Gascoigne of greate reputa- 

was married & Elizabeth had Copulation [tion 

w^ Lord Scroope of Bolton, and Elinor then 
w^ the Lord de La Vare as her fortune ran. 

>.#Ka{)^ said eleventh Henry Pearcie after certaine 




yeares 

after much trouble & adversity 
Succeeded to the Earledome amonge the stately 
Peeres 
a Lady hee married of Ancient & high degree 
Daughter to th"* Earle of Pembrooke, & Lord Herbert 
was hee 
Mawd was the name of his vertuous Lady, 
Wise, politique, prudent, & allwaies gratious 
& to her true servants a Lady most Bounteous. 

^^9 Lady Mawd his wife faire issue hee had 

First the twelfth Henry his eldest sone w"^ 
enioyeth his heritage 
William the tenth the second sone a knight valiant 
& good 
Alane the Seaventh the fourth sone a Prelat hon- 
ourable & sage 
Joceline the fourth & the fourth sone of the said 
Henry of vertuous corage 
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of whom I shall declare now in Bpeciall 
Elizabeth dyed a Vergin in her tender age. 
Lady Elinor of soueraigne & vertuous courage 
Despoused was right honorably to the duke of Buck- 
ingham of noble Linage 
Anne the younger sister a right Prudent Lady 
To William Lord Materuers & soe consequently 
sone & heire to the Earle of Arundell of noble 
memory. 

i^t0 noble Earle in King Henery the Seauenths 
tyme 

by the Insurrection of the Comons at Thirske was 
slaine in y* cause of his Einge 
horrible mischiefe, O most Cruell Cryme 
in our dayes hath not beene scene soe detestable a 
thinge 
Theire awne naturall Lords the Comons soe murther- 
inge 
hee godly comandinge them in the Kings name 
to doe but theire duties to theire Prince to keepe 
themselfe from blame. 

ani) Knights & gentlemen that day w^ him hee 
led 

to whom hee gave fees & was right speciall Lord 
But in his greate neede all sodainely they fled 
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there was some priuie treason, tbe troth to record 
Alas in theire conscience they have cause to remord 
to forsake him whereby hee lost his life 
at BeOey Minster hee lyeth & alsoe Lady Mawd 
his wife. 

n the w** Minister five Priests bee found 
dayly to singe & Masses to say 
For Lord Henry & Mawds soule as they bee bound 
& for theire ancestors deceased devoutly to pray 
At an Altar by his Tombe they singe ei?y day 
& three Bead men hee founded there alsoe to coa- 
tinue & pray alway 
which now the ffifth Earle & the Twelfth Henry doth 
maintaine & uphold 
right devoutly for hee reputeth holy prayer more 
then treasure or gold. 

^e ffifth Earle eldest sone & heire 

to the fourth Earle right gratious & good 
Hath married a vertuous Lady Katherin Spencer 
mirror of humility, descended of the Noble Somer- 
sets bloud 
To Einge Henery the Seauenth annexed by consan* 
guinity 
Here I would ad more as it becometh mee 
Yet my pen should bee pure from all partiallity 
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but bee at whose comandement this simple worke 

I translate 
loveth bett' short sentence then a matter to delate. 

[^ Lady Eatherin his wife god of his benignity 




^^'Jlf^ Hath sent him goodly finite gratious & ami- 
able 
first Henry his eldest sone & heire w*** is the thir- 
teenth Henry 
indued w*^ vertues, Cuninge, & Manners laudable 
Thomas Pearcy the fifth his second sonne wise gen- 
tle & affibble 
Ingram Pearcy the second the third sone w*^ hath 

graces manifould 
god grant them to bee his seruants good men & 
ould. 



Hitherto are the words of the aforesd 

Parchment booke truly copied. 

Finis Historiae Percior^. 
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eistob. ti>e ieameli 



TO HIM WHO HAS SO SUCCESSFULLY 
UiLUSTilATED THR LITBRATURB OF THB 
PORTUGUBSB, AND PLACBD BEFORB US IN AN 
ACCESSIfiLR FORM THB POBTIC BBAUT1E8 OF THAT 
LANGUAGR,— AND WHO IN THIS RRSPECT SO CLOSKLT RBSBM- 
BLES THE SUBJECTS OF OUR MEMOIR, INASMUCH AS 
THET IN LIKE MANNER ILLUSTRATED A LAN- 
GUAGE, OBSOLETE BUT NERVOUS AND 
FORCIBLY DESCRIPTIVE, TO 

JOHN ADAMSON, K. T. S. & K. C. OF PORTUGAL. 

CORRESP. MEMB. ROY. ACAD. OF 6CIBNCE8 OF LISBON, 

Fa 8* A*, F> lit Si, F< R* Oa Sa, OtCa, OtC*, OCCa, 

THIS FBBBLE ATTEMPT AT THE WORTHY COM- 
MEMORATION OF TWO OF THE MANY DIS- 
TINGUISHED NATIVES OF NEWCASTLE 
UPON TYNB IS RESPECTFULLY 
DEDICATED BY THB 
EDITOR. 



The votamia (MB. iBVtan 888 in Hw. Brit.) of AngiivftiTfMi HooiUiM 

timadated Itj aUabcth SMob^ lialoigtng to the laaidowiie earies wee 

pifdHdupbyMr. J.O. HallhrDllintlie nei^boiniliood of Osted,aiid eoU 

when that genttamaa'e ooDeBtJan of MBS. wm d tip oe ed «t, whan it wae 

bought flor the Mneaam. UB. UgaUm 818 la n eoDeetlim hj WiDhm 

XMeb. Betfata aeya miaUwith Etatob made the ftwahnllee of the 

tfpe whloh load Chief Jvatlee Faiter had eut iir the Baxon 

Chraaunar; the ponehea and mattloea of wfaieh 

Mr. P ew j et'a aon p a eaa nte d by the handeef 

Bdwaid BoweJioaw to the Untvar-j 

ai^ of Oacfbad. 
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li^abetb antt maiiita eiftth 
tbt tmiatnt^uroatit* wet tfit 
itAfttU at dpt tonotodig inr> 
mofr, faijtfrli has htm tomiifUtt 
toftjb eomt li^ar front bardnut 
av^tntit iontttt. fiitiobP 
littrttrs^mtHatt* anb otfitv 
ptixdtlf antliorCtCttf $atir tittp' 
tftftb tt« toftib 4efr tftornt of 
mfurtnaHon, to^flt aUttCtfonal 
aiAr {iftiifrto ttn^otilf^ett fnfonnatfon iai httn affi>rlitlr 
toft^ no nfgsartr fianlr. iSnr t^tcial titanfet an Kite 
to tf. (S. ffiallartf, rtq., of Konlion, lolio ftMflrr^ ran>> 
«acftfnfi tfec i&xiifj^ 0xatnm for tttmnliI6^ttr tnattrr, 
tolbtetr io(t( tjit orjt&iaU maim of tpe lettettf alrcatrg 
yiAlf^rn ; to ift Cvtffbtrt ^faty, for nracfi scneral 
fn&mnatfon locanj! SffMoMt ; to ^a&tt 9I[ft<, nlq., 
of raor(r(tK»(ifrt, for a totninattftatCoii re 
rt^tttfns a fatnflp, tit ortjbosn^j^ 
of to^oM name tfo nsarli! 
rMtnAItV tiat of ottr nortj&mi rate, a« to (nVnrt Hm to 
tJMnlt tjbrai iUcntftal; to tjie Sfttb. iElofitrt iHiSiittait, 
rtttor of CQIEnston htftnMfjr, for fnfonnatfon rr^tct' 
fne tf^arlt« (fiftot, 9. 0., o^rttttttAlor fn ttit ICbtns; 
to ^amf« ^c^itU l^allftotn, e«q. for barfotw notrf ; 
ana to ^oj&n ^onsi fiitfioU, t«^,, of KonSon, t^ 
fn man|! iaa$i mattrfall]; OMEttttr, anU profltrtU for 
xa an Tntrottnctfon to ottr late antftnt anH rebertlr 
frftntr, tit sRtb. mOlfam tfbtid of Z,am&e4^ 
totio, to Hit ii* obm toorlit, toaH " a mtm' 
Her of an oDi firanti of tit famflj;," 
iDfitnTe onr rmfntnt #B;onf«t« 
i^ranjj; 

«. 5R K., at iBeftitagtie, 
ttii0 aeas, 

BArnt):Q)(f. 




^tksf^*A ^^Ad 
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iStlUam ann (SXifubtti (Bimb. 



vt family of Elstob derived 
their local designation from 
a village of that name in the 
County of Durham, and were 
proprietors of lands and 
resident in the neighbour- 
ing hamlet of Foxden from 
a very early period ; but probably, their history, and 
their actions, how brilliant soever in their day, would 
never have received mncb attention from the historian 
had it not been, that two of their descendants have 
immortalized their names by their unprecedented and 
extraordinary literary labours, and that to in a lan- 
guage, little known, and certainly but little appreci- 
ated, except by the learned few. 
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iR&lp{) (Sl^tOb) seoond son of Charles Elstob, 
of Foxton, county of Durham, and father of the sub- 
jects of this memior, was born in 164! 7. He married 
in the church of All Hallowes, 20 Oct. 1672," Jane 
daughter of William Hall of Newcastle, merchant,^ 
who survived him but a short period.® 

Ralph Elstob was one the Incorported Company of 
Merchant Adventurers, and was elected sheriff of the 
town in 1686. Of this Ralph, then, came the learned 
brother and sister, who, at an early age, were left 
orphans and very slenderly provided for, by the death 
of their father in the year of the great revolution^d 

Cfjarletf €lmb, D^Dm brother of the 
father, and, in consequence, uncle of the Saxon Scho- 
lars, was bom (probably at Foxton^ county of Dur- 
ham) in 1650. Nothing is known of his eaily history. 
He was installed prebendary of Canterbury in 1685, 
and in 1691 was entrusted with the guardianship of 



» Reg. All Scs. 
i> By Magdalene, daqghter of William ap HumphreyB of Penrfayn, 
county of Glamoigan. 

"" She was buried 1 March. 1691-2. 
<* He was buried in S. Nicholas', Newcastle, on April 13, 1688. 
His other issue was baptized in the same church. We find, 2 
May, 1687, a tailor's apprentice being fined for abusing a master 
craftsman and a soldier «att Mr. Elstobbs shopp,** where probably 
they were engaged in the purchase of cloth. — fTailora* Bka,j 
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Jhifl nephew and niece.* He was of the University of 
Cambridge and chaplain to Charles Seymour, Duke 
of Somerset (who married the sole daughter and 
heiress of Josceline, 11th and last Earl of Northum- 
berland) while that nobleman was Chancellor of the 
University. Through this connection he was pre- 
ferred to the living of Tillington, Sussex. It is be- 
lieved that he resided here constantly, except when 
his prebendal stall at Canterbury required his pre- 
sence there ; He died suddenly during divine service 
in the Cathedral on Nov. 18, 1721. A daughter 
Elizabeth was baptised here in 1692, but it is doubt- 
ful whether any other memorials of his family occur 
in the registers of the parish.^ He was succeded in 
this benefice by Dr. John Cannon, of Jesus Coll. 
Cam. who was also chaplain to the Duke of Somerset. 
It was the custom of this powerful nobleman always 
to have two chaplains in attendance upon him, and 
whenever any of his preferments fell vacant, it was 
offered to the senior, who was obliged to accept it, 



« Tindal*8 Cyesham. 
' He had also Anne» Charles, (who was living 1716) and Matilda. 
The doctor administered to the goods of the brother Ralph, which 
had not been administered by Jane his widow, on 14 Nov. 1692, 
being then of Tillington, and a prebend. He married Matilda, 
daughter of Thomas Payne of Petworth. Will dat. 30 Aug. 1716, 
proT. 8 March, 1721.*^/n/brm. Sir C Sharp.) 
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whether valuable or otherwise, and the Duke imme- 
diately applied to his vice-chancellor to recommend a 
successor. In this respect Dr. Elstob was fortunate ; 
for at that time this living was the most desirable of 
any in the Duke^s vast patronage.^ 

Wiilliam €lmb^ a^a^^^was bom Jan. l, 
1673,i and received the earliest part of his education 
in the Boyal Free Grammar School in Newcastle up- 
on Tyne. At about eleven years of age he was re- 
moved to Eton where he continued five years. From 
Eton, by the advice of his uncle Dr. Charles Elstob, 
who was also his guardian, he was placed at Catharine 
Hall in Cambridge, in a station below his birth and 
fortune. This, and the air not agreeing with his con- 
stitution, which was consumptive, was the occasion of 
his removal to Queen^s Coll. Oxon. where he was a 
commoner, and continued there till 23 July, 1696, 
when he removed to University Coll. Queen's Coll., 
it should seem, was at that time a nest of Saxon 
Scholars, and to this study Elstob applied himself 



' Information of "Rev, Rob. Ridsdale, rector of Tillington* 
^ He was free of the town Oct. 1695; and administered to the 
goods of his father, which were unadministered by the widow, 30 
July, 1696, then called of Newcastle, gent. — (Infortru Sir C Sharp.) 

* Reg. S. Nicholas. 
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with extreme diligence^ He was indeed extremely 
well versed in the Saxon tongue^ 

Here, by the friendship of Dr. Charlett,^ master of 
that coellge, Dr. Hudson, &c., he was elected fellow in 
the same year, being then B. A. June 8, 1697 he 
took the degree of M. A. 

In 1702 he was, by the Dean and Chapter of Can- 
terbury presented to the united parishes of St. 
Swithin and St. Mary Bothaw, London, by procure- 
ment, no doubt, of his uncle the prebendary .°^ Elstob 
and his sister lived in Bush Lane, near London 
Stone, close to his curacy of St. Swithin. 

According to a letter of Elizabeth^s to Mr. Bal- 
lard, her brother was chaplain to William Nicolson, 

^ Surtee8*Dur. 

k In literatara et antiquitate Septentrionali pneclare eruditas Wil- 
lielmus Elstob CoIIegii Uniyersi talis apud Oxonienses socius dignis- 
simas.'^ Hickes, Dissert. Epist. p. 98. 

* AoioDg Ballard's MS. Letters, yoL xiij. No. 29. is a letter from 
Dr. Arthur Charlett to Mr. Elstob, dated Aug. 26, 1700, con- 
taining some Runic, Saxon, and Latin Poetry, <* in obitum serenift- 
simi Principis Wilhelmi Ducis Glocestrensis." 

™ St. Mary Bothaw, after the fire of London, was united to St. 
Swithin ; and as the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury were patrons 
of the former, and the Salters* Company of the latter, the two in 
corporations haye an alternate patronage, and the turn at this time 
was in the Dean and Chapter. The liyings together were at that 
time worth 140A a year; but have sioce augmented to 833^ 6t. 8tL 
(Lit Anec) 



14 

bishop of Carlisle. Nicolson was consecrated 14 
June, 1702 ; and it was probably shortly after that 
he was appointed chaplain ; but it must have been 
titular, not domestically so. 

In February, 1713, upon a prospect of a vacancy 
at Lincoln'^s Inn, on the promotion of Dr. Francis 
Gastrell to the see of Chester, he solicited Lord 
Chief Justice Parker for his interest, that he might 
be appointed preacher there. In the letter he wrote 
to the Chief Justice on the occasion, which was in 
the hands of the late Thos. Astle, esq., he intimates 
that he had not met with success in the world, an- 
swerable to his merits ; and it is certain he had not, 
nor was he more fortunate in the present application. 
He proceeds to observe '' that he had been a preacher 
in the city eleven years, and diligent in his profession, 
as well as laborious in other matters, without seeking 
or finding such assistances as are both useful and 
necessary to such as converse with books.**^ 

This was his only preferment ; and with the very 
usual fate of men of letters attached to abstruse and 
unfashionable literature, he complained of evil days, 
poverty, cold patrons, and neglected eflForts. 

While resident at Univ^. College, the very learned 
Dr. Hickes solicited him to give a Latin translation of 
the Saxon Homily of Lupus, and prevailed. The or- 
iginal, with the Latin version, is inserted by the Dr. in 
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his Epistolary Dissertation.'* The epistle dedicated to 
Dr. Hickes, thereunto prefixed, is dated Univ^. Col- 
lege, V. Id. or 9 August, 1701 ; Mr. Elstob being 
then joint tutor in the college with Dr. Olavering, 
late bishop of Peterborough, and in possession of a 
transcript of the original Saxon made by Junius, to 
which he hath added not only the Latin version be- 
fore mentioned, but also many excellent notes. He 
styles it '^ the first fruits of his labours in the Saxon 
tongue." 

Before Elstob left Oxford, he printed, with large 
additions, a neat edition (the fifth) of the celebrated 
Roger Ascham'*s Epistles ; to which he subjoined the 
letters of John Sturmius, Hieron. Osorius, and 
others, to Ascham and other English gentlemen, 
Oxford, 1703, 8vo. He dedicates it to Robert Heath, 
esq. his familiar friend, to whom he had been assis- 
tant in his studies.^ 

Mr. Elstob was author of '* An Essay on the great 
Affinity and mutual Agreement of the two Profes« 
sions of Divinity and Law, and on the joint Interest 
of Church and State, in Vindication of the Clergy''s 
concerning themselves in Political Matters.'^^P Lend. 



° P. 99, et seq. "^ See the Dedication, 

p •• Mr. Pegge wrote to Mr. Ashley, Nov. 1776, that this wag so 
scarce and unknown, that Mr. Philip Carteret Webb, insisted upon 
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8yo. To this his friend Dr. Hickes wrote a preface 
of two pages.4 

The only criticism of the book which we have met 
with is that of Thoresby, who says, " concluded the 
learned Mr. Elstob's Essay on the Affinity of Divinity 
and Law, which some censure as too high, as Mr. 
Gunter^s Jus Gentium is too low ; and perhaps a 
medium might be better than either .''^'^ 

Soon after he was settled in his benefice in Lon- 
don, he published " A Sermon upon the Thanksgiving 
for the Victory obtained by her Majesty'^s Forces, 
and those of her Allies, over the French and Bava- 
rians near Hochstet, under the conduct of his Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough. By William Elstob, 
A. M., Eector of the two united Parishes of St. 
Swithin and St. Mary Bothaw, London ; and Ghap- 

it that there was no such work. He desired roy ad?ice ; and I sent 
hifti an abstract or view of it from the present book to Mr. Baker, 
I think, which stands in St. John's College library,* Cambridge. 
^Tis a thin 8vo." T. F, — Mr. Gough has a copy ; and it is not 
very scarce.'* f^ Nichols. J 

'^ Thoresby, Ducat. Leodiens. p. 129, and the IVI.S. Life of Mrs. 
Elstob. Hence he says to Lord Chief Justice Parker, in the letter 
above mentioned : ^ Your Lordship's kind opinion of the respect I 
have for the English laws will, I hope, make this address at least not 
impertinent." Indeed his sentiments on this head are most evident^ 
from his design, hereafter to be mentioned, of publishing a new ed- 
ition of the Saxon laws. 

' Thores. Diar. ij. 183. 
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lain to the Right Reverend Father in God William 
Lord Bishop of Carlisle ;'' London, 4to. 1704. The 
text was Ps. ciii. 10. Also, "A Sermon on the 
Anniversary Thanksgiving for her Majesty's happy 
Accession to the Throne. London, 1704.'" The 
text I. Tim. ii. 1, 2. 

In 1 709, his Latin version of the Saxon Homily on 
St. Gregory'^s Day, which he presented to his learned 
sister in a short Latin epistle, was printed at the end 
of her fine edition of the Saxon original. 

" Mr. Elstob published the larger Devotions' which 
the Saxons made use of at that time in their own 
language, which from probable conjectures he fancies 
was the performance either of ^Ifric, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, or of Wolfstan, Archbishop of York.* 
And to shew the world that they did not contain any- 
thing but what is pure and orthodox, he has obliged 
the public with a faithful translation of them.^ 

Elstob maintained an intimacy and correspond- 
ence with the learned Humphrey Wanley,"" was well 

* At the end of the first volume of Dr. Hickes's « Letters which 
passed between him and a Popish Priest.*' London, 1716, 8vo. 

* See £l8tob*s Letter to Dr. Hickes, prefaced to the Devotions. 
"* Mr. Ballard's M. S. Preface to Orosius, mentioned ante. 

^ He calls Mr. Wanlejr (in the MS. Orosius mentioned after- 
wards) Amicus noster perhumanus doctissimusque. This is extremely 
natural, as Wanley had been a student in Univ. ColL See Hickes' 
Thesaurus, v. iii. p. 00. 



1 
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known to Dr. John Batteley, archdeacon of Canter- 
bury, and to Sir Andrew Fountaine, who, reciting 
the names of those who had furnished him with Saxon 
coins for his tables, speaks of Mr. Elstob m the fol- 
lowing terms: ''Nee non reverendus Magister Elstob, j 
qui pro eximid su& humanitate mihi communicavit 
Iconas nummorum quos ipse habet Saxoniconem et 
quidem rarissimorum ; atque etiam copiam mihi fecit 
nunmiorum, quos possidet reverendus 0. (lege J.) 
Batteley archdiaconus Gantuariensis ; sed dolendum 
est, hosce omnes ad me baud prills delatos esse, 
qukm exculptse fuerint tabulse; nee interim licere 
eosdem commode tabulis inserere ; cum fuerint omnes 
nummi regis Ethelredi, modb unum excipias qui erat 
Ethelstani, et quatuor qui erant Edmundi.^ To the 
above learned authors and antiquaries, may be added 
the great lawyers, John Fortescue Aland, esq., and 
Lord Chief Justice Parker.* As to Strype, Elstob 
seems to have cultivated an early acquaintance with 
him. He communicated to Elstob a copy of an un- 

^ Sir And. Fountaine, in Disser. pnemiss. Tabulis Numm. 
Sax. p. 166. 

' He begins the letter to Lord Chief Jus. Parker thus: << Your 
Lordship was pleased to do me a great deal of honour when I was 
permitted to wait upon you with Mr. Fortescue ; the learned con- 
versation, and kind treatment, and generous promises of favour, by 
which you then made me your Lordship^ debtor, call for my largest 
acknowledgements, &c. 
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edited epistle of Roger Ascham/and Elstob in re- 
turn translated for him the mutilated discourse of 
Sir John Gheke on Superstition, printed with Elstob's 
letter to Strype, prefixed to Strype's Life of Cheke. 
Sir John Cheke translated Plutarch's Book on 
Superstition into Latin, and premised a Discourse of 
his own upon that subject in the Latin tongue. A 
castrated copy of this Discourse, after it had lain 
long in obscurity, was discovered by Elstob in the 
library of Univ. Coll. ; and he, as Strype tells us, 
not only courteously transcribed it for his use, but 
also voluntarily took the pain of translating it into 
English." The version is accordingly printed at the 
end of Strypes life of Cheke, 1705. There is a par- 
ticular concerning this piece of Cheke^s, which is well 
worth noting ; several pages, believed to contain the 
arguments of the author against the various super- 
stitions of the Church of Some, are wanting in the 
original ; and Elstob, who always entertained a 
thorough detestation of the Popish innovation, sup- 
poses, with reason, that those sheets were surrep- 
titiously taken out of the work by the famous Obad- 
iah Walker, when he was master of Univ. Coll., and 
had power over the MS. in the reign of James II ; 



^ £l8tob*8 Edition of Ascbam's Epistles, p. 379. 
' Adv. prefixed to Strype's life of Cheke. 
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the **PapiBtB'^ he observes *' being remarkable for 
their clean conveyances that way.*"* 

William Elstob was particularly useful to his sis- 
ter, in the great advances she made in literature, as 
likewise in her publications. This she testifies, both 
in her preface to the edition of the Saxon Homily, 
and in the MS. life of her brother. 

'^ To his parents,^ says his amiable sister in her 
MS. " while they lived, he was a most dutiful son, 
affectionate to his relations, a most sincere friend, 
very charitable to the poor, a kind master to his ser- 
vant, and generous to all, which was his greatest 
fault. He was of so sweet a temper, that hardly 
anything could make him shew his resentment, but 
when anything was said or done to the prejudice of 
religion, or disadvantage of his country. He had 
what might justly be called an universal genius, no 
art or science being despised by him ; he had a par- 
ticular genius for languages, and was master of the 
Greek and Latin ; of the latter he was esteemed a 
good judge, and to write it with g^at purity ; nor 
was he ignorant of the Oriental languages, or of the 
Septentrional :^ He was a great lover of the antiqui- 



* £lstob*s letter to Strype, in Strype's life of Cheke, where by 
Oh. is meant Obadiah Walker, as is evident from p. 275. 
^ Among Dr. Rawlinson's printed books in the Bodl. lib. is a 
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ties of other countries, but more especially those of 
our own, having been at the pains and expence of 
visiting most of the places in this nation that are re- 
markable either for natural or ancient curiosities; 
architecture, paintings, sculpture, &c. What time 
he could spare from the study of divinity, was spent 
chiefly in the Saxon learning, in which he was a 
great proficient." 

Thoresby, who visited London in 1708-9, tells us 
that on 22 Jany. he '' visited Parson Elstob, who 
has published the most correct edition of Roger 
Ascham'*s Epistles.'*'*' On July 4, 1714, he again 
says " Mr. Elstob preached very well, &c. I dined 
with the learned author and his ingenious sister.'*'^ 

We are informed by his accomplished sister,^ that 
her brother had made a collection of materials to- 
wards a history of his native place ; that he had col- 
lected a vast number of proper names of men and 
women formerly used in the Northern countries ; and 
that he likewise wrote an essay concerning the Latin 
tongue, with a short account of its history and use, 
for the encouragement of such adult persons to set 



Copy of Spelman*8 Concilia, very rich in MS. notes, transcribed by 
Mr. Elstol) from Somners' copy in the Cathedral Library at Can- 
terbury. 

' Thoresb. Diar. ij. 27. ^ Ibid. 229. • In her MS. Ufe. 
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upon the beginning of it, who have either neglected 
or been frightened from receiving the benefit of that 
kind of education in their infancy ; to which is added 
some advice for the most easy and speedy attain- 
ment of it. What has become of these collections is 
wicertain ; bat, as Elstob was a most excellent 
Latinist, his observations on that language must 
have been highly acceptable to the public, and there 
is reason to regret the loss. 

But the most considerable of EIstob*s designs was 
an edition of the Saxon laws, with great additions, and 
a new Latin Version by Somner, notes of various 
learned men, and a prefatory history of the origin 
and progress of the English laws down to Conqueror, 
and to Magna Gharta. Of which Mr. Ballard writes 
thus: '^Mr. Elstob had spent much time and pains 
in preparing for the press a very valuable edition of 
the Saxon Laws, both in print and manuscripts ; of 
which learned performances, there is a great charac- 
ter given, both by Dr. Hickes in his dedication pre- 
fixed to his first volume of Sermons, and by John 
Fortescue Aland, esq. in his preface to the book of 
absolute and unlimited^ Monarchy, But as the pro- 
posals for that work have fallen into my hands, and 

' Read Kmited, 
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as they will give a more perfect idea of the perform- 
ance, I will here add a transcript of them. 

" Proposals in order to a new edition of the 

Saxon Laws. 

'' I. That those Laws which Mr. Lambard and 
Mr. Whelock published, be published again more 
correctly. 

'' II. That the laws of King Ethelbert, with those 
of Edric and Hlotharius, and whatever else of that 
kind is to be met with, either in the Textus BoffensUy 
or in any other antient MSS. judged proper to be 
inserted, be also added. 

'^ III. That that of J. Brompton, and that of the 
most antient translations, be considered and com- 
pared, and, if thought convenient, be likewise printed. 

'' IV. That an entire new Latin translation be 
added of Mr. Somner^s. 

" V. That such various readings, references, and 
annotations of learned men, viz., Spelman, Selden, 
Junius, D'*Ewes, Laet, Hickes, &c., be adjoined, as 
shall serve to illustrate the work ; with what other 
observations occur to the editor, untouched by these 
learned men. 

** VI. A general preface, giving an account of the 
origin and progress of the English Laws to the Nor- 
man Conquest, and thence to the Magna Charta. 
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** VII. That there be particular prefaces, giying 
80 far an account of the seyeral kings, as concerned 
their making laws. 

*^ VIII. An addition of proper glossaries and in- 
dexes.""* 

The death of Elstob prevented, as Ballard says, 
the publication of this useful performance ;^ but this 
is the less to be lamented, as the learned Dr. David 
Wilkins, prebendary of Canterbury, has since obliged 
the world with a work of the same kind ; and yet I 
think Mr. Elstob'*s design promised to be more copi- 
ous and large than the Doctor^ especially in respect 
of annotation and elucidation. 

He was prevented also by death in another pro- 
ject, which was to give us King Alfred's paraphras- 
tic Saxon version of the Latin historian Orosius. 
Notice of this intention wo have from Dr. Hickes, 
who, speaking of Mr. Elstob, says, ^' ^Ifredi B. qui 

s Ballard's MS. Preface, cited ante. 
^ Concerning which see Thoresby Ducat Leod. p. 129, and Dr. 
Wilkins^s '' Prsefatio ad Leges Saxonicas". Wilkins in his preface 
mys: — "Hoc Gulielmas Elstob, in Uteris Anglo- Saxonicis yersa- 
tissimus, prsestare institoerat. Hinc Wheloci vestigia preraens 
Leges, quBs edilio ejus exhibet, cam MSS. Cantabrigensibus, 
Bodleiano, Roffensi, et Cottonianis contulerat, versioneque nov& 
adomare proposuerat, ut sic Leges antea jam publici juris factse, ejus 
operi et studio emendatiores prodiissent Vemin morte immatorA 
prsreptns, propositum ezequi non patoit.'* 
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(tBlt^tHbtt^ <ZEl0tO!l ^ was bom in Newcastle up- 
on Tyne, on September 29, 1 683, and baptized in the 
parish church of St. Nicholas, on 7 October following, 
so that she was ten years younger than her brother. 

Her mother, who was a great admirer of learning, 
especially in her own sex, observed the particular 
fondness her daughter had for books, and omitted no- 
thing that might tend to her improvement so long as 
she lived. She had just completed her accidence and 
Grammar when the death of her mother, when she 
was about eight years of age, put a stop to her pro- 
gress. Deprived of her father^s protection, and the 
advantage of her mother^s instruction, she and her 
brother were committed to the care of Dr. Charles 
Elstob, their uncle and guardian, who impressed with 
a notion that one tongue was enough for a woman ^ 
seems to have repressed her literary habits. How- 
ever, the force of natural inclination still carried her 



4 She was living when Ballard published his memoirs of the 
learned Ladies of Great Britain, 1752> but is not mentioned in that 
work, probably from this very circamstance. Otherwise, Ballard 
corresponded with her, and had her in his highest esteem, on ac- 
count of her uncommon learning and accomplishments, and doubt- 
less would haye done all proper honour to her on that occasion, had 
circumstances permitted it 

B 
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to improve her mind in the best manner she could ; 
and as her propensity was strong towards languages, 
she, with much difficulty, obtained leave to learn the 
French tongue. But her situation in this respect was 
happily much altered when she accompanied her bro- 
ther to Oxford, who being impressed with more liberal 
sentiments concerning the education of women, very 
joyfully assisted and encouraged her in her Saxon and 
other studies, where also they were constant literary 
companions. 

Her tmderstanding appears to have been of that 
slow, but steadily progressive character, which often 
outstrips genius itself, in the race of literature. 

Her brother was particularly useful to her in the 
great advances she made in literature, as likewise in 
her publications. This she testifies, both in her pre- 
face to the edition of the Saxon Homily and in the 
MS. life of her brother. 

But her most remarkable characteristic, as she inti- 
mates,' was her being the first English woman that had 
ever attempted the Saxon language, a tongue, antient 
and obsolete ; and in all probability, it may be added, 
is the last. But she was an excellent linguist in 
other respects, being not only mistress of her own and 
the Latin tongues,^ but also of seven other languages. 

' in her Ded. to Sax. Horn. '^ Epis. Fratria ad earn, citata ante. 
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And she owed all her skill in the learned tongues, 
except what may be ascribed to her own diligence 
and application, to her brother.* She was withal an 
excellent antiquary and Divine, as her Homily, and 
other works abundantly testify. 

In 1702 she accompanied him to London, whither 
he went to fulfil his clerical duties, and under his eye, 
translated and published an " Essay on Glory,^' writ- 
ten in French by the celebrated Mademoiselle de 
Scudery." 

Thoresby^ says (in speaking of a visit to Lon- 
don, January 22, 1708-9) that he "visited Parson 
Elstob and his ingenious sister'^ who " presented me 
with her translation of Monsieur Scudery of Glory, 
froin the French/"' On another occasion he terms 
this book " Mad. de Scudery's Essay upon Glory, 
done into English by another ingenious lady, Mrs. 
Elstob, who presented it to me.**^* 

She also informs us in her life, that " she had 
transcribed all the Hymns from an antient MS. be- 
longing to the Church of " Sarum." This transcript, 

t Amongst other MSS. which she transcribed for her brother, 
was a Saxon translation of S. Athanasius's Creed, first printed in 
the Conspectus, which, in 1708, Dr. Wotton gave to ihe world of 
Dr. Hickes*s valuable Thesaurus. 

" Literary Anecdotes. ' Thoresb. Diar. ij. 183. 
" Ibid, ij, 27-8. » Ibid. 87. 
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in small quarto, was, (about the beginning of the 19th 
century) in the hands of a London boolpseller, intituled 
"Cantica, Hymnos, Symbola Fidei, et Preces ex 
Psalterii pervetusto Godica Manuscripto in Ecclesia 
Sarisberiensi conservato Elizab. Elstobia descripsit 
Anno 1708;' 

It also appears that she had published a French 
version of Roger Ascham's Epistles, which had been 
published in England by her brother ; for Thoresby, 
under the same date, mentions that she has already 
printed a French version (of Ascham) with some com- 
posures of her own/' He proceeds to informs us that 
she '^ is going to oblige the world with some Saxon 
tracts/and particularlya correct edition of the Psalms 
that of Sir John Spelman''s being intolerably bad ; to 
which end she has learnt the Latin as well as the 
Saxon ; she draws and paints curiously ; they [she and 
her brother] both wrote Saxon mottos in my album.''" 



7 By a work of her brother*8 it appears that she materially assisted 
him in preparing and adorning an edition of Gregory^ Pastond, 
(Epistola Fratris ad earn supra citata et laudata) a work which 
was probably to include both the original, and the Saxon version of 
it 

< Thoresb. Diar. ij. 27-8. This work, however, she did not pub. 
lish. Wanley in a note on Elizabeth in the Catalogue of the 
Harh MSS. vol 2 p. 29. No. 1397 art. 10, says <<Ionly here 
take leave further to observe that Mrs. Elstob is very much im- 
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Shortly after this interview, our authoress thus 
writes to Thoresby : 

WonTHY Sm, March 22, 1708-9. 

The favour you did us when you were in town brings 

proved both in writing and drawing, since the year 1710.** (Inform, 
Mr. E. O, Ballard. J 

The armorial bearings we have figured, are, the first of them, given 
in the Carr MS. of the Mnyors and Sheri£fs of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, but the second is quoted by Surtees from the College of 
Arms as <* Party per pale, gules and vert, a fleur de lis argent,** and 
is perhaps the veritable coat <* Burke gives a crest which is totally 
unauthorized. The simplicity of the coat denotes high antiquity, 
and shews that it was granted before crests came into use.*' — So said 
the Rev. Wm. Elstob to whom we have alluded in our prefatory 
remarks. Surely he must have inherited something of his illustrious 
relative*8 artistic talents : He was a man of great neatness in all that 
he did, and drew and painted illuminated letters and the like, with 
much skill. For nineteen years before his death he occupied his 
leisure hours in the collection of examples of every variety of the 
domestic, military, and ecclesiastical architecture of England and 
Wales, accompanied by dissertations written with marvellous neatness 
on drawing paper. These valuable collections were chronologically 
arranged, substantially bound in eleven thick folio volumes, and de- 
posited in an oaken cabinet made on purpose to receive them. 
Besides these he had other valuable collections in three folio volumes, 
seven quartos, and many unbound. On the 18th of March, 1845, 
he writes,'* On account of the very severe weather, which has so long 
prevailed, I have been laid up, and often so unwell as to be unfitted for 
anything more than amusing myself with looking over my collections 
and observing where they are susceptible of improvement. The iaane- 
diate subjects of them certainly appear very complete : but I am still 
going on with certain additions. One of these is the annexing of good 
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this troaUe apon 70a ; firsts to letnni our thanks for that 
favour^ and to assure you that both my brother and my- 
self were very sorry that we had not the happiness of 
seeing you again^ and likewise to give you the trouble of 
this specimen^ which you were so kind as to say you 
would show among your friends. The frontispice to the 

portraits to the principal mansions before inserted as specimens of Eng- 
lish domestic architecture in each successive period. The other, in 
serving in a corresponding manner a long chronological series of every 
style of church architecture that has been used in this country. This 
has been advanced further than the preceding improvement ; and it 
consists in adding to each style of building some excellent specimens 
of monuments of the departed, in the same chronological order. I hope 
to write a better letter next time. Be assured I feel as kindly 
towards you, as if I had known you from a child, on the principle of 
' those who came at the eleventh hour* and ' wrought but one hour,** 
I shall be seventy years old on July 5th next. Qu. you ?** Poor 
old man he did live till the day in question, but departed from among 
us on the 30th of the same month, and was buried in his church 
yard of Lambeth. He was a corpulent and companionable anti- 
quary, and was bom in Stockton, being the second son (there being 
three) of Luke Elstob, a linen draper of that place. His mother 
was one of the three daughters of Joseph Thursby of Newcastle* 
wine-cooper. She lost both her parents when very young. We 
believe William Elstob entered the church late in life ; was L. L.B. 
at Cambridge, 1807* and held for a short time the living of Skelton 
in Bedfordshire. In his early days he lived much in Newcastle, and 
always retained a great affection for the place. Upon his going to 
reside in London, he became a frequent contributor to the Gentle- 
man^ Magazine, as well in archaeologic matters, as in obituaries. 
His widow survives but there has not been any issue. (Letters of 
his to the editor; and inform, of Miss Davis of Newcastle, and «/• 
O. Nichols, esq. of London, J 
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Homily I desire you will accept ; it is St. Gregory giving 
Commission to St. Augustin to preach the Gospel in Eng- 
land : there will be other ornaments^ as borders and letters^ 
which will make the book somewhat dear, but I would 
willingly have it as beautiful as possible. I design a 
Latin translation, which, I hope, will not make it less 
acceptable to the learned. If any are so kind as to encour- 
age this work, I b^ the favour of their names ; because I 
design to print them. Be pleased to accept of my brother's 
humble service, with mine, and excuse this from 

Your most humble servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob. 
Pray, Sir, give my brother's and my humble service to 
Dr. Tomlinson and his lady,^ when you see them.^ 

A while after she again writes to Thoresby, who 
appears to have been very active in her behalf : 

Worthy Sir, May 6, 1709. 

I AM quite ashamed that I have not much sooner re- 
turned my hearty thanks, for the great trouble you have 
given yourself, in procuring so noble a number of encour- 
agers to my work. My brother and myself have both 
been very mtich out of order, and I was in hopes of meet- 
ing with some opportunity of sending this, without adding 
charge to the trouble I have already given you, but hav- 
ing been disappointed, I cannot defer any longer my 
acknowledgment of your great civility, and my own obliga- 
tion. IVIy brother joins with me in service to you. He 

* Robert Thomlinson, D. D., vicar of Newcastle. 
^ Thoresb. Corres. ij. 147* 
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has many things to do^ if he had leisure and encourage- 
ment ; King Alfred's translation of Orosius, he has ready 
for the press^ and a great many materials towards the 
Saxon Laws, and a promise of more. He would be glad 
to publish Gregory's Pastoral^ after the Homily, and 
being a University college man, would willingly publish 
all that King Alfred did. I continue my resolution con- 
cerning the Saxon Psalms, which I set about as soon as 
possible, after the Homily is done. I received the bill at 
sight, and sent your letter as soon as I received it, I 
humbly beg you will accept my thanks for your many 
favours, and believe that I am. Worthy Sir, Your most 
obliged humble servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob.® 

In due time she brought out the Homily of St. 
Gregory on the Birth-day, that is, the Death-day of 
that Saint, giving an account of the conversion of the 
English from Paganism to Christianity ; including a 
Latin version by her brother ; under the following 
title : — 

" An English-Saxon Homily on the Birth-day of 
St. Gregory: anciently used in the English-Saxon 
Church. Giving an Account of the Conversion of the 
English from Paganism to Christianity, Translated 
into modern English, with Notes, &c. By Eliz. El- 
stob. London: Printed by W. Bowyer. m.dccix.'* 

• Thoresb. Corres. ij. 163. 
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This is a pompous book, in large octavo, with a fine 
frontispiece, tail pieces, and initial letters.*^ Thoresby* 
gives notice of this intended publication, and styles 
her the ^^ justly celebrated Saxon Nymph^^ 

After publication she writes to him thus : 

Worthy Sir, Bush-Lane, Oct. 10, 1709. 

Your kind inquiry after my brother's health, and mine, 

^ These were engraven by Gribelin, although Michael Burghers 
was at that time engraver to the university. The countenance of 
St. Gregory was taken from Th waiters '^Ephraim Syrus," Oxon. 
1709. As regards her support in Newcastle and neighbourhood, 
she could have no reason to complain, for her list includes a very 
considerable number of persons (nearly forty) locally born or inter- 
ested, who appear to have assisted her in this matter with great 
readiness : among the number are the vicar, Nathaniel Ellison, 
D.D,; Leonard Shafto, rector of Gateshead; Dr. Pickering, preb. 
of Durham and rector of Sedgefield; Henry and William Mil- 
bourne, William Hutchinson, and Matthew Fetherstonhalgh, mer- 
chants ; Robert Fenwick, the mayor ; John Cuthbert, the recorder ; 
Joseph Atkinson, Nicholas Ridley, Matthew White, and Robert 
Eden, aldermen ; William Green, Thomas Hindmarsh, Mark Bro- 
well, Charles Sanderson, Thomas Bigg, John Ord, Ralph Fether- 
stonhalgh, &c., gentlemen ; besides her relatives Charles Elstob, D.D. 
and Matilda his wife, their children Charles, Anne, and Matilda; 
and Mr John Elstob of Foxton, in the bishoprick of Durham. 
Of the ladies too (of whom she so severely speaks in her preface) 
she had a pretty fair sprinkling. 

e Ducatus, 129. 

' Her work was published long before Thoresby's, his dedication 
bearing date 1714 ; but he must have written this passage before her 
book (to which he was a subscriber) was published. 
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was yery obliging ; and we both return jou our thanks. 
My book is at length finished^ and I design to send the 
books on Friday by the Leeds carrier^ and shall be glad to 
hear they are come safe to your hands. As you find it 
deserves^ I doubt not but you will defend it against the 
censure of the critics. In, my last I told you, I had a 
design upon the Psalms^ but since that, Mr. Wanley telld 
me, he is preparing the whole Bible ; of which the Psahns 
make a part. I caunot allow myself to interfere with so 
excellent a person, though he has been so generous as to 
offer me all the assistance he can giye. Haying nothing 
else to do, I haye some thoughts of publishing a set of 
8axon homilies, if I can get encouragement, which I belieye 
will be yery useful ; the doctrine for the most part being 
yery orthodox; and where any errors haye crept in^ it 
may not be amiss to giye some account of them. I am 
yery sorry I cannot at present oblige you with any origin- 
al letters of famous men or women, but wiU make it my 
business to collect what I can, which shall be at your 
senrice. I haye sent you a copy of a letter from King 
Charles the Second to one Mr. Testard, a French Minister, 
which is signed with his own hand, and was sealed with 
the Royal signet. My brother begs the fayour of you, if 
you see his Grace of York, and Mr. Boulter, to let them 
know that he designs to present them both with a book 
by the first opportunity he meets with. This, with my 
brother's and my humble seryice to yourself, is all from, 
worthy Sir, Yours most obliged humble servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob.*^ 

* Thoresb. Goires. ij. 198. 
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- A few daya after, her brother writing on the like 

subject says : 

Kind Sir^ London- stone, Oct. 14, 1709. 

My sister has sent you your just number of sub- 
cripti<Ki8^ and one o^er, bound, which she desires you to 
accept as an admowledgment of your great readiness to 
promote her work. My Lord Bishop of Carlisle wrote 
me word some time ago^ that some papers of your's were 
in Dr. Gibson's hands relating to the antiquities of Leeds. 
He was pleased to desire I would assist in correcting or 
revising the sheets when you print. You may be assured 
I shall foe glad of any opportunity of serving so good 
friends, I am^ Sir^ your most obliged humble servant, 

Wm. Elstob> 

In her '^epistle dedicatory^^ she addresses Queen 
Anne thus: — Madam, It might x seem too great a 
presumption to approach your Boyal Presence in so 
unusual a manner, to address your Majesty in a 
language so out-dated and antiquated, which few 
men, none I believe of the other sex, have ventured to 
converse with, since the time when it was the current 
language ; did not your Majesty's most wise judge- 
ment, and great clemency, allow to it a favourable 
audience, as the language in which your earliest Boyal 
and Pii»a8 Progenitors both laid the foundation of 
those laws, by which you as happily govern, and in 

^ Tbor€8b. Gorres. y. 301. 
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which they received that Orthodox Faith, of which 
you are the undoubted defender,^ Then after ex- 
emplifying the excellence of her subject, and com- 
menting thereon, she continues with " And may your 
Ma/esty'^s life and reign be long, to enjoy those bles- 
sed fruits, in the united thanks and praise of all 
Europe^ the entire and unalienable affections of your 
subjects, and the accomplishment of all those pious and 
glorious designs, which your Boyal inclinations have 
ever pursued, as this must needs be the prayer of all 
your good and truly Christian subjects ; iso it is by no 
one offerM up more ardently and constantly to the 
throne of grace, than by, may it please your Majesty, 
your Majesty'^s most loyal and obedient Subject^ Eliza- 
beth Elstob.**' 

Her preface, which is indeed an excellent and 
learned performance, was particularly serviceable to 
Mr. Ballard, who has made good use of it in evincing 
the advantages of the Anglo Saxon literature, and 
ingenuously acknowledges it/ 

In her preface, after speaking of the doubtful na- 
ture of the reception of her book by certain persons, 
she says, " For first, I know it will be said, What 
has a woman to do with learning ! This I have known 
urged by some men, with an envy unbecoming that 

^ See his MS. preface to Orosius. 
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greatness of soul, which is said to dignify their sex. 
For if women may be said to have souls, and that 
their souls are their better part, and that what is 
best deserves our greatest care for its improvement ; 
furthermore, if good learning be one of the soul's 
greatest improvements ; we must retort the question 
Where is the fault in women seeking after learning ? 
Why are they not to be valued for acquiring to 
themselves the noblest ornament ? What hurt can 
this be to themselves ? What disadvantage to learn- 
ing? But there are two things usually opposed 
against women'^s learning. That it makes them im- 
pertinent, and neglect their household affairs. When 
this happens it is a fault. But it is not the fault of 
learning, which rather polishes and refines our na- 
ture, and teaches us that method and regularity, 
which disposes us to greater readiness and dexterity 
in all kinds of business. I do not observe it so fre- 
quently objected against women's diversions, that 
they take them off from household affairs. Why, 
therefore, should those few among us, who are lovers 
of learning, although no better account could be given 
of it than its being a diversion, be denied the benefit 
and pleasure of it, which is both so innocent and im- 
proving." * ♦ ♦ " I shall not enter into any 
more of the reasons why some gentlemen are so eager 
to deny us this privilege : I am more surprized, and 
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even ashamedi to find any of the ladies ewa more 
tiolent than they, in carrying on the same charge. 
Who despairing to arrfye at any eminent or laudable 
degree of knowledge, seem totally to abandon them- 
•elves to ignorance, contenting themselves to sit down 
in darkness, as if they ^ther had not reason, and 
were not capable of being rightly cultivated, or bring* 
ing them into the light ; but these persons have in 
themselves an answer to all their cavils against learn- 
ing, and their punishment, viz.. The punishment of 
their ignorance, for which they are to be pityM, 
tho^ they are not sensible of it: and a being in 
love with their ignorance, which justly renders them 
contemptible.^ After indulging in this strain for a 
period, she says, " But to leave these censurers to 
please themselves with their own humours and dis- 
oourse. For the satisfaction of more candid readera, 
I shall give some short account of the motives that 
urged me to this undertaking, and of the performance 
itself. Having accidentally met with a spedmen of 
E. Alfred^s version of Orosius into Saxon, designed 
to be published by a near relation and friend, I was 
very desirous to understand it, and having gained the 
alphabet, I found it so easy^, and in it so much of the 
grcmnds of our ptosent language, and of a more par* 
ticular agreement with 0ome wotds which I heard 
when very young in the North, as drew me in to be 
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more inqniritive after books written in that language. 
With this the kind enoourager of my studies being 
well pleased, recommended to me the Saxon Hepta- 
teuch, most accurately published by Mr. Thwaites. 
The matter of that book being well known and fa- 
miliar to me, made the reading of it very easy and 
agreeable, and led me on to the reading of seyeral 
other treatises, and to divert myself with taking 
transcripts from such ancient manuscripts as I could 
meet with. Among these was one I made of the 
Athanasian Greed, which the great instaurator of 
northern literature was pleased to accept from me, 
and to think not unworthy of being published with 
the Conspectus, or account in Latin, which the 
learned Mr. Wotton has given us of his ample and 
learned Thesaurus Lingu'arum Vett. Septentrion- 
alium. This great patron of septentrional studies 
hath even since persevered to encourage my proceed- 
ing in them, and to urge me, that by publishing some- 
what in Saxon I would invite the Ladies to be ac- 
<piainted with the language of their predecessors, and 
the original of their mother tongue. Particularly he 
recommended to me the publication of the Homily, 
♦ • • When I had read it over, and transcribed it 
I made a long dispute of it whether or no I should 
make it English. * * This, I confess, I have not 
done with any great elegance, according to the genius 
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of our present idiom ; having chosen rather to use 
such English as would be both intelligible, and best 
express the Saxon ; that as near as possible, both the 
Saxon and the English might be discerned to be of 
the same kindred and affinity; and the reader be 
more readily enabled and encouraged to know the 
one by the other ; which end I imagine would not be 
answered by a translation more polite and elaborate. 
In following the course of the Homily, I added such 
notes as I thought would be some way or other use- 
ful, or at least diverting.^ She then enters into a 
learned disquisition on the history and doctrines of 
the British Church, the life of St. Gregory, and con« 
eludes her prefatory remarks, by drawing an exact 
parallel between the Church at the Beformation, and 
that as established by St. Gregory in the Saxon 
times. " Having given an account of the Homilist," 
she adds, ''some will expect somewhat should be 
said of the tran^tor, I have been askt the ques- 
tion, more than once, whether the performance was all 
my own ? How properly such a question may be ask'd 
by those who know with whom I live, I shall not dis- 
pute ; but since there are who may have a curiosity to 
know the same thing, who yet respect the decency of 
such a question, that they may be under no uneasiness 
on this account, they may be pleasM to understand that 
I have a kind Brother, who is always ready to assist 
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collei^um sundarit, versianem Orosii libri historiarum, 
qui et Ormesta^ dicitur, Deo sospitante, literario orbi 
aliquando etiam daturus.^"-' Our author had pro- 
ceeded so far in this work as to make a fair copy of 
it with his own hand in th9 Bodleian library in 1698, 
when he was very young, from a transcript of Junius 
taken from a MS. in the Cotton library, Tiberius, B. 
V. 1. Marshal afterwards collated Junius^s trans- 
cript with the MS. in the Lauderdale library, which 
had formerly belonged to Dr. Dee ; and Mr. Elstob's 
copy is collated with the MS. in the Cotton library, 
and there is also mention of the said copy of the Hut- 
ton MS. But this work, though it had been as long 
and so well prepared,^ was never put to the press, but 
came into the hands of Mr. Joseph Ames, at the 
auetion of whose books. Dr. Pegge bought it. Mr. 

* This word is thought to be a corruption of de miseria mundi 
See Prof. Havercamp's Preface to his edition ; but rather perhaps 
of orbis miseria, written abbreyiatelj in the old exemplar, whence the 
MS 3. in being were taken. Or, muto, and misread by the copier 
Ormeata* 

^ Hickes> Dissert. £pis. ad Barth. Shower, p. 98. 
Elstob, speaks of the method he had used in transcribing the 
Saxon Homily above-mentioned, says, he had done it ''iisdem fer6 
verbis repositis quae in Saxonicd olim transfusa vel ex Turnonensi 
Giegorio, vel tao, vel ex Bedi nostrate, vel utroque Diacono et 
Jobanne et Paulo* Ead$m plow roHoM qua jam pridem, OaoaiUM 
a No^ 0lucubraH(mem Mcig.*^ Epist. ad Sororeoo, prsemiss. Lat. 
Vers. HomiUse Saxonicis; whence it should 8eem» he had added a 

D 
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Ames communicated to Mr. Lye his intention of 
publishing it ; and Dr. Pegge offered it to Mr. Man- 
ning with the same view ; but, he declining it on ac- 
count of his other engagements, it fell to the lot of 
the hon. Daines Barrington to become the editor. 
The translation, however, which accompanied this 
edition was remarkably incorrect. Whether his own 
interleaved copy which fell into the hands of Mr, 
John White, of Fleet-street, London, contained any 
amendments, an opportunity for examination has not 
been afforded. 

To revert, however, to the subject of the Saxon 
laws, the publication of which seem to have occupied 
our author'^s chief attention, and given him no little 
anxiety. Indeed he seems to have coveted prefer- 
ment rather for the sake of enabling him the more 
effectively to pursue his literary bent, than for that 
of mere emolument. His views on this subject are 
sufficiently apparent in the following undated letter 
to Wanley : — 

Dear Sir^ 

You may remember the talk which you and I had 
some time ago^ about a Prebendary of Canterbury^ how 

body of notes upon Orosias in a volume separate from the copy he 
had made of the Saxon version, for nothing of this kind appears in 
tlie copy. Perhaps they were intended to be transcribed into blank- 
leaves at the end of the copy, which are numerous. 
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oonyenient that would be to my present design of the 
Ancient English Laws and how suitable an encourage- 
ment to enable me^ in my necessary expences to go 
through with that work. At the same time I expressed 
that confidence in your friendship^ that made me hope I 
should not fail your assistance upon a proper occasion. 
Such a one now offers itself. There being two vacancies 
at Canterbury, one by Dr. Belk, and the other by Mr. 
Nixon, who dyed yesterday. Perhaps if my L<* Treasurer 
were put in mind of me, and were made acquainted, that 
Mr. Somner's Collection of Books are deposited in the 
Library there, which you know is pretty large, and con- 
sisting of a good choice of such books in the Canon, Civil 
and Common Law as he judged proper in the Work I 
have engaged in, and most of them adorned with Annota- 
tions and Improvements in his own hand, his Lo? would 
out of his great generosity, and his known favour to learn- 
ing of this kind, be pleased to give me his patronage^ and 
recommendation to the Queen, for the supplying one of 
these vacancies. I would not desire anything of you that 
might be in any way to your prejudice ; but if it could by 
you be any way insinuated either into my L<* Treasurer, 
or my li^ Harley, how happy I should be and highly 
gratefull for their countenance in this matter, it might do 
me a singular kindness, which I should always own with 
the utmost gratitude. It might give some furtherance 
to this affair to have it represented, — that our City liv- 
ings are very small in revenue, and our expences great 
in comparison. That our Houses are out upon 40 years 
Lease, and we are forced to rent houses for our conve- 
nience. 
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For my part^ yoa know^ that I have neither the 
strength, nor at least the necessary Assurance requisite 
for a man to improve his fortune by popular preaching. 
And yet^ I have been, I believe^ as constant as any one> 
both in residence and preaching, for the ten years I have 
lived in Town. 

That I have made a considerable progress in the busi- 
ness of the Laws, you yourself have been an eye witness, 
and I have since that added much more, and am dayly 
encreasing my stock of materials, so that I hope I shall be 
able to shew the Saxon Laws under a better light and 
reputation than yet they have appeared in, and rescue 
them from that obscurity and collusion with which they 
were disgraced by the Normans* If any thing need be 
added to the testimony of your judgment concerning me, 
in this undertaking. Dr. Hickes, whose judgment few will 
question, will I am sure heartily give me his suffrage, and 
would readily condescend to be an advocate for me. 

As for my principles concerning matters in Church and 
State^ in which I have been long tryed, and ever steddy, 
they are agreeable, so near as I could inform myself, to 
the true state of our Constitution^ and such as are now 
happily professed by Her Majesty and her present Minis* 
try. For whose long life and lasting honour, they have 
my most earnest prayers. 

I have writ to you in haste, because the matter re- 
quires it, and I beg of you to excuse my want of correct- 
ness, being very much indisposed with a violent cold. 
You may communicate as much of this as you please to 
my Lord Harley, to whom I presume to write by the 
bearer. My sister and I send our service to you and 
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Mrs. Wanley^ and all friends with you. I am, dear Sir^ 
Your faitlifull friend and most obliged humble Servant^ 

William Elstob.* 

To all appearance he had written similarly to 
Hickes, who, in enclosing Elstob's letter to Mr. Har- 
ley, writes thus : — " You may be sure the person who 
wrote the enclosed is at a great loss for friends, when 
he made application to me, who have no friend and 
patron but yourself to whom I can speak for myself 
or others. It is in confidence that I may still take 
my usual liberty of addressing you, that I now ap- 
pear in behalf of Mr. Elstob, whose modesty hath 
.made him an obscure person, and ever will make him 
so, unless some kind patron of good learning will 
bring him into light. He is rector of St. Swithin^s 
church by London Stone, and hath set himself to 
give the world a new edition of the Saxon laws, to- 
wards which he hath made a considerable collection, 
which you may see at any time when you are pleased 
to have an account of his whole design. I doubt not 
but that my Lord Keeper hath a domestic chaplain 
of his own, to whom he will think fit to give the pre- 
ferment mentioned in the enclosed ; but, however, if 
you think fit to make his name known to his Lord- 
ship, and his learned design relating to the laws, it 

/ ♦ Harl. M8S. No. 3780, art 134. 
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migbt be of use to him against another time. He is 
a man of good learning, and very great diligence and 
application, and equal to the work he is upon ; and 
the least countenance and encouragement from so 
great a judge and patron of learning as you, would 
make him proceed in it with all chearfulness, as once 
it did actuate me in another undertaking. I am sure 
he would be confounded if he knew I had communi" 
cated his letter to you, which is written a la negligence^ 
as well as in confidence to a friend. Gr. H.^ 

By the foregoing we can easily dicover why Elstob^s 
application for the prebendship should prove fruitless; 
but the munificent patron of literature encouraged 
him in his design, and 11 April, 1711, we find Elstob 
thus acknowledging his obligation : ^' I am deeply 
sensible of the great honour you are pleased to do 
me, in permitting me the use of Judge Hale^s History 
and Analysis of the Common Law of England. I think 
myself obliged inviolably to observe the conditions 
enjoined of not making a transcript, to which I shall 
adhere with all fidelity and thankfulness. I hope 
this letter will find your honour confirmed in that 
state of health, which all who love their country, and 
all who feel the interest of it, must needs think ne- 
cessary for the public good. As no private person 
could be more sensible of the shock which the whole 



^^ 
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nation received in the hazard of your person,^ so 
one can have a more hearty satisfaction in the good 
progress of your recovery, and the increase of your 
power and glory ! My sister desires she may have 
the happiness of acknowledging with me the great 
and imdeserved services with which you have made 
her your debtor, as also your Honour'*s most obedient 
and humble servant. The book shall be returned 
with all possible speed. If your Honour will be 
pleased by Mr. Wanley to limit the time, I shall be 
glad to be confined, that I may not transgress. 

Here it ma^ be pertinent to note that Mr. Geo. 
Ballard, of Gampden in Gloucestershire, made an- 
other copy [of Orosius] from Junius'*s MS. A.D. 
1751, in 4to. and prefixed a large preface, shewing 
the use and advantages of the Anglo-Saxon litera- 
ture. This volume, which is very fairly written, Mr. 
Ballard, bequeathed by will to Dr. Gharles Lyttelton, 
bishop of Carlisle, then dean of Exeter, to whom the 
copy is addressed ; and his Lordship condescendingly 
favoured Dr. Pegge with the perusal of it ;^ who 
drew considerable helps from the preface, relative to 



^ From Guiscard'8 stab. "" Harl. MSS. No. 7624. 
° This copy was left by the bishop to the Library of the Society 
of Antiquaries, of which he was President. 
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the brother and sister, as will be evident in the 
sequel. Both Dr. Marshal and Mr. Ballard seem to 
have had it in their intention to publish the Saxon 
version of Orosius ;° but, however that was, the case 
is clear in regard to Elstob, concerning whom Mr. 
Ballard writes, " It is very certain that the reverend 
and learned Mr. Elstob transcribed it with that view, 
and accordingly printed a specimen of it,P which I 
have seen ; it bore the following title : '' Honnssta 
Pauli Orosii quam olim patres sermone donavit 
^LFREDUS Magnus, Anglo Saxonum Bex doctissi- 
mus: ad exemplar Junianum edidit Wilhblmcjs 
Elstob, A.M. et Coll. Univ. Socius. Oxonise % 
Theatre Sheldoniano A.D. MDOIC' 

After having discharged the duties of a faithful 
and orthodox pastor with great patience and resig- 
nation, after a long and lingering illness, he died 
March 3, 1714-15, and was buried beneath the altar 
table of his parish church of St. Swithin. 

® See Bdlards preface, p. 4>7i and Wanley"^ Catalogue of Sazon 
MSS. p. 86, and Elizabeth Elstob*8 preface to Homily on St. 
Gregory's day, p. 6. 

P At Oxford 1699. 
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and encourage me in my studies. I might say much 
of my obligations on this account, would he permit 
me to express myself at large on that subject. But 
as I think it no shame to me to take any advice where 
it may be so easily obtained ; so I should think it 
unpardonable to be guilty of such a silence, as might 
make me seem averse to all acknowledgment. I 
have little more to add, than my thanks to all my 
encouragers, which have far exceeded the number I 
could have expected to a first attempt ; the greatest 
part whereof have done me a great deal of honour 
by the countenance both of their quality and learning, 
and to all I am one way or other obliged for their kind- 
nesses and good esteem. I am very glad to find so 
many of the Ladies, and those, several of them, of 
the best rank, favouring these endeavours of a begin- 
ner, and one of their sex.'' 

The following letter to Thoresby exhibits some- 
thing further of her pursuits at this period : — 

Worthy Sib, London, Feb. 7, 1709-10 

Your's, which I received last post, made me very much 
ashamed that I had not sooner acknowledged the favour of 
your first, an answer to which had, I assure you, been 
begun some time agOj but I was hindered from concluding 
it by a great cold, which very much affected my eyes, and 
by some other interruptions, otherwise I should have pre- 
vented that ill-opinion I have deserved from you of being 
negligent. I humbly beg you will mitigate your charge 

G 
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of Yoaitj, which I should justly deserve^ did I not esteem 
it a yerj great honour to be permitted to a correspondence 
with so learned a gentleman as yourself. After having 
b^ged pardon for my omission^ I hope you will accept 
my thanks for the favours you have done me, and your 
obliging approbation of my work. If, in the printing of 
your's or in any thing else^ my brother or I can be any 
way serviceable^ you may command our best assistance. 
The copper-plates you inquired about cannot be printed 
off without the rolling press. I am very glad to hear you 
received the papers safe^ which I left with Mr. Wyat^ of 
whom I received half-a-crown, as likewise I received the 
1/. 12«, 6d, in full^ for the subscriptions you were so kind 
as to get for me. Your account of the coins of Ella> which 
were found in your country^ is new to me^ and very oblig- 
ing^ it being a confirmation of that conjecture^ that several 
places have derived their names from Ella. I should be 
much indebted to you for an account of the picture of the 
famous Hilda^ or any other of the Saxon ladies^ either in 
stone or glass* I am beginning to prepare a volume of 
Saxon Homilies, of which I at present have by me two 
very ancient manuscripts from the Cottonian Library. I 
am with all imaginable respect^ worthy Sir, Your most 
obliged humble servant, 

Elizabbth Elstob.^ 

Soon after the publication of the Homily on St. 
Gregory, she visited Canterbury, as well for the pur- 
pose of seeing her relations and friends, as for the 

^ Thoresb. Corres. ij. 225. 
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benefit she hoped to derive from change of air, and 
an unoontaminated atmosphere, as for some time 
past her sedentary labours had told visibly upon her 
constitution* While here, she became acquainted 
with a young lady of great learning, who wished to 
become conversant with the language in which our 
authoress was so proficient. For her she intended to 
have written a Saxon Grammar, and had made some 
progress in the work, and even published in 1712 a 
specimen of her "Saxon Grammar in 8®;^ but 
circumstances removed her pupil, and in a great 
measure her friendship, and, for a time (in conse- 
quence of attention to more extensive literary la- 
bours) the project was laid aside.^ 

These were an intended edition of the Homilies, as 
an announcement of which she put forth to the 
world : — " Some testimonies of learned men in favour 
of the intended edition of the Saxon Homilies, con- 
cerning the Learning of the Author of these Homi- 
lies, and the Advantage to be hoped for from an 
Edition of them. In a Letter from the Publisher to 
a Doctor in Divinity. London, W.'Bowyer, 1713."' 

Thoresby, however, intimates that she had resumed 
her intenti(Hi as to her Granunar, for on a visit, July 4, 

^ Nichols : Literary Anec. 
^ Pref. Sax. Oram. 
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1714, he states that he " dined with Mr. Elstob and 
his ingenious sister, who besides the Saxon Homily, 
(to which I have subscribed) hath in the press also 
a Saxon Grammar/^" In the next year she pub- 
lished in quarto, " The Rudiments of Grammar for 
the English Saxon Tongue, first given in English ; 
with an Apology for the Study of Northern An- 
tiquities ; being very useful towards the understand- 
ing our ancient English Poets, and other Writers. 
By Elizabeth Elstob. London: Printed by W. 
Bowyer, &c. 1715." 

This splendid work was intended to have been pre- 
sented to the Princess Sophia ; but as she died be- 
fore it made its appearance, it is dedicated to Queen 
Caroline, then princess of Wales. Her title page 
informs us by a letter from a Bight Beverend Pre- 
late, to the author, that '' our Earthly Possessions 
are truly enough called a Patrimony, as derived to 
us by the Industry of our Fathers; but the Lan- 
guage that we speak is our Mother Tongue; and 
who so proper to play the Griticks on this as the 
Females." The preface or apology is written in 
epistolary form, "to the Beverend Dr. Hickes,'** 
and the work is decorated with engravings, some of 
which are the same which were used in the Homily 
on St. Gregory. 

° Thoresb. Diar. ij. 229. 
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At this period we again find her writing to her 
good friend Thoresby : — 

Worthy Sir, July 13, 1715. 

I FIND my obligations to you increase daily, for which I 
can only return you my most hearty thanks. I had the 
honour to be introduced last Thursday to the Princess, 
and am very glad I have an opportunity of presenting you 
with a book before you go out of town. I am well assured 
of your candour in excusing all faults, and that if any 
cavil at me, you will be a defender of. Sir, Your most 
obliged humble servant, 

Elizabbth Elstob, 

I would beg the favour of you. Sir, to let me know 
whether Mr. Boulter"^ is in town, and where he lodges,*^ 

The Saxon types which had been used for printing 
the Homily of St. Gregory in 1709, and her " Speci- 
men''' in 1712, having been burnt with the rest of 
Bowyer's printing materials in the grievous fire at 
his place of business in the same year ; Lord Chief 
Justice Parker was at the expence of cutting a new 
set of types for the Grammar, which were never used 
for any other of her works ;^ the punches and mat- 
rices of which were afterwards presented to the Uni- 
versity of Oxford.^ 

™ Mr. Boulter, of Bloomsbury, who was very intimate with Thores- 
by, and greatly advantaged his museum. 

° Thoresb. Diar. ij. 162. « Howe Mores. 
^ Nichols: Lit. Auec. 
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She speaks of a work of large extent,^ in which 
she was engaged, and which had amply experisnced 
Dr. Hickei^ encouragement. This was her Saxon 
Homiliariam, or a collection of the English Homilies 
of iBlfrie, archbishop of Canterbury, the preparations 
for which Thoresby* records, when he tells us that on 
July 8, 1712, he '^visited the Saxon nymph at her 
brother^s, Mr. ElstoVs. She shewed me a large vol- 
ume of Saxon Homilies^ borrowed from the public 
library at Cambridge, being an ancient and noble 
manuscript in parchment, which she is now trans- 
cribing in a curious character for the press, with her 
translation from the Latin and Saxon.*" 

It was a noble, though unsuccessful enterprise, and 
indeed her most capital undertaking. Mr. Ballard 
gives the following account of it : " Dr. Hickes, well 
knowing the great use which these Homilies h^ been 
of, and still might be, to the Church of England, de- 
signed to publish, among other Saxon tracts, a vol- 
ume of Saxon Homilies. But then he tells us, that 
though for want of further encouragement he could 
not carry on any one of those designs, yet it was no 

^ In her preface to the Anglo-Saxon Grammar. 

' From a letter in Ballard's col. in the Museum, it aj^ears that 
Dr. Hickes was her grandfather by her mother's side ; a circum- 
stance which may account at least for her proficiency, if not for the 
origin of her Saxon studies. 

" Thoresb. Diar. ij. 131. 
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small pleasure to him to see one of the most con- 
siderable of them attempted, with so nluch success 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Elstob, " who'' adds he, " with in- 
credible industry hath furnished a Saxon ffomiHarium 
or a collection of the English Saxon Bomilies of iEl- 
fric, Archbishop of Canterbury, which she hath tran- 
slated, and adorned with learned and useful notes,^ 
and for the printing of which she hath published pro- 
posals ; and I cannot but wish that for her own sake, 
as well as for the advancement of the Septentrional 
learning, and for the honour of our English Saxon 
ancestors, the service of the church of England, the 
credit of our country, and the honour of her sex, that 
learned and most studious gentlewoman may find 
such encouragement as she and her great undertak- 
ing deserve;^ 

This eulogium of Mrs. Elstob and her undertak- 
ing, by so great a man, and a person so well versed 
in the subject as Dr. Hickes, redounds infinitely to 
the lady's honour. 

The work was begun printing at the Theatre of 
Oxford in a splendid folio, and five or more of the 
Homilies were wrought off in a very beautiful man- 
ner. The book was to have borne the following 

* And, as she mentions in her own life, had added the various 
readings. 
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title: "The EngUsh-Saxon HomUies of ^Ifric, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who flourished in the lat- 
ter end of the tenth century, and the beginning of 
the eleventh. Being a Course of Sermons collected 
out of the Writings of the antient Latin Fathers, 
containing the Doctrines, &c. of the Church of Eng- 
land before the Norman Conquest, and shewing its 
Purity from many of those Papist Innovations and 
Corruptions which were afterwards introduced into 
the Church. Now first printed, and translated into 
the Language of the present time, by Elizabeth 
Elstob.'"^ 

By the following letters from Elizabeth Elstob to 
the Lord Treasurer, it appears that he solicited and 
obtained for her the Queen'^s bounty towards printing 
the Saxon Homilies."^ 

" To the most honourable Robert earl of Oxford and 
Mortimer^ Lord High treasurer of Great Britain^ present. 

Bush Lane^ near London-stone^ Aug. 13^ 1713. 
My Lord, 

^ Your Lordship having been an encourager of the 
first Saxon Homily I ventured to make public ; and being 
since that, by her Majesty's wisdom^ deservedly placed in 

» Ball. MS. Pref. to Orosius. 
^ In the Birch and Sloane MSS. No. 4253 are copies of these 
two letters by Dr. Birch, f Inform, Mr, E, G. Ballard. J The 
originals are in Harl. MS. No. 7524. 



57 

BQch a station as gives you capacity of encouraging Learn- 
ing sequall to your generous inclination, who are acknow- 
ledged by all to be the most learned person, as well as the 
greatest promoter and patron of Learning in this nation ; 
makes me hope that your lordship will not refuse to take 
some favourable notice of this specimen of a new and 
larger undertaking, as also of the book of Testimonies 
that comes with it ; which, might it receive the additi* 
onal testimony of your Lordship'd favour, would be highly 
improved and adorned. Your Lordship will easily dis* 
cem by the specimen, that the work itself will be very 
expensive ; and you are very sensible how backward the 
men who deal in books are to undertakings of this nature ; 
so that not only the work itself, but the expence in a great 
measure must be mine, without the assistance of noble and 
generous persons. JSome encouragement from the Royal 
Bounty would not only give life and expedition to the 
work, but would be a great example to other persons of 
rank, to add their favours in some proportion. This I 
dare but just mention, grounding the hopes of being ex- 
cused upon your favourable reception when I had the 
honour to wait upon your Lordship, and your many fa- 
vours since that time to my brother and myself: for 
which we beg your Lordship will accept of our dutiful 
acknowledgement. "With sincerest prayers for your 
Lordship's health and long life, I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob." 

This, it would appear, had not produced the de- 
sired effect, for she again writes : — 

H 
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London, March 16, 1713-14. 
My Lord, 

" I presumed some time ago to trouble your Lord- 
ship with a letter, togc^ther with a specimen and proposals 
for an edition of the Saxon Homilies. It is more than 
probable that, in so great a variety of more important 
matters, these papers have been forgotten or laid aside* 
I have, however, presumed to hope I may have your Lord- 
ship's approbation of that undertaking. I am now in 
your Lordship's house ; and should be proud to be admit- 
ted to know your Lordship's pleasure in this affair, or at 
such time as shall be judged by your Lordship most con- 
venient. Hoping your Lordship^ being so great a patron 
and judge of Learning, for the sake of Learning will ex- 
cuse this, I humbly conclude, 

"My Lord, 
'' Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

••Elizabeth Elstob." 

This application appears to have been eminently 
successful, and we now find her acknowledging the 
obligation : — 

My Lord, [1714] 

^' Your Lordship having done me the honour to ob- 
tain for me her Majesty's royal bounty towards printing 
the Saxon Homilies, which is an example worthy to en- 
gage our Nobility and Gentry to become also encouragers; 
I could not but justly think it my duty to return my 
thanks to your Lordship for so great a favour ; and also to 
acquaint your Lordship with how high a sense of gratitude 
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I received her Majesty's royal encouragement.^ I have, I 
hless God, always entertained those stedfast notions and 
principles of loyalty, which have made me ever constant 
and fervent in my prayers for her majesty's long life and 
prosperous reign ; as the true nursing mother of our 
church, the greatest of hlessings to her people, and the 
glory of our £nglish Monarchs. It is not only a very 
great honour^ but an sequall satisfaction to me, that to 

^ Granted her in June, 1714, as appears by a letter of Mr. Nelson, 
the of Oxford, dated 18 June, 1714. The letter here re- 
ferred to, which is in the same collection. No. 14, is as follows : — 
** My Lord, I am required by my worthy neighbour, the Dean 
[Hickes], to return her most humble thanks to your Ldp. for the 
Royal Bounty you have procured for Mrs.. Elstob. She wants 
only that to set the press at work, and therefore she humbly begs 
your Ldp. would be pleased to dispatch that affair. I have leave 
at the same time to remind your Ldp. of the Queen's encourage- 
ment for carrying on the plates of the machine erected for the charity 
children in the Strand, which are in great forwardness. I am 
^th the greatest respect, my Lord, your Ldp*s most obt. servt, 
Bob: Nelson.'* — Could this Nelson be the author of the Fasts and 
Festivals, who by several authorities, Chalmers' Biog. Brit., Wood, 
&c., is allowed to have died 16 Jan. 1714-5, and was buried in the 
new burial ground by Lamb's Conduit Fields. He married Theo- 
philus, 2nd dau. of Gea first earl of Berkeley, and relict of Sir 
Thingsmill Lucy. She died 1705. fMusgrave^s Biog, Adversaria: 
AddL MSS. Mu8» Brit J John Welford, in his Memoirs, publish- 
ed in folio, London, 1741, p. 18, tells us that Nelson died 16 Jan. 
and was buried 6 Feb. 1714, in the cemetery purchased for S. 
George's Chapel, and then first consecrated on that occasion. Fu- 
neral sermon preached by J. Marshall, LLD., morning preacher 
at the chapel in Ormond-street. 
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these pablick considerations I can now add to the stile of 
my Royal Benefactress and Patroness. In wishing her 
Majesty's success^ and prosperity in her affairs, it must be 
one of my prayers, that her Majesty may ever be attended 
by a person of such commensurate wisdom and constant 
fidelity as your Lordship. This, we are sure, will be 
both for the safety and ornament of her Majesty's royal 
estate^ and the wel&re of her Kingdom, the advancement 
of Religion, Loyalty, and Learning. ]\Iay your Lordship 
long enjoy a perfect health, and her Majesty be happy in 
so wise and safe a Counsellor ! May you every day meet 
with the reward of your fidelity, in an accession of new 
honours and accumulated prosperities on your Lordship 
and your family! In these prayers my brother very 
heartily concurs with. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most dutiful and obedient humble servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob." 



The design of the publication of these Homilies, 
however, though so prosperously begun, and even so 
far advanced, proved abortive; as the work was 
never published, for want it is believed of sufficient 
encouragement. The copies of the unfinished Homi- 
liarivm were purchased by the late Mr, Daniel 
Prince, of Oxford, not long before his quitting busi- 
ness, among the remnants of an old bookseller^s stock. 
He presented a copy to Mr. Gough ; and Mr. Henry 



61 

Ellis (now Sir H. Ellis) deposited another in the 
Hbrary at the British Museum.* 

In her MS. life she tells us that she had taken an 
exact copy of the " Textm Bafensis" upon vellum, 
now in the library of that great and generous enoour- 
ager of learning, the late right honourable the earl of 
Oxford. This " exact copy of the Textm Bofensii^ 
is still preserved in the British Museum, MS. Harl. 
1866. It is one of the most lovely specimens of mo- 



* The folio manuscript of Mrs. Elstob's Homilies, which came 
into Mr. Ames's possession, is novir preserved among the Lansdowne 
MSS. in the Brit Mas. No. 458. It contains 231 pages, and 
appears to have been transcribed between February 12, 1711-12, 
and the end of the year. The four 4to volumes of Homilies marked 
A, B. G. D., which belonged to Mr. Ames, are also in the same 
collection (370-373). They were offered to Mr. Ballard, in 1747f 
for five guineas, which he refused to give. (MS. Ball. Bibl. Bodl* 
XL. 1370 ^^ the ^^^ of vol 4 are, L Two leaves of the intended 
edition of Orosius, Ozon. 1699, 4to. JI. Two leaves of the 
intended edition of the Homilies. Ozon. 171 5» folio, with the pro- 
posals. — No. 373, folio^ another volume transcribed by Mr. Elstob 
and his sister, which as well as the four immediately preceding, were 
in the possession of Mr. Ames, and at his sale were purchased by 
Mr. West. It contains the Sazon Homilies of iBIfric, and also his 
eztracts from Bede de Temporibus. At the end is a catalogue of 
the Sazon tracts, in the first volume of Sazon Homilies, belonging 
to Beonet college library, transcribed by another hand.** (hfarma' 
Hon (^Mr,E, O, BaBard»J Among Ballard's MS. too, in the same 
coUection, in a small thin 4to. consisting of tracts transcibed by Mrs* 
Elstob. (LU. AnecJ 
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dem Saxon ilhiiiiiiiation and writing that can be im- 
agined ; the iDominationB and initials coloured from 
the original ; and is dirided into two parts : the first, 
in fourteen pages, is intituled ^' Judicia ^thilbirhti 
Hlotharii, Eadrici, et Wihtraedi, Begum Gantianor- 
mn, ^ celeberrimo Textu Boffenfi descripta;^ the 
second, in three pages, '^ Specimen Partis Alterius 
BoflfensiB Textiks, in qua Ghartae et Privilegia Eccle- 
sise Boffensis continentur.'" To this manuscript 
Thoresby alludes when he tells us that on a visit he 
made her on July 8, 1712, ^' she shewed me also a 
delicate copy of the Textus Boffensis, wrote by a 
poor boy she keeps, most of it before he was quite 

ten years of age; his name is Smith. I 

saw the boy, who has imitated the Saxon and other 
antique hands to a wonder ; what Latin and Saxon 
he has, was from her reading him in the grammar.^^ 
In Dr. Pegge'^s transcript of the Textus Boffensis 
there was the Saxon alphabet on the reverse of the 
second folio, signed E. E., which are evidently the 
initials of her names.' 



^ Thoresb. Diar^ ij, 131. Who this Smith was, or what became 
of him, we have not been able to learn. 

' Mr. Astle had in his collection a MS. volume, chiefly in her 
hand-writing, but partly in that of her brother, intitled '< Collecta- 
nea quaedam Anglo-Sazonica, € Codd. MS 8. hinc inde congesta.' 
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By a note on tho MS. life, it appears that Mrs. 
ELstob had drawn up the pedigree of her family very 
curiously upon vellum ; shewing that, by the maternal 
side, the Elstobs were descended from the old kings 
or princes of Wales : in the middle there was a column 
on the top of which stood King Brockmail, on one 
side the paternal,*^ and on the other the maternal 
descent. This was in tho earl of Oxford's library, 
but is now in the British Museum. It is amongst the 
Harl. MSS. (No. 1397, fol. 241. b.), on a single leaf, 
fastened into Bichard St. George's Visitation of the 
County of Durham, 1615. It begins with Walter 
Elstobbe of Foxton, somewhere in the fifteenth cen- 
tury; and is continued in Mrs. Elstob's hand, to 
1710. It is accompanied by another pedigree of Mrs. 
Elstob's mother, and the following letter to Hum- 
phrey Wanley :^ 

» See the pedigree in Surtees's Durham extended and carried fur- 
ther back than her first dates. 

'' Transcripts of both, and a facsimile of Elizabeths signature, 
were obligingly forwarded to us by E. G. Ballard, Esq. of London, 
who transcribed them from the originals, and by which several inaccur- 
acies in the letter, as copied into the Literary Anecdotes, are correct- 
ed. The pedigree consists of a pillar, on which, arranged in a num- 
ber of circles are the names of the ancestry of her mother, on each side 
are notes or extracts from several authors, confirmatory of her con- 
clusions, on the pedestal are described her mother's arms. " The Coat of 
Armes is as foUoweth : — Sable 3 Nags heads erazed Argent & Quai^ 
tered [with] Parti per Pale or [and] Gules 2 Lyons rampant endorsed. 
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Son of Bryxael Tszythrog^ out of Mr. LhnjA'i Archfelo^v 
gia> page 225, the firitains being well skilled in Architec- 
ture, I have endeavoured to imitate them in the Pillar, 
which is of the Plain Tuscan Order^ and so wide in the 
design as may give us some Idea of the Gusto that People 
had in copying after the Romans. Yet however clumsy 
it is, it would probably have made a good appearance in 
the Front of Brockwell's Palace, and is big enough to have 
conteen'd the whole History of the flight, and the Misery 
of those poor Monks that were thereupon abandon'd to 
slaughter. The Genealogy of Elstob in which you see my 
Father's Descent, was drawn out and given to my Brother 
by Mr. Dale from the Visitation books in the Herald's 
Office. What you see added from lf)66 is from my Bro- 
ther's information : but the whole I fear, is not so well 
continued and adjusted as it might be, had the several 
Norroys in their Visitations received their Instructions 
from those who had consider'd the writings of the Family 
as well as one might wish. For my Brother by about an 
hour and a halfs inspection which was all the time he had 
to make search, and far too little for his Curiosity, can I 
believe make the series more intire, and carry it higher, 
as high as Adam. Not Adam in Paradise. But Adam 
de Elnestobb whom he found mention'd in a Grant made 
to him from the Master of the Knights Templers William 
de la More, in the year 1304, on condition of paying 
twenty four shillings to their house at Shotton, et faciendo 
duos conventus ad Curiam Suam de Foxdene. This deed 
has a fair seal to it. On one side whereof is the Agnus 
Dei and the Inscription Sigillum Templi, on the other 
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side an old Head. I have not room to insert his Notes, 
nor am I willing to give you any farther trouble with my 
Impertinence. Antiquaries ought to be candid, and in 
this I know you have your share, as well as in other orna- 
ments of that character, which makes me hope that this 
will meet with a fair reception, at least be excused from. 

Sir, 
Your most obliged. Humble Servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob. 
My Brother and I send our service and good wishes to 
our Friends in your Family. 

But this excellent woman, notwithstanding her 
profound learning and masculine abilities, was very 
unfortunate in life. After the death of her brother, 
in 1714-16, and the ill success of her studies, she was 
obliged to depend upon her friends for subsistence, 
but did not meet with that generosity she might 
reasonably expect ; bishop Smalridge being the ofily 
person from whom she received any relief. After 
being supported by his friendly hand for a while, she 
at last could not bear the thoughts of continuing a 
burden to one who was not very opulent himself; and 
being shocked with the cold respect of some, and the 
haughty scorn of others, she determined to retire to 
a place unknown, and to try to get her bread by 
teaching children to read and work ;^ and she settled, 

« Lit Anec. 
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for what especial reason is unknown^ for this purpose 
at Evesham, in Worcestershire.*^ 

Before leaving London for Worcestershire, she in- 
: trusted her manuscripts and books, with several other 
things, to a female friend, with whom she thought 
they would be safe : but, to her great surprise, she 
found that her friend had soon after gone to the 
West Indies to a daughter who had settled there ; 
and never heard any thing either of her books or 
papers afterwards.® 

Here, then, she retired, and led at first an uncom- 
fortable and penurious life. She set up a day school, 
*' with great success doubtless to her scholars, but 
little emolument to herself. Her weekly stipend with 
each pupil was at first only a groat.^ After several 
years of obscure drudgery in it,**' phe became acquainted 
with the gentry of the town, and her affairs mended 
in some degree.* Yet still she scarcely had time to 
eat, much less for study. To use her own words in 
relating her situation here, she says ^' I had several 
other designs, but was unhappily hindered by a ne- 

^ TindaL She was the last remarkable person connected with 
that place, and is reported to have left behind her a regular plan of 
Evesham abbey. How she had found time to stock herself with 
such a multitude of talent is amazing. 

* Letter to Ballard, dated Bulstrode, July 21, 174a 
' Tindal's Evesham. ^ Lit Anec. 
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oe0fiity of getting my bread, which, with much diffi- 
culty, labour, and ill health, I have endeavoured to do 
for many years, with very indifferent success. If it 
had not been that Almighty God was graciously 
pleased to raise me up lately some gracious and good 
friends, I could not have subsisted ; to whom I always 
was, and will, by the grace of God, be most grateful.'"'^ 
It would appear, too, that she had had even to sell 
some of her books to support her existence, for in a 
letter to Thomas Bawlins, esq., at Paphills, Feb. 2. 
1 737-8, she says " I was obliged with abundance of 
sorrow to part with Leland'^s Itinerary some years 
ago. You may be assured, if I had it, it should be 
at your service.*" 

She became known to Mr. Georgo Ballard,^ of 
Oampden in Gloucestershire, who has so frequently 
been mentioned ; and about the year 1733, Mrs. Ca- 
pon, the wife of a clergyman of French extraction, 
who kept a private boarding school at Stanton in 
that county, and was hergelf a person of literature, 
enquired of him after her, and, being informed of the 
place of her abode, made her a visit. Mrs. Capon, 
not being in circumstances to assist her herself, wrote 
a circular letter to her friends, in order to promote a 

i" MS. Life. 
> B«]lard*8 Memoirs, 240. 
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sabscription on her behalf. This letter, which was 
extremely well written, describing her merit, her ex- 
tensive learning, her printed works, her ease and 
affluence till her brother s death, her multiplied dis- 
tresses afterwards, and the patience and meekness 
with which she bore them, had the desired effect, and 
an annuity of twenty guineas was raised for her. 
This enabled her to keep an assistant, by which 
means she could again taste of that food of the mind 
from which she had been so long obliged to fast.^ 
About this time, the following letter was written to 
Mr. Ballard, and is worthy of particular attention, 
as exemplifying more fully her own views and situa- 
tion. 

''Worthy Sib, March 7, 1734—5. 

I received the Manuscript, and your roost oblig- 
ing Letter^ and am heartily glad that the perusal of it was 
so much to your good liking. I do assure you. Sir, it 
should not so long have continued unprinted^ had my cir- 
cumstances been better, or the booksellers more generous* 
It has been offered to some of them, who were very >villing 
to print it, but would give nothing for the copy but a few 
books when printed, which I think is hard and unjust, 
that they should reap the profits of other men's labours. 
Since you are desirous to know if I have accepted Mrs. 
Capon's proposal, I do, though I am very sensible it is not 
commendable to expose a private correspondence^ venture 

' Lit Anec. 
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to oommonicate to so good a friend, a copy of the worthy 
gentleman's letter^ sent her in answer to her vastly kind 
recommendation of me, and the charming letter she sent 
to me. In answer to hers, after I had received your an- 
swer, I assured her of my readiness to serve that excellent 
lady, as far as lyes in my power. But there are some 
things to be taught in such a school, which I cannot pre* 
tend to; I mean the two accomplishments of a good 
housewife, spinning and knitting. Not that I would be 
thought to be above doing any commendable work proper 
for my sex ; for I have continually in my thoughts the 
glorious character of a virtuous woman. Proverbs, xxxi. 13 ; 
' She seeketh wool and flax, and, worketh willingly with 
her hands.' And as an instance of the truth of this, the 
gown I had on when you gave me the favour of a visit 
was part of it my own spinning, and I wear no other 
stockings but what I knit myself; yet I do not think my- 
self proficient enough in these arts to become a teacher of 
them. As to your objection on the manners of the scho- 
lars, 1 assure you. Sir, I should think it as glorious an 
employment to instruct those poor children, as to teach 
the children of the greatest monarch. But I must tell 
you that mine may be termed a life of disappointments 
from my cradle till now, nor do I expect any other while 
I live. This, and hearing no more of that aifair, makes 
me think her Ladyship^ is provided with a mistress before 
now, there being many more deserving than myself, that 
are in want of such an employment. Nor do I repine ; 
for I am so inured to disappointments, that I expect no- 

^ Lady Elizabeth Hastings. 
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thing else^ and I receive them with as much easiness, as 
others do their greatest properity. Having the inexpress- 
ible pleasure to think I have rubbed through the greatest 
part of my life> and that it can be but a short time that I 
have to labour here^ my only care is for a small matter to 
support me. But then I reflect with satisfaction on the 
dependance I have on that Divine Providence which has 
been my only support, that he will not forsake me then. 
I often compare myself to poor John Tucker/ whose Life 
I read when a girl, in Winstanley's Lives of the Poets, 
which affected me so much that I cannot forget it yet* 
He is there described to have been an honest, industrious, 
poor man, but notwithstanding his indefatigable industry, 
as the author writes, '' no butter would stick to his bread." 
Grood Sir, I was much troubled when I read the apology 
yon made, that yon were not in a capacity of being my 
friend according to your inclination. You have, good 
Friend, done more for me than I could either expect or 
desire ; and my obligations are so great that it is an addi- 
tion to my trouble that I have no other way of making a 
return but by addressing myself to the Divine providence, 
in whom I trust, to pay that debt for me, who am, 

"Worthy Sir, 
Your most grateful and humble servant, 

Elizabeth Elstob." 

Soon after this date, a lady shewed Mrs. Gapon^s 
letter to Queen Caroline, who recollecting her name, 

* It was Thomas Tuaser. ** He spread his bread with all sorts of 
butter, yet none would stick thereon.** Winstanley, p. 17. 
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on account of the dedication before-mentioned, and 
deli/2^hted at the opportunity of taking such eminent 
merit into her protection, said, ^*she would allow her 
20L per annum ; but,^^ adds, ^^ as she is so proper to 
be mistress of a boarding-school for young ladies of 
a higher rank, I will, instead of an annual allowance, 
send her 1007. now, and repeat the same at the end 
of every five years.^^ This latter ceased on the death 
of her Majesty, in 1737, and she was again plunged 
into temporary difficulty ;°^ but she was seasonably 
recommended to the late Duchess Dowager of Port- 
land, a discriminating and generous patroness of li- 
terature; and her Grace, to whose father, the Earl 
of Oxford, she had been well known, was pleased to 
appoint her governess to her children, with a salary 
of thirty pounds a year.** 

This salutary turn in her affairs was in the year 
1739; here her latter days were rendered easy and 

» At Mr. Ballard's request, she about 1738 compiled a brief nar- 
rative of her own and her brothers life, and gave it to him in her 
own handwriting. Dr. Nathanael Wetherell, the worthy master of 
Univ. Coll. was so fortunate as to find the narrative among Mr. 
Ballard's MSS., in the Bodl, Lib., and sent a transcript to Dr. Chas. 
Lyttleton, Bp. of Carlisle, who communicated it to the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Pegge, by whom the particulars in the Lit. Anec. were ex- 
tracted. It was printed in the ** Bibliotheca Topographica Britan- 
nica," No. xzv. ; and an abridgement in the Archsologia, No. l, p. 

szvi. 

* Lit Anec. — Tindal'ft Evesham. 
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comfortable, and from this period, the letters she wrote 
to Mr, Ballard, which are in the Bodleian library, are 
observed to have a more sprightly turn, and she seems 
to have been exceedingly happy in her situation. 

Bowe Mores describes her in her old age, in her 
Chamber at Bulstrode, ^' surrounded with books and 
dirtiness, the usual appendages of folk of leaming.^^ 
And in another place speaks of her as '' the inde/essa 
comes of her brother^s studies, a female student in the 
university/^ '^ She was,^^ continues he, '' a northern 
lady of an antient family and a genteel fortune ; but 
she pursued too much the drug called learning, and 
in that pursuit failed of being careful of any one thing 
necesisary.^ Ill-natured and uncalled for as this lat- 
ter observation wasi, nevertheless it is lamentable to 
find that she shared the fate of most literary persons, 
and did fail in acquiring any thing but poverty 
and posthumous fame ; and Surtees, in speaking of 
her, says ^' but clean or dirty Mrs. Elstob was a most 
extraordinary woman, the first and last, as far as we 
know, of her sex who was a Saxon scholar .^^ 

She died, aged 73, in the family of her protectress, 
on May SO, 1756, and was buried in the church of 
St. Margaret, Westminster. 

Those who wish to see her in her bright days, 
when she was the literary toast of Dr. Hudson and 
the Oxonians, may gaze on her countenance in the 
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|C-Cinin0nt among the many notable 
familiofl of the North of England was 
that of Blackett, a race of men whose 
origin is so obscured in the mist of 
antiqnitf, that we cannot certainly 
trace them further back than the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth century. 
But whether or no the family of the 
north sprang from the Bhuiketts of 
Leicestershire, we think it extremely 
probable that the merohante of New- 
oaatle have had their immediate origin 
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from thoae of the county of Durham. The first of 
whom we have any certain account is William Black- 
ett, who haying settled in Newcastle, and acquired 
the freedom of the town, in due time amassed surpris- 
ing riches, and his fame rising with his fortune, ho- 
nours fell upon him in quick succession, till from being 
sheriff, alderman, governor of the hoastmen^s company, 
mayor, and member of parliament, — ^he was knighted 
by Ghas. II., and the same year, by letters patent 
dated 12 December, 1673, at last stepped into the 
dignity of baronet. 

^' Sir William, soon after he commenced business, 
he risked his little all in a speculation in flax, and 
having freighted a large vessel with that article, re- 
ceived the unpleasant intelligence that the flax fleet 
had been dispersed in a storm, and most of the ves- 
sels either lost or afterwards captured by the enemy : 
He took his accustomed walk next morning, ruminat- 
ing on his supposed loss, and unconscious how far he 
was going, when on a sudden, he was aroused by the 
noise of a ship in the river : he jumped upon an ad- 
joining hedge, hailed the vessel, and found it to be 
his own, which had miraculously weathered the storm, 
and with difficulty had gained the port. He instantly 
returned, and hiring a horse, rode in a very short 
time to London, and hastening to the Exchange, 
found the merchants in great alarm about the loss of 
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the flax fleet, and speaking of the consequent high 
price of flax. On informing them that he dealt in 
that article, and had a large quantity to dispose of, 
speculators soon flocked around him^ and he sold his 
whole cargo at a most extravagant price, and the 
produce of that adventure laid the foundation for one 
of the largest fortunes acquired in Newcastle. This 
quick decision, in disposing of his cargo, proved to be 
correct, as several other vessels afterwards got into 
port, and the markets in a few days^ fell to the old 
price. Sir William (as also his children) is said to 
have regarded with a kind of veneration, the hedge, 
from whence he first perceived the vessel, and made 
it the extent of his future morning walks. — We are 
informed it is still in existence.'"* 

In May, 1663, he appears to have come under the 
displeasure of the company of Coopers for " employing 
several vufree**** of that worshipful fraternity, but we 
are not informed how the dispute was ended.* He 
married firstly, Elizabeth, daughter of Michael Kirk- 
ley, a merchant of Newcastle, by whom he had sev- 
eral children; of whom three sons and as many 
daughters survived." The Lady Elizabeth died 7 
April, 1674, and was buried in the church of St. 
Nicholas on the 10th of the same month.* He mar- 

• Straker, 27. * Coopers' Books. '' Straker, 29. 
•* Reg. of St Nicholas. 

B 
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ried, secondly, the widow of Captain John Rogers of 
Newcastle, and daughter of Henry Cock, merchant.* 

Sir William resided in the Close/ in a fine old 
mansion just west of the mayor^s house, bedeckt with 
richly moulded plaster ceilings, exhibiting divers 
heraldic devices ; while the walls were covered with 
richly carved oak, and the windows looked out on the 
fair face of Tyne; for in those days the opposite 
banks would not be disfigured as they now are. 
There was a small court befOTe the house on the 
margin of the river, and in all probability there was 
also a series of steps for use in aquatic excursions 
either of convenience or pleasure.* The enjoyments 
of this retreat however, were not to be held without 
some drawback, and in the night time, probably from 
this very side of the house, and incited by the fame 
of his wealth, certain evil disposed persons effected 
forcible entrance, it may readily be supposed with no 
very creditable intent ; but particulars have not been 
chronicled, and we are ignorant of the result :^ now 
every vestige of the dwelling is removed. 

Sir WiUiam died full of years, 16 May, 1680, and 
was buried, in woollen cloth, by the side of his first 
wife in the church of St. Nicholas, on the 20th of May 
1680/ His eldest surviving son Edward Blackett, 

® Sharp M& Straker, 29. ' Bourne. « Ed M& 
** Beginning of 1677 — Masons' Books. * Reg. St Nicholas. 
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became the second baronet by descent, from whom is 
the present possessor of Matfen. But of Su* William 
Blackett the third surviving son of his father, who, 
following the steps of that father, and became the se- 
cond Sir William by creation — it is our business to 
speak, as it is of this branch of the family whose fu- 
nerals these brief notes are intended to illustrate. 
Sir William^s course is identical with his father's, but 
having purchased Wallington, became qualified, and 
was appointed, to the ofiGLce of high sheriff of North- 
umberland, and died in London^ a member of the 
House of Commons in 1705, on the 22th of Septem- 
ber in that year. ^ Sir William married Julia, only 
daughter of Sir Christopher Conyers, baronet, by 
whom he had issue two sons and eight daughters.' 
He exercised the most princely benevolence and hos- 
pitality in a most princely mansion, which has now 
become matter of history, and with most, of fond re- 
membrance. Sir William resided in a house within 
the walls, which with it own great bulk, and the area 
of its extensive plantations, gardens, walks, bowers, 
and shady recesses, was in later days known as An- 
derson-place, and occupied a very large portion of the 
town which now witnesses great transactions in mer- 
chandize, and forms one of the principal arteries of an 

^ Trevelyan MSS. ^ Straker, 43. » Ibid, 42. 
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altered and populous town. Here has Sir William, 
his lady, and his guests, oftentimes paraded on the 
chequered pavement in the front of the house, or 
wandered to the brink of the stream which skirted 
the western bounds of his gardens,"" or on his election- 
eering quests, entertained a thousand or so of the bre- 
thren of the Incorporated Companies, his constitu- 
ents^'^or entered his gilded coach drawn by horses 
six." 

Sir William appears to have been held in the high- 
est estimation, and the advice that a kind master 
gave his favourite apprentice, and the utmost wish 
that a father could have for his darling son, was, that 
he should be through life ; a — Wiluam Blackett. 

William the eldest son of his father, succeeded him 
in his dignities and honours, and inherited to the full 
his charitable disposition and great business talent. 
He married the Honourable Lady Barbara Villiers, 
daughter of William, Earl of Jersey, by whom he 
had no issue, and dying 25 September 1728, the bar- 
onetcy granted his father became extinct.' 

From this period we take leave of the Blacketts in 
line, but follow the descent in goodness of disposition, 
and in the worthy assumption of the honourable 
name. Sir Walter Calverley had before married one 



m 



Kyp's View. ° Companies^ Books. ** Kyp*s View. 

P Straker, 45. 
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of Sir William'^s sisters, and the issue of that mar- 
riage being Walter Oalverley, he, by marriage with 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William by Elizabeth Ord 
of West Ord in the County of Durham, became pos- 
sessed of his nucleus property and name ; and, it may 
be added, extended widely the reputation of his an- 
cestry. On the death of Sir Walter Oalverley Black- 
ett, the extensive landed possessions of the race 
devolved on Sir George Trevelyan, of Nettlecombe in 
Dorset, by marrying with Julia, his daughter. From 
him they passed to his son Sir John, and thence to 
the present Sir Walter Oalverley Trevelyan, Baronet. 



Sf^oftvn (Eonttvnins fi!Lv fKlaUit\B 3&tritlpe's( 

[The family of Kirkley, it will have been seen by the 
foregoing, were connected by marriage with the 
subjects of our memoir. They appear to have 
been people of importance in the town from an 
early period. Several of the ancestors of our 
Matthew are buried in the church of St. Nicholas,^ 
and others of the name, and more than likely, of 
the family, held the position of substantial bur- 

<i Arm. Bgs.— & Nich. ij. 56. 
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gesses from an early period. There was a Thomas 
Kirkley, son of Thomas Eirkley, apprenticed to 
Henry White, barber^chirurgeon, 1 May, 1663,' 
and the names of George, Roger, Anthony, George, 
Rowland and Robert Eirkley occur in succession 
as shipwrights, from Chas. I to George I.' Our 
Mathew was a merchant in Newcastle, and was 
buried with his fathers on 13 Sep., 1691. His 
wife Jane was buried 23 June, 1673, in the same 
place.*] 

5 Sep. 1691 — Then drawne for y^ fanerall of Mr. 
Kirkley March"* by y* order of y* Honrable S' W" 
Blackitt, Barnt : for eigh Escoutcheons drawne in Metle. 
Six at Ss. 6d. a peece and two Which Was impayld at 
4s. per peece per me Joseph Forsteb. 

11 Sep. — of Garbabd Robson for Matthew Kirkleys 
Coffin Clasps^ for Name and Date and Cherubin heads 
4s. for 5 dozen and two Coffin Clasps at 3^. per dozon 
15^. 6d. for small tacketts> 6d. 

11 Sep.— of Ralph Mitfobd, 6yds of Narrow Alia- 
mode Ss. 6d. per yd. 13^yds of broade Allamode att 4.9. 
6^. 11 paire of mens black Keed 14s^ 8d, 12yds. of Rib- 
bin Is, 

12 Sep.— of John Potts, 5 pa: Me: &6 pa: Wo: 
Lam lis, 

12 Sep.— of Rich. Cbawfobth, 1 peace fine hatband 
Crape Containing 25 yd 1/. 9^. 2d, 

' Barber Chgns. Books. ' Shipwrights* Books. 
« Keg St. Nicholas. "^ Ibid. 
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12 Sep.— K)f Francis Huntley, lO^yds of fine Crape 

att 2s. yd. 8yds of Stringing att 2d. yd 1yd of Crewie 
att 4d. yd. 

12 Sep.— 2 Sug' loves q* 91b 13oz. 6». 6^. 4[oz.] of 
Nutt[^meg83 2s. 4^. 

12 Sep.— K>f John Ba'xteb, 32 gallons Best Shery at 
6s. Qd. 10/. 13*. 4d. lOgUs for S' W™ vse of the above 
32gll8. 

15 Sep.— [St Nicholas* Dues] For the buriall M' of 
Kirtley. M'Vicar 1*. M'Drake Is. Register 4d. Lairstone 
6s. 8d. the Bier 1*. the Clark Is. 9d. the vnder Clark 2*. 
3d. Towling 4d. the Grave 2s. For the Beedles At- 
tendance what vow please S' pray mind to send a Certi- 
ficate for Buriall in Woollen to M' Drake. 

17 Sep.— of John Collinowood for Mister Kirtley 
Coffin one pound six s. 



[Christopher, second son of Sir WiUiam the second, 
died in infancy ; was baptized at St, Andrew^s in 
July, 169 By'' and was buried at St. Nicholas' 12 
Jan., 1696-6.^ 

12 Jan. 1695-6.— Paid the Church dues for St. An- 
drews 3s. 6d. at St. Nicholas 9s 6d. for y* loan of ye 

^ Reg; St. Andrew. "" Reg. St. Nicholas. 
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Corp Cloath 2«. Beadle Is. Mr. Wm. Mortons Note for 
Cloath and loan of Bays 1/. 6«. 5^. Mrs. Taylers lis. 6d. 
Mrs. Hargraves 4/. IGs. 3d. Mrs. Drakes 1/. ISs. Od, 
Jno. CoUingwoods 12^. dd. Mr. Jno. Pott's 2/. 12s. ^d. 
Mr. Featherstons 21. 5s. 9d. Mr. Crawforth's 20/. 17*- 7K 
Mr. Bonners 1/. 7s. Id. Mr. Stephensons note for Wine 
41. ISs. 6d. Mr. Edens for Spices 10s. 2d. Mr. Davisons 
for ditto ISs. 4d. For 9f yds of best Alamode for Mrs. 
Simpson, Mrs. Rawlett, & Mrs. Wilkinson's Scarves at 
5s. 6d. per yard 21. 13s. 7d. [^Snma 571. 1*.] 

13 Jan. — ^For the BeUsof St. Andrews Is, 6d. and the 
Saxton tending at the dor, what you pies. 

10 Jan. — Of William Morton, l^yd black Cloth at 
Qv. 6c?. ^The loan of] 95 yds black bays at 2c?. [a, yard.] 

11 Jan. — Of Maby Olavering, 11 yds brood Allmond 
5s. 6d. — 4/. 9*. Sd. 

11 Jan. Jane Hargraves, 17^ yards of black Allmond 
4/. 16*. 3d. 

11 Jan. — Of Maria Drake, 30 pare of womens Kid 
gloves at 22c?. pare. 5 pare of mens gloves at 2*. a pare 
29 yards of Love ribon at 4c?. a yard. 

Jan. — ^Of John Collingwood, a cofing Ss. For the 
name and the dat of the year 2s. 6d. For two liandels 2s. 

11 Jan. — Of John Potts, Glover, 2 doz. wo: Duble 
washt w" Kidd 21. 6s. 1 doz me wtt Lamb 14*. 5 pa: 
Boyes Kidd 5?, Returnd 7 pa - wtt wo : Kidd. 

10 Jan. — Of Christopher Fbtherstonhalgh, 4 yds 
fine bla . Rattean at 9*. per yd 7 yds bla : Crape at 14d. 
1^ doz silke coal buttons at lOd. 1 doz Ditto breasts 4d. 

11 Jan. — Of Richard Crawforth, 1^ yds fine Crape 
18d yd. 40 yds best white Alamode 4*. 4cd. yd, 25^ yds 
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Ribin lOd, yd. 34 yds best broad Alamode 5s, 6d. yd. 
47i yds hatband Crape 20d. yd. 3 yds wt Ribin 3d. yd. 
4^ yds blak narrow 4*. 4A yd, 1 paire boys Kids 1*. 
Ribin 2d. 14 paire womens Kids 19s. dosen« 12 paire 
mens Kids 20s. dosen. 5 paire mens best glased Kids 2s. 
a paire. | yds Ribin 6d, yd. [^Suma 26/. I7s. 7jd,2 

10 Jan.^— Of Mart Bonner, for the Childes Graue 
Sate. Two yard of fine White Crape att 2*. per yerd. 5 
yards of broad Lace ait I2s. per yerd. 5 yerds of Lace att 
lOi. per yerd. 8 yerds ^ of Lace att 6d. per yerd. 14 
yards of Lace att 4e/. per yerd. For makeing the Sute 5s. 

10 Jan. — Of John Stephenson^ 6 gall of Canary att 
6*. 8d. 6 gall of White Wine att 5s. 4d. 6 gall of Ditto 
att 5s. 4d. 

11. Jan. — Of Robert Eden^ 6 02 Cinamond 4s. 4 oz 
Nutts p-e. Nutmegs] 2*. 8d. 3 lb. Lo : Sug* at 14^^. 

10 Jan.^— Of Mr. Davison^ 3 pound Lofe Sag' att 15d. 
6 ounces choise Nutts att 7i^« 4 pound white Ging' Ij^d. 
2 ounces Large Mace 3s. 



ii^tXU 38Iadtett bfj: 

[Isabella, third daughter and fifth child of Sir Wil- 
liam the second, died in infancy, 10 Feb., 169'lf,* 
and was buried on the next day in St. Nicholas/] 

Feb. 1694-5. — Church dues for St. Andrews 4s. M' 
Stephenson 3/. 5s. M' Vaine 3/. Labouridge of the 

* Trevelyan MSS. ^ Reg. St. Nicholas. 

c 
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same 7(L y* Cbarch Dews for St Nicholas and Beagles 
13f. Jn® Collingwood 1/. James Moffitt for Loan of the 
Pall 15«. Ditto for 3 Cloaks at 8d. per ps. given y* Two 
Women w** caryed y* Corps 2*. paid Deef Nedd for 
fetching and carrying Chairs &c. 3ds. 28. 6d. M" Bon- 
ner 1/. 16s. M" Taylor 4/. 5s. M" Crawfoot for Alla- 
mode &c. as per Note 10/. ISs. M" Hargraae 10/. lis. 
M** Mary Claverings Note 16/. lis. M' Jno Potts for 
Gloves 51. lis. 4d. [Suma 58/. 19s. 5d,] 

12 Feb. — The ofesers fees of St Andrew for Buring^- 
Curat Is. Clerk Is. Bells Is. Beagles Is. 

13 Feb.-— of John Stephenson^ 10 Gallons of White 
Lizbon 31. 

14 Feb.— [S. Nich. Fees] M' Vicar Sd. M' Wood- 
mas 8^. Register 4d. Lairstone Is. Sd. the Clark Is. 
2d. the Vnder Clark Is 6d. Towlinge 4d. the Graae 
Is. Takeing up and Laying the Fla^s 2^. 6d, Beageles 
3s. 2d. 

Feb.— of John Collinowood^ one Cofing 14s. for 
the name and the dait of the year 4s. for two handles 2s. 

11 Feb.— of Mary Bonner, 5 yerds of fine White 
Crape att 2s. pcjr yerd^ 4 yerd & ^ of lace att ]*. 3d. per 
yerd> 7 yerd of lace att 12d per yerd^ 12 yerds of lace 
att 6d per yerd, 8 yerds of lace att 4d per yard, for 
making the sute and stringes 5s. 

12 Feb. — of Bar Taylor — 17yds of brod wtt Alamod 

at 5s. 

11 Feb Rich Crawforth — 4yds love Ribin 3c?. yd. 

4yd8 Rich love Ribin \0d. yd 38iyds best white Ala- 
mode 3*. 10c?. yd. 43yds narrow love Ribin at 6d. yd. 
25yd8 hatband Crape 16c^. yd. 1 large Alamode hud 6$. 
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M. 4yd3. Ribin 2d, yd. 2|yd fine white Crape \M. yd. 

12 Feb.^— of Mart Habobaues 39yds ^ of brode 
Allamode att 4«. lOdl 11 pair of mens glaisd Ked att 
22d. 

Feb. 11.— of Mary Clavebing — ^23yd \ wt love 
Ribon 1/. 3«. M. 19yd Broad bla : battband 1/. Sa. 6(L 
10 yd broad wt allmoad 2/. 10^. Od. 11 yd narrow wt all- 
moad 2/. 4;. Od. For making ye hoods 2^. 8d, 1 dozn 
mens best wt glast Kid 1/. 2s, Od» 1 dozn worn dubell 
washt Kid 1/. 4s. Od. 6 par boys wt Kid 6s. 27 yd broad 
bla : allmoad 61. 10s. 6<u 

Feb. 11.— of John Potts- — 1 Doz. 7 pa J wo: Duble 
washt wtt Kidd 23s pr Doz. 1 Doz. 6 pa : wo : Glasd 
Ditto 2ls pr Doz : 2 Doz. 5 pa : Me : wtt Kidd 19s pr 
Doz. 1 pa : Boyes wtt Lambs 6d, 



Q^e df'nntvaXl (ttfftnttfi of fiRvH* fiRsittt 

matkttt, hiy. 

[Mary, sixth daughter and eighth child of Sir Wil- 
liam the second, died an infant. She was bom 23 
July, 1697;* was baptized 3 Aug., 1697, at St. 
Andrews;* died at a quarter before two in the 
morning, 20 April, 1698, and was buried in St. 
Nicholas, on the 22nd of the same month.^] 

22. Ap. 1698.— For loan of a Paul 2*. 6d. For 4 Cloaks 
2^. The Church Dues for St. Nichs and beadle 9s. 6d. For 

* Sharp MSS. " Keg. St. Andrew. ^ Trevelyan MS& 
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raising & laying the stones or flags 3s. 4d. For the Childs 
Sute 1/. St. Andrews Dues & beadle 4». The Labourers 
about y house carying Chair &e 4*. Jno Collingwood for 
r Coffin & Plates 7*. ^. Mr. Crawfords note 13/. 4s. lOd. 
Mrs. Taylor 8/. 18*. 4cf. Mrs. Clavering 9/. 10*. Ocf. Mr. 
Mitford 5/. 19*. 7id. Mr. Murton 18*. W. FSuma 41/. 
4*. lit/.] 

Ap.*-Of Jane Symson^ a lacte woling sute 1/. 

20 Ap.— Of R Crawforth, 18 yds wt AUa- 

mode 4*. yd. 8 yds blak broad at 4*. Sd. yd. 14 paire 
mens best Kids 2*. 2d, 15 paire womens ditto 2*. 2d. 20 
yds hatband Crape at 22(/. 5 paire boys Kids 14^/. 1 paire 
boys fine hose 3*. 6d. 

20 Ap.— Of Barbara Taylor, 28^ yds of brod Alam 
at 4*. Qd. 6 yds of Crap at 1*. Sd. 20 yds of Love ribin 
at 5d. 2 par of mens Kid at 2*. 3J. 2 par of woms Kid 
at 2*. Sd. 1 par of boys larg Kid 1*. 4d. 

19 Ap.— of Mary Clavbring, 36 yd Broad Ak • All- 
moid 4*. dd. 2 Love hattbands 5*. lOd. 8 par worn wtt 
Kid 2s. 3d. 14 yd more Love Ribon 11*. Sd. 1 yd ^ Love 
Ribon 6c/. Rece* Bake Broad Allmod 14*. 

22 Ap — Of Ralph Mitford, for 10 yd of w*? Allmod 
att 4*. per yd for 5 hoods 21. For bla : hood 7s. 4d. 15 
pr of wo : wte ; gla : Kid att 2*. 3d. 10 pr of mens wte : 
Gla : Kid att 2*. 3d. 6 pr of mens whitte Lamb at 12d. 
1 pr of mens wte . Gla : Kid per Mr. Davison 2*. 3d. 3 
pr of boyes wte : Kid at 14c/. 1 pr of boyes whitte Gloves 
9d. 2 yds I of wooling Crape att 20d. per yd. 

19 Ap.— Of Jane Morton, f yd blacke doth at 6*. 
per yard. Y' lone of 84 yeards of bays at 2d. per yd. 
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Cbt JfmtvM t^i ^t Vtom i^iv fOUnu JSIacitett, 38att 

A Proposall Fob the Funbrall [which, with the 
exception of some immaterial particulars, would seem to 
have been adhered to throughout]. 

An outside Velvet Coffin Sett of w'** large Bullion 
Nayles & Handles, A Coate of Armes, Inscription, An- 
gell & Flower, all gilt w* gold 18/. 

An Inscription Ingraved on a Brass Plate for y* Leaden 
Coffin 1/. 10s. 

A Roome for y* Body to be hang'd in deep mourning 
w*** velvet, & y® Floore cover'd & velvet Canopy Bed, 
round y* Roome large Silver Sconces, Silver Candlesticks 
& Stands 15/. 

A Rayle round y* Body cover'd w*^ velvet and Black 
plumes of feathers 3/. 

The next 2 Roomes in deep mourning w^ Cloth, a vel- 
vet Chayre of State & Footstoole, 2 large Silver Candle- 
sticks & Stands & round y* Roome large Silver Sconces 
8/. 

The Passage and greate Dineing Roome in deep mourn- 
ing w*** Cloth and Silver Sconces 81. 

The Greate Stayre case and Passage below Stayres in 
deep mourning and y* Hall w^ a Border and Black 
Sconces 3/. 

Wax lights for y* Sconces & Twisted Tapers for y* 
Candlesticks att 2s. for whatts used. 

A large Velvet Palle y* whole time & Jomey att 5*. 
per day, 51. 

3d Silk Escucheons for y* Palle, y* Bed & Roome 
where y* Body lyeth att Ss. — 9/. 
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A Majesty Escucheon for y* Head 3/. 10s. 

A Standard of England^ 6 long Pennons^ A Surooate 
of Armes^ Helmet & Crest, Sword & Shield, Oantletts 
& Spurrs, Mantle and Wreath, to Stand by y« Body & to 
be Cary'd before y* Herse thorough all Townes of Note 
on y* Hoad, & to be hang'd up in y* Church neare y* place 
of Interm* 31/. 

3 Doz Buckram Escucheons verg'd w*^ Silver for y* 
Roome next y* Body att 30s. 4/. lOs, 

10 Doz. Ditto unverg'd for y* other Roomes and Stayre 
case att 24s. 12/. 

5 Doz. Paper Ditto for y* Hall & Passage att 12«. 31. 
2 Achievments for both Houses Ell Square w^ Frames 

in mourning att 4/. 8/. 

6 Men in mourning & long Cloakes to attend by y* 
Body att 5«. each per day. 

6 Ditto to attend in y* other Roomes y* same. 

4 Porters in mourning to attend y* Dore w*** Gownes & 
Staves att Bs. each per day. 

A Herse & 6 Horses y* Jorney bearing theire owne 
Charges att S5s. each per day. 38/. 10s, 

2 Mourning Coaches w^ 6 Horses each y« same. 77^* 

A Shaftsmarine w* 6 Horses — y* same — 38/. 10*. 

4 Spare horses & 4 Helpers [note. — but two] att 10*. 
per day for Man Horse & Charges 44/. 

17 plumes of Feathers for y* Herse & Horses y* Jorney 
6/. 

Coverings for y* Herse & Houseings for y* Horses of 
velvet, y* Jorney 6/. 

6 Doz. Buckram Escucheons, 36 Shields, 18 Shaffe- 
roons, 24 long Pendants, & 72 Small Ditto for y* Herse 
& Horses 18/. 
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18 Footemen in moaming w*^ velvet Caps & Trun- 
cheons to attend y* Herse & first Coach to y* towns end 
21, lis. 

10 of y* Nobilitys Coaches w^ 6 Horses each to accom- 
pany y« Herse to y* Townes end att 15«. each. 

Horsmen in mourning to make up S' Williams Equi- 
page 12 in number for y* Jorney^ 12 Ditto to y* townes 
end in Cloacks at 10«. per day for each man^ Horse & 
Charges^ 41. 16s. 

5yds Cloth for y* pulpit att 12s. Bayes for y* Church 
at ISd. per yd. 

12 Buck"" £scucheons verg'd for y* pulpit & 4 Doz. 
Paper Ditto for y Church 3/. IQs. 

Cloakes for Gentlemen in towne at 2s. 6d. per day^ 
Ditto for Horsemen & Coachmen att 28. per day. 

10 Crape Scarfes for Palle Bearers, y* minister y* oft- 
ciates & y* mayor of NewCastle at 15^. — 71. 10s. 

Best Hatbands for Mourners^ Palle Bearers, Ministers, 
Court of Alderm'' & Comon Councell att Ss. 6d. 

Best Shamey Gloves for y® same att Ss. 6d. 

3 Crape Scarfes for y* Sword and Citty Maces of New- 
castle att Ss. 

8 Ditto for Tennants y^ cary y* Body att 5s. 

Hatbands for Servants in mourning, Horsemen & 
Coachmen, Tennants y* ride in Cloakes & cary y« Body att 
3s. 

Black Topt Gloves for y* same at 2s. 

Best Topt Gloves poynted w*^ black for Gent" that 
meete y** Herse & Tenants at 24s. per doz. Sheep 
Gloves for Servants at I2s. per doz. [note — nihil]. 

A Room for y* Body to be hang'd in deep mourning every 
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night upon y* Road^ Silver Sconces^ Silver Candlesticks & 
Stands at 40s. per night [^note— only outward^. 

5 Doz. Buck°^ EscucheoDS for y* Inns upon y* Road & 
Tennauts at 24$. 

A pROPOSALL AND AoRBBMBNT made for Q)art- of the 
Expenses of] the Funerall of the Hon*** S' W" Blackett 
BaiTo*. 

An Oatside Velvet Coffin, Sett off with large Bullion 
Nayles & handles, a Coate of Armes^ Inscription, Angell 
and Flower, all guilt w*^ Gold, 18/. 

An Inscription grave on a Brass plate for the Leaden 
Coffin 1/. 10*. 

A Large Velvet PauU, the whole time & Jomoy 5*. 

36 Escutcheons for the Paull, at 5*. a peice, 9/. 

12 Persons on horss back to carry the trophes and at- 
tend the Corps, all the Road through all great Towns, 
into, & at Newcastle at 10*. per diem for each man, & 
horse & Charges, for as many days as they shall be in 
their Journey Outward and comeing Back aUowing and 
agreed for : 20 days upon the whole at 6/. per day, 120/. 

A Standart of England, 6 long Pennons, a Surcoate of 
Armes, Helmet, & Crest, Sword and Shield, Gantletts & 
Spurs, Mantle and Wreath, to stand by the Body, and to 
be carry 'd before the Herse through all Towns of Note 
on the Road, and to be hung upe in the Church near the 
place of Interment. 30/. 

One a Chievement 4/. [^note — Lend**] 

Her Majestie Scutcheon, 3/. 

A Herse and Six horses for the Body, two Mourning 
Coaches, to attend it, w^ a Shafts Marine each drawn by 
Six Horses, at 36/. a piece is 144/. 
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1 7 Plumes of Feathers for the Herse and Horses the 
Journey, 6L 

Covering of Velvet for the Herse and houseing for the 
Horses, the Journey, 61. 

16 Cloaks for the Horse men Coachmen at 28. per day 
for 20 ds. 

Shammey Gloves : 13 Paire at 3*. 6d. per paire 

1236 paire of couler'd double stitched Gloves at 2s. per 
paire 123/. 12*. 

36 p. Sheep Gloves at 12d. 

A Room to be hung in deep mourning for the Body on 
the Road, Silver Candlesticks and Sconces w^ Stands, in 
wax lights, being 12 double Sconces & 6 Tapers every 
night 26/. 

Bays : 88 yds, for hanging the Quire at St. Nichol', at 
ISd. per yard it being near 5 quarters wide 6i. 12s. 

12 Douzen of Paper Escutcheons for the Quire at 12*. 
per dozen 7L 4s. 

Buckerham Escutcheons Verg'd for y° Pulpit and Desk 
of St Nicho* — 2 dozen at 2*. 6d. per dozen 

Ditto 6 Douzen unverg'd for the Body 7/- 4s. 

Ditto 2 ditto for Inns on y* Roade unverg'd 2/. 8s. 

6 douzen Buckerham Escutcheons, 36 Shields, 18 Shaf- 
feroons, 24 long Pendents & 72 small ditto for the herse Sc 
horses 18/. 

6 Footmen in Velvet caps & Truntions, for the whole 
time out, returning, at 5/. per man — 30/. 

26 p. Sheep Gloves given at London to the horse & 
footmen &c 1*. 6d. 

39 vds of Allamode used at Newel at 4*. per yard 71. 
16s. 
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42 Oentlemens Cloaks for 20 ds. at 2f . per yard or 40^. 
per Cloake 24/. 

50 yds of broad Bays usd in y* hoase at Sd. 
25 Hattbands used at London for the servantts & Coach- 
men &c. and one for M' MUns at Stamford at 3». 6d. per 
ps. 

Newcastle 31» X\f 1705 £645 6^. 
The above said acoompt then stated and agreed too^ by 
vss^ amounting to six Hundred and Forty Five pounds six 
Shillings Mathew King 

John Tatlbb 
Thomas Cokeb 
Tho^ Bbumell 
The herse Chasie mary 2 Coaches two dayes more 14/. 
12 horsemen 2 dayes & y* expences 12/. 6 footmen & y* 
expences 3/. 2 paire of mens shamony gloves 7'* 4 doz 
of flambeaus & case 2/. 10s, 8 paire of gloves undercast 
16*. [Suma] 32/. 13*. 

A bill Deliver^ of 645/. 6*. 
Feb. 8 1705— to M' King 4 Guineas, to M' 
Tayler« Ware, and Cokoe, each 2 Guineas 
msJ^e in all 10 Guineas lOil 15*. 



688/. 14*. 



London 8 Feb. 1766. BmI^ of the Ezecutors to S' W» Blackett 
Barr^. deceasid the Sum of Six hundred and Eighty Eight 
pounds Fourteen Shillings viz : By a Bill drawn by Mr. ThosL 
Bnimell on Mr. Eichd. Pierson at 10 ds date for lOOiL By ditto 
drawn at Newcastle by Mr. John Wilkinson on Mr. Wm. Forster 
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of Londo : y' Inst pay*^^ at 20 ds date to Do. Bramells order and 
endors'd by him to our order, it being for 500^ & in money this day 
88/. 14«. make in all 688'. 14 *. Which sd sum- is in full as above 

& by the hand of Tho* Brumell by us 

Test Tho' Brumell Jun. Mathew Kino. 

Danl. Wood&offe. 

Thb Method of thb Funerai^l att London and 
Newcastle^ [sent down by Thomas Brumell by letter 
from London, dat. 18 December 1705,] to Mb John 
Wilkinson Mebch^ at his house in Pilgrim 
street in Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Mourning to M' Harrison and Wife 30/. M' Clavering 
20y«. M' Wilkinson and Lady, Money 30/. M" Simp- 
son do 10/. T. Brumell and Wife do 30/.— To M' W" 
Davison & Wife, Cloth for him S^yards, for her Syards. 
M' Rob* Eden & M' Tho' Davison each S^yards. M" 
Eden Byards. M' Jno Carr, M' Geo. Mowbray, M' Jno 
Featherston. M' Zech: Camaby, M"^ Cuthb* Peart and M' 
Rob* Todd each 5^yards of Cloth. M' Ward, Cloth for a 
Growne and Cassack. M' Geo. Dennis and M" Woodmas 
each 5^yards of Cloth. 

To M" Moor 10/., Jane North 10/., Ann Walker 5/., 
in Money. Three Maids and Jane at the Gate, each 3/. 

Rings, Skarfe, hatt band & Shammy Gloves to Bearers 
viz : S' Hen: Liddell Barro", Lyon" Vane Esq", Mark 
Shaftoe Esq"*, Ralph Carr Esq™, Nich" Ridley Esq". 

Ditto to the Mayor, Aldermen & Sheriffe. Dr. Ellison, 
M' Bates, M' Shafto, M' Shadford, M' Tomlinson, and 
Mr. Ward. Mr. Rudd and the two other School Masters, 
and the Foore Curates, Skarfe, hattband, and Gloves 
only. 



1 

( 
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S' Edw* Blackett & Lady, w*^ Skarfe & Ring, S' Jn** 
Conyers^ a ring and Shammy Oloves. 

Also to M' Jn^ Wilkinson, M' W» Davison, M' Tho* 
Davison, Rob^ Midford Esq**. 10 (or 12) more to the 
Justices of the Peace for Northumberland and Skarfes &c. 
To the p'son that Invites them, Skarfe, hattband and 
Gloves. 

More to the Stewards of all the Companys of Newcas- 
tle, supposed two to each Company, and 30 Companys, be 
they more or less — 60 or more — ^in all 101. 

Mourning only, as Skarfe &c. To M' Rob* Carr, M' 
Lllburn, and M' W"* Blackett he if go down from Newby 
to Newcastle & to Jn^ Blackett, Fitter, q' whether to 
invite M' Blackett of Wylam. To M' Ord and M' Dug- 
las, Skarfe &c. To the 6 Stewards, & M' Woodmas. 

To all the Freemen and heads of Families in Newcastle 
a paire of Gloves each, as they are invited by one of the 
Waites, and a Servant of S' W°*, along with them : To 
Invite whom must be two Waites, and Geo : Dennis along 
with one of them, and T. Brumell Jun'., along with the 
other ; all four to have Scarfe, hattband and Gloves. 

To invite in y" name of M' W" Davison & M' Jno. 
Wilkinson, they being Executors in Trust to the last Will 
and Testament of S' W. B. 

Skarfe, hattband & Gloves, to the Sword Bearer and 
Water Bayliffe, and to all the Sargeants, hattbands, and 
Gloves. 

The children [of S. Andrews School] to go into mourn- 
ing the day after the Corps are buryed, all w** my Lady 
that sends down with us, but none must appear nor be seen 
day. No Women must be invited nor be att the Funerall. 
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[In the rough, dranght which BnimeU kept by him aore three entries cro98<Hl oat, 
and omitted in that sent to Newcastle, and a]M> several notes of letters sent by 
him, vis. :] 

Lond**. To speake to M' Woodruff about Carrying now 
down a Bedd &c. & Mourning for a Room at Newel, for 
my Lady to be in to receive visitors there. To have the 
Room at Newel, new Painted q' how ? To write S' Jn* 
Conyers & send him y* acco* depending & acquaint him 
about its being taken care of in S' W"" Will. Writ 15** 
xbr. to S' John Conyers. 18xbr Writ M' Wilkinson from 
London & sent him the Copy of this & the other Paper, 
21 XBR Writ from Bugdon frilly about the Rings, that I 
had 40, he must bespeak 60 or 70 at Newel, at 20^. per 
p^ all enamill'd — and about my coming post &c, & how to 
get the Cloath and the Childrens Mourning coming down 
with me, no Women invited &c. 22xbr Writ Mr. Har- 
rison fully about burying S' W™ & lying 5 or 6 hours in 
State at Newel.— for to bury him immediately will be 
confrision &c.— burying afrer state will be no more charge, 
and the People may go next day &c. But that as my 
Lady pleases &c. She shall determine. T, B, 23xbr 
Writ him from Newarke, I sent him a Copy of the ftine- 
rall Paper for fear that from London should miscarry,— 
desired him to know from M' Ord how many Justices of 
Peace for Northumb. and how many Companys at Newel. 
& how many Stewards there are, that Rings may be ordered 
accordingly by him at Newel. — the Stewards all sent to be 
down in good time, and get their mourning ready. You 
must get from the Stewards a list of such of their Com- 
pany as are now at home and meet among them. — q' about 
the 2 D[oetor]s and M' Rayne, what they must have, wee 
having forgot them at London. The Skarves must be 
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good as any given — ^to get some Guineas, in money, 150— 
about our coming to Town & burying immediately, I am 
ag^ it, & have writ M' Harrison, from whom I shall know 
my Ladys pleasure at Durham on fryday, but of that at 
meeting — If please God wee get to Darlington on Thurs- 
day night, then on fryday morning I'll come post : (fully 
about the interm^) I shall I hope have 1500 or 2000/. to 
draw, it w' do well if you knew where the money cau be 
had after the bu° be over. I> writ my wife, Edw* & M' 
John Mowbray. 

Rings: Rec* from M' Bilton 30, M' Hobbs 12, M' 
Batty 12, M" Ramsay 10, M' Hewitson 8, M' Brumell 
40, M' Hewitt 10. [Suma 122 : of these given to] Gen- 
tlemen 47> Stewards 72, M' Brumell 3, in all 122. 

Gloves to 48 unfreemen, five of which did not attend. 
About 1200 to the Incorporated Companies, 16 to Free- 
porters, 2 to Watermen ; besides many others, among whom 
was one to Deaf Ned. Hatbands to various persons; 
Bearers 8, Mourners 11, Trustees 4, The Body 12. 
Clergy 8 ;— & of inferior sort — to other Clergy 13, Beadles 
4, Thirkeld 1, Stewards 5 best & 3 Common, Servants 
21, Mutes 24, Beadles of y* Several Company s 30. 

List of Unfreemen Invited to the Funeral. 

The Minuekur M' Banson M*^ La. Cramlington 

Jna FotheiKill M' Thirkeld M' CampbeU 

H' Timson (outoftowne) M' Nicholls 

Jno Grimshaw M' Steel John Story 

M' Tho" Davison M' Browell Jno Potter 

Rich*" Hinkester M' SheUy M' Jobling 

Jno Baxter M' Sandwell M' Fallow 

M' Swinhoe M' W" Cnmlington M' Rilnogton 
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M' Jos. Forster 
M' Jna Wattson 
M*^ Jno. Forster 
M' Allom 
M' Binkes 
M' Beckett 
M' Huddleston 



M' Waine 
M' Tho' Holme 
Ra: Cooke 
M' Prankett 
M' Sandford 

(not in Towne) 
M' Johnson 



Hen. Johnson 



AT 



M' Mulcaster 
M' Stelling 
M' Kennidy 
John Hardy 
M' Bernardo 
M' Hewitt 
M'Wise 
Watters 



Vit d^itneral ot i^it wmiUm Bladtett tit €bfxtf* 

[Sir William died, 25 Sep., 1728, and was buried in 

the Church of S. Nicholas.] 

Twenty four Mutes. 

Two Beadles belonging to St Andrew's, (staves covered). 

Thirkeld the Schoolmaster and his Thirty Boys, in Black Cloth. 

Two Beadles belonging to St. Nicholas, (staves covered). 

Two Servants in Mourning, hats off, (Biley and Boy Tom). 

The Horse led by Jerry and Winship, hats ofil 
Two Servants, in Morning, hats off (the Footman and Jack y« 

Butler). 
Two persons, carrying y^ Banners, hats on, (R*^ Allgood, F' Sal- 

keld, jun. 

Two Servants, in Mourning, hats off, (Fletcher and y*' Cook). 

Two Persons, carrying y« Banners, hatts on (Tho« Robinson & Wm 

Robson. 
The Eight Stewards in Mourning. 
The Town Clergy according to their order, vis^. Curates first, 2dly 
Lecturers, 3d y^ Parish Priests. — M' Shaftoe, M" Featherston, D' 
Tomlinson, M"^ Farrington, M*^ Cuthbert 

Inferior Clergy and Schoolmasters — M*^ Cowling, M' Hall, M^ 
Bum, M' Hall, M' Tomson, M' Wilkinson, M' Maddison, M' Cuth- 
Ellison, M' Allgood, M' Lodge, M' Feme, M' Carr. 
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The Vicar, 
Sir John Swinbum THE The Hon. Dixie Windsor 

M' Shippen CORPSE Sir Chaloner Ogle 

John Fenwick of Byweli With eight Baron Hilton 
Collonel Liddell bearers Robert Lawson of Chirton 

Walter Calterley, Esquias, Chief Mourner. 
Closb Mourners in Cloaks : — M' Villiers, S' Walter Cal^eriy, 
S' Edward Blackett, S' William Wentworth, William Davison, 
Thomas Davison, Christopher Midford, Robert Midford, Michael 
Midford, M' Carr, M' Watson, M' Laidman. 

The Four Trustees in deep mourning. 

Sixteen Free Porters with their Halberts covered. 

Serjeants at Mace, maces covered. 

Sword Bearer, Water Bailiff, Town Clerk, Chamber Clerk. 

The Marshall 

The Regalia. 

The Aiayor, Magistrates, Recorder, Sheriff* and Under Sheriff*. 

The Common Council: — Roberto Johnson, Robert Sorsbie, 

Richard Swinburne, James Moncaster, Thomas Wasse, Matthew 

White, Thomas Waters, John Stephenson, Cuthbert Smith, Chal- 

loner Cooper, William Ward, James Sorsbie, William Armstrong, 

William Harbottle, John Hudson, Francis Armorer, George Gatis, 

John Coltard, Thomas Wright, Christopher Rutt^r, Thomas Waters, 

William Trewhitt, Thorp Steward, John Cutter. 

Towns Gentlemen : — M^ Wilkinson, M^* Hjmers, M' Rogers, 
Thomas Bigg, M' Collingwood, M^ Clennell, James Fryer, Cuth- 
bert Swinburne, Ralph Featherston, William Cuthbert, Thomas 
Ord, Lawyer Gray, John Shaftoe, Charles Atkinson, Henry Atkin- 
son, John Simpson, Thomas Lambton, Aid. Ridley*s son. Lawyer 
Clennell, Coll' Brougham, M** Coulson's son, M' Reay*s son, IVf 
Ellison's son, Rudson^ son, M** Simpson's son, M' Malabar. , 

(Scarves 98. a yard, Sham Gloves 3s. 4d. Rings 1 gu.) Mr John 
Steel, M' Edward Harle, M' Whitfield, D' Askew, M' Carpenter. 
(With Scarves 7s. a yard, Shamy Gloves Ss. 4d.) Thomas 
Brumell (or Dawes), Mark Browell, M' Robert Fenwick, Greorge 
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MidfonV John Brown, Fen wick Lambert, M' Dawson gaoler, An- 
drew Wise, Anthony Isaacson, Roger Wilson, D" Lambert, Prs. 
Benardeau, Jo Liddell, Matthew Bell, D'' Shaw, William Hanby, 
Henry Waters, John Ord, Francis Salkeld, M' Thomas Davison, 
Attorney, M' Thomas Potts, Attorney, M John Sutton, M^ Cuth- 
bert Ogle, Wolston Pawson, D' Huntley, M' Bates, M"^ Micer, At- 
torney, M' William Reed, M"" Clarkes man, D' Lowthen, M' 
Matthew Dawson, George Potts, William Benson, George Simp- 
son. 

Gentlemen of Northumberland : — (Scarves of 9s. Gloves 3s. 
4d.) Rev. M' Sharp, Rev. M"- Stoddart of Eglingham, M' Howard, 
Ralph Widdrington, M*" Bewick, John Forster, William Charlton 
Thomas Riddell, Rev. M Eden, Rev. M Graham, Sir John Dela- 
val, Sir William Middleton, M' Jennison, M' Shafto, M' Bacon, 
Dr Ogle, Thomas Allgood, Christopher Teesdale, Shaftoe Delaval, 
William Coulson, Henry Ogle, M*^ Ainsley, Gallyhill, M' Lawson, 
of Chirton his two sons. Sir John Swinburne's two brothers, Robert 
Allgood, M' Wastall, M' Thomas Dawson, M' Thornton, Gawen 
Ainsley, Sir William Loraine his 2^ son, M"^ Roberts, M^ Potter, 
Thomas Errington, Philip Hodgson, M- William Hunter of Wark- 
worth, M' Withrington of Cocklepark, M' Dixon, J. Fen wick. 
(Scarfe of 98. Gloves, 3 . 4d. Rings, Igu. John Laidman, 

Mr Watson.) 

Scarfes of 7«. Gloves, 2s. — The two Vaughans, Mr. Rdward 
Fenwick, Richard Hobs, William Taylor, M"- Grindel, George Rob- 
son, Robert Elrington, William Ainsley, Fenwick Bowman, Wil- 
liam Selby, Robert Todd, Reynold Hall, M' Bonner, Callerton, Rev. 
M^^ Boyne, Mr Andrews, M Forster, Heigham Dikes, M' Charlton 
of Leehall, D" Charlton, M- Green of Hexham, M' John Leidger 
of Elswick, M*^ Reed of Belli ngham, M' William Sanderson of 
Heighley, Edward Gray of Shoreston, Francis Brandling, Johhua 
Greene of Stannington bridge, Roger Wilson of Walwick (his son), 
M' J°. Weatherburn of Denton, M' Thomas Carr, M"" John Wat- 
son of Hexham, Doctor Lambert, M' Featherston of Dukesfield, 
M*^ Rob. Lawson, M Hilton Lawson. 

£ 



34 

Gbntlkmem op Durham: (Scarves, 9s. Gloves, 3«. 4rf.) 
George Bowes, (6s. 6d. gloves), M' Cotesworth, M' John Shafto, 
William Bacon, Thomas Allan, Henry Ellison, two Robinsons of 
Sunderland, Robert Bewick, Major Nichols, M' Grainge, Rev. M' 
John Thomlinson, M' Conyer8(if in Countrey), Ralph Brandling, esq. 
The Stewards of the Incorporated Companies. 
The Incorporated Companies about Fifteen Hun- 
dred in Number. 
The Coach in Mourning, the Coachmen 
Cloaked, Postilion a Escutel. 

Gentlemen that did not come ; their Scarfes, &c. given 
to others in this list : M' Sharp, M' Bewick, M' Jennison, 
M' Wastell, M' Thornton, M' Roger Hall, M' John Wat- 
son, M' Robinson, junr., M' Grainger, M' John Thomlin- 
son, M' Conyers, Ra. Brandling, esq., M' John Wilkinson. 

The Mourning was delivered after the foll»mann': jFW- 
day y* 4', to the Body of Mag? by the Marsh^ & a serv* in 
mourning, to y* Common Council by 2 seiv*" in mourning, 
to y towns Gent" by 2 Serv*' in mourning, to y* Merch*" 
Comp & Hoastmen by 2 serv*" in mourning. Saturday, 
to y'' Several Comp"? by sending 2 serv with the Rings & 
Gloves to their severall meeting ho?, at y® hours before ap- 
pointed, also Lres to y* Stewards, of invitation, their 
Beadles had hatbands & Gloves when they invited them. 
OoL 1. Lres of Invitation sent to all y* Bearers & County 
Gentlemen by a Serv*, but their mourning was fitted on 
by 3 women in y* Office at 2 a Clock on Monday when 
they came to the funeral, to which place they were direct- 
ed by two Serv** in deep Mourning. 
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M' VilUers, M' Midford, M' Clark, M* Maj. AUgood, 
M' Lan. Allgood^ M' Ab™ Dixon^ mourning of the best 
cloth. J. Richmond & M' Hunter, cloth of I7s. a yard. 
The Cook, Hutchinson, Butler, Footman, Coachman, & 
Garden*', cloth of 10*. 6(/. The Huntsman Jerry, un- 
der Coachman, Postilion, Boy Tom, & M' Allgoods 
Servant, Cloth of 8*. a yard. 5yds ^ Cloth at 10*. 
6d. a yard, sent per Jos Dodds y** 27th Sept. to John 
Armstrong, Rob Armstrong, Rich Allgood, Frank Sal- 
keld, John Vickers, M' Peart, & his Son, to be made up 
at their own Charge. Wm Robson, W"* Dobton each 5y*** 
of Cloth at 10*. 6d, to be made up by themselves. 

Scarves disposed of, 238. Shammy Gloves, 228 pairs 
Ribbon Bound Gloves, 1658 pairs. Rings, 80 at 13*. 6d, 
each, and 77 at 21*. 



The Common Mourning Saddle Furniture are, for y* 
Servants out of Livery, Black, Saddles w*** Grey Cloth 
Hoosing 8c Bags Trim'd w*** Black mohare Fringe, y* Bri- 
dles Black, y* Bitts & Buckles Japan'd. 

For y* Livery Sev** Blak Saddles w*^ Grey Cloth Hoos- 
ing &c. Trim'd with Black Lace, y* Bitts & buckles 
Japan'd. For y* Hammer Cloth for Coach, Sum has a 
Dark Grey Cloth Trim'd w*** Black Fringe, But I would 
advise a Black Bears Skin, w*** Black Claws, which when 
out of Mourning, will Sute the Handsomest Coaches. 
For y* Gentlemens own Furniture, Fine Black Cloth 
Hoosings w* Black Silk Fringe. 
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fTjfte ^iirm at Ht ^ttneral tor Bame iSli^ttb 

Slat&ett 

[Wife of Sir Walter Calverley Blackett : buried in 
S. Nicholas, 27 Sep. 1759.1 

Outside the Street Gate : 2 Beadles^ viz. All Saints two> 
2 Servants^ viz. James Hepple & Hen. Hall. Inside the 
Street Gate : 2 Servants, viz. WilF Colley & Michai Da- 
vis, ^t the Pillars : 2 Beadles^ viz. St. Johns and St. 
Andrews^ 2 Servants, viz. Jn* Williams & Dav* Gresham. 
Outside of Hie House Door : 2 Beadles^ viz. Saint Nicho- 
las, 2 Servants, viz. Jn*' Turner & Jn* Ogle. Inside The 
House Door : 2 servants, viz. M' Greenw* & M' Harvey, 
who are to shew y* Bearers into y* Parlour, y* Mourners 
into y* Long Hall, y* Gent° w*** Scarves, viz* y* Corpora" 
y* Clergy &c low^ y* Dining Room & to keep an acco* 
of y* N* of Mourners & Bearers. At y' Serjeants hall 
Door : 1 Servant, viz* M' Laidler. At y* Foot of y* 
Stairs : 1 Servant, viz* Mr. Hay. At y* head of y' Stairs 
or Dining room Door : I Servant, viz* M' Porter. — M' 
Percival to put on y* Cloaks & to call out y* Mourners two 
& two according to his List & to desire y*' Gentlemen w*** 
Scarves to go two and two— J. & H. Richm* to see y' 
whole regularly conducted — To return in y* same oider 
as they proceeded. 

Six Beadles, staves covered, gloves and hatbands : Two of S. 
Nicholas, Two of All Saints, One of S. Andrews, 8e one of S. Johns. 

Eight Mutes, hats, hatbands and gloves : Tho" Shortrig. John 

Finn, Jno. Davison, William Ireland, John iJeron, 

Geo. Younger, Walter Scott, Bob. Scott 
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Servants : Henry Bell, Michai Davis, John Williams, John 

Ogle, James Hepple, Wilfred Colley, David Gresham, John Turner, 

M' Hay, M' Porter, Mr Harvey, M' H. Richmond, M-^ J. 

Richmond, Ms Laidler, M.' Greenwood, M'' Robson. 

George Bowes, esq. - Lord Northumberland. 

Geoige Delaval, esq. q Lord Ravensworth. 

Lancelot Allgood, esq. O S' John Swinburne, Bt. 

William Fenwick, esq. ^ S' Thos. Clavering, Bt. 

William Ord, esq, § S' Henry Grey, Bt 

William Carr, esq. E-» 8' Matthew White, Bt. ^ 

SiE Walter Calvej^ly Blackett, Babonet. 

Christopher Blackett of Newcastle, sir Edward Blackett, bart. of 

Matfin, John Erasmus Blackett of Newcastle, Major Blackett, John 

Blackett of Wylam, John Blackett, junr. of Wylam, Christopher 

Reed of Chipchase, Francis Blake of Twizel, William Ord, junr. of 

Morpeth, John Ord of Morpeth, Thomas Davison of Beamish, 

Murton Davison of Beamish, Rev. M' Laidman of Warden, Robert 

Bewick of Closehouse, M' William Watson of Newcastle, Stephen 

Watson of North Seaton, M' Thomas Blackett at M' Cooksonis, 

M' Laidman, senr. of Morpeth, John Wilkinson of Newcastle, 

Richard Clutterbuck of Warkworth, Robert Fenwick of Lem- 

ington, Alexander Collingwood of Unthank, Nicholas Roberts of 

Hexham, Thomas Swinburne of Tanfield, esquires. 

Edward Collingwood of Chirton. 

Ralph Sowerby Mayor, Recorder, John Simpson, Matthew Ridley, 

Henry Partis, Cuthbert Smith, John Stephenson, William 

Peareth, William Clayton, Henry Eden, Matthew Bell, Edward 

Mosley, Sheriff, Jonathan Sorsbie, Chamber clerk, John Ord, 

under sheriff, Mr William Gibson, Clerk 

The Vicar, Rev. Thomas Tumor, Rev. M' Ellison, senr. 

Rev. M' Dockwray, Rev. M' Clayton, Rev. M' Swinbum, Rev. 

M' Maddison, Rev. M' Thompson, Rev. M' Ciarkson, Rev. 

M' Moises, Rev. M' Ellison, jun. Rev. M-^ Brewster, Rev. 

M' Alderson, Rev. M' Stephenson, Rev. M' Brunton. 
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D' Lambert, M' Lambert, D' Askew, M' HallowelL 
M' Timothy Pbilipaon, Clerk, & M' Charles Aviaon, Organist 

(These to be at S. Nicholas.) 
M' Hymers, Clerk of S. Andrew, M*^ Murray, Schoolmaster, 

Rev. M' Rastal, M<- Percival. 
John Widdrington. Mourning Coach Thomas Berry. 

and Six. 
William Hales. Mourning Coach George Liddle. 

and Six. 

All the Mourners, & Bearers had Scarves, Gloves, and 
Hatbands, and the others. Scarves and Gloves. All the 
Assistants, Grave Diggers, Plumbers, Joiners, Upholders, 
Coachmen, and Gentlemen's Servants had gloves. 

Rings, 102 in number were given to the following, be- 
sides the Mourners and Bearers ; — 

M' William Gill, M^ Gill, M*- Allgood of Nunwick, M» Widdring- 
ton, M" Simpson, Rev. John Ellison, Miss Ellison, Miss Richmond, 
M'" Ueadlam, M' Thomas Davison of Ferryhill, Francis Delaval, 
esq., John Delaval, esq*, M" Delaval, Sir John Eden, Lady Dow- 
ager Eden, junr., M'^ Blackett of Rippon, M^ Tankred, Mrs Curtis, 
Rev. M^ Rastal, M» Rastal, M'» Perfect, Mrs Marshall, M» Hun- 
gerford. Lady Mansel, Mr.) Gordon, Lady Buchan, Mrs Marshall of 
London, Sir William Wentworth, M^** Wentworth, Sir Greorge Tre- 
velyan, Lady Trevelyan, The two Miss Dalstons, The four Miss 
Blakes, Rev. D' Blackett, M'^ C. Blackett, M' & M'*» Scott, Rev- 
Mf Bewick, Mrs Stanhope of Horseforth, Walter Wade, esq., Mr 
Wm. Robson M'' Thomas Stoker, Lady Blackett of Matfin, Lord 
Chief Baron Ord, Lady Dowager Milbanks, Sir Ralph Milbanks, 
Mf« Ord of Fenham, M » Bowes M" Thomlinson, M<^ Roberts, Lady 
Milbanks, Rev. M^ Milbanks, Capt Watson (bro. to W'^ Watson, 
Misses Nanny & Betty Davison of Durham, M^ Siddal of York, 
M' Cross, M'^ Rutter. 
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28 Sep. 1759. — Orders for Sundry Payments on Lady 
Blacketts Death: To the Poor of St Nicholas 20 gs. St. 
Andrews 20 gs. AH Saints 30 gs. St. Johns 20 gs. The Gaol 

5 gs. Hartburn 15 gs. Kirkwhelpington 10 gs, Kirkharle 6 gs. 
Hexham 20 gs. 

To Servants : — Mark Harvey ; David Greenwood, His 

wages 8e 20 gs., John Porter, his wages 8e 15 gs. John Turner...., 
John Williams , Wilfred Colley » Micha Davis, his wages 

6 5 gs., David Gresbam, his wages 8e 6 gs., James Hepple, to stay 
in the country & wait at the hall & do anything about the garden or 

Land as ordered., John Ogle , John Widdrington, his wages & 

10 gs., Thos. Berry, and Hen. Hall, (Coach, Stable), Hall to have 
one third of all vales given to him or Berry, Berry to have no per- 
quisite irom wheels, harness or carriages & horses, only his wages & 
the above two men for driving. Hall to wait upon the servants hall. 

To Mrs. Wilkinson, her wages & 20 gs. Mary Mathews, lOL a, 
year for life & to go to her friend in Berkshire 8e 5 gs. for her jour- 
ney. Isabel Hepple, to stay at Newcastle House. Mary Trumble, 
her wages & 2 gs. Margt Morrison, her wages & 6 gs. Jane Grey, 
to stay at Newcastle House. Eliz. Cowen, her wages & 6 gs. 
Doro. Carr, her wages 8e five gs. Abigail Pearson, her wages & 5 
gs. Mary Brown to stay where she is, the Porter, Ann Hepple, 
Isab. Atkinson, to stay at Wallington. 

To D' Lambert 20 gs. To do. for Walln? 10 gs. 



[Augustine Lumley seems to have filled some office 
in the Blackett household, and was not improba- 
bly, directly or remotely descended of that branch 
of the ancient and noble family of the name which 
had been seated from an early period in the vi- 
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cinity of Ax^ell, in the county of Durham. There 
was a family of Lumley of Newcastle, shipwrights;** 
a Richard Lumley of Gateshead, apothecary,*^ a 
Roger Lumley who filled an office about the town- 
court ; and who was probably the same who was 
baptized at S. John's, 14 Sep. 1600 ; and William 
and George his brothers, with James of Newcastle, 
yeoman, their father ; a George Lumley a mercer, 
with Mary his wife ;^ and a Boger Lumley of Axe- 
sheles, in the county of Durham, gentleman, whose 
daughter Isabell became in 1608 the wife of Robert 
Thomlinson of Gateshead, gentleman ; which said 
Robert had shortly previous, conveyed in trust 
to another Roger, of Whickham (possibly a cousin 
of him of Axesheles) and Henry Harrison of the 
same place, certain property in Gtiteshead, as the 
marriage settlement of his intended wife.^ But 
we have not found anything about Augustine, who 
a little before his death pens the following interest- 
ing letter^ to his executors : 

Newcastle 16° Jan' 1695-6. 
Tho' I have no maner of Aversion to the De- 
cent and Publick way of Burying in this Place ; 
yet for Some Reasons I do earnestly desire that I 

^ Shipwright's Bks. ^ Barber's Bks. ® Corporan. Bks. 17 Cent. 
' Sharp MSS. « Copy deed in pos. Lady Hawks. 
^ Copy in Trevelyan MSS. 
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may be buried Privately and w'^ as Little Expence 
as possible. My poor Relations have been at no 
Small Cost in Educating me ; and therefore I 
would have them consider^, and as much savM for 
'em of that little w*^ I have as can be conveniently: 
I leave all that I have to my mother, Bro. Jeffer- 
son & Sister, and am Sorry Hi« so very little. I 
hope my good friends of this house and M"* Simp- 
son who have been so kind in my life time, will pay 
this last office, and Interr me according to Desire 

Augustine Lumley.] 

The Executors. & Executrix's of Mr. Augustine 
Lumley deceased are Dr — 29 Jan. 1695. To Cash p^ 
y* Church dues & laying y® Stone 16*. To soe much given 
y® Beadle for his attendance Is. p*^ Jn** Collingwood Note 
fbr Cofin 10*. p** M' Potts Note for Gloves 5s, 6d. p* M" 
Crawfoots Note 6/. 1*. 6d» p^ M' Stephenson for one Gall, 
w* wine 5s. 4d. p* M' Golightley. y* Barb^ in full for 
shaving M' Lumley 5*. p*^ for a Hatband for M' Bilter 
2s. 6d. p* carriage of a Box to y' Countrey 6d. For Cloaks 
1*. Sd. Nurse ISd. -p^ Marg^ Sanderson her Quarteridge 
2*. 6d, p* her more for Sitting up &c. 2*. p* y* 4 m. y* 
cary'd him 6s. p** M' Edens note 1/. 19*. [Suma 111.] 
Cr. — ^25 Jan. By Money found in his Pockett when he 
dyed 11. 7^* 6d. By one years Sallery due to him the 
Second Febry next ensuing is 30/. — To Ballance re- 
maining due to them^ and p<^ M^ Geo. Jeffreyson 201. 7^- 

ed. 

F 



*2 ^^^t«*^** 

hi. Blaster. To *>« *f isi. ¥<» Jl, r ^*^^ 

««• *»' *^ ^«e9 *«t !Lio« t^« **?-i9 very ^J ^i, 
with the 8 '^e'^^^g^ ^w* «* V^lcso» ^. . By 8*^, , him. 
By Soe mncb J^ ^^^^ ^^„o Todd ^^^fplacUett ^. 

2,. each. [S;SJs i-o- ^'^^ ^" 
Pockett apo» **** 
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.MARK BKOWELL=Jah 



bur. i. Not. in9.< 



RDWiinilBHO WKLL^Bl.IZ' 

tawndatSt. Joiui't, Ob- i 

CmmbTidie, B.A. i;«3. 

i;iO, M:A- 17U, 7 
a.T.P. 1728. R«lor 



bip 25 &rp. 
, 16S8,'ob.2§, 



John, PBANCBS,=i>rBROSE Janb- 

bp.m>M. bp, BMir. QnBY, born 14, 

im,'har. Ifl93,*; U»(« bop. M 

12 April, inar- fl uid Julr, 

IS93.* Jiia.l73J,* Uuinst. ISSS.* 



BUZAIIBTH=OEOR0E ClilVEBlIIO 

nuf. 1710, ofGtemcioft.Sndton 
Ob. ». n. 19 of Sir lunm CIbyh- 
Dct 17(13. [s iae, Baronet, ob. H 
Iha Seth M>7, !7M. 



DTOvl^'^bv; abndi^orSH n 



O^etoca^tle. 



T 



bar. 28 
Mar. 



fiLLTAM BBOWBLL^ 
«nd by pntrimony, 
28 FebfieiSd. 



GEORGE BROWELL, 

bftp. June 24, 1712,* 

liyiiiel729. 



UfsJOHN 
I'l.l Hills, 
.}>! attorney, 

r. New- 
^•j castle. 



Ann, Margaret, Charles, Juuan, MarkBrowbll, 
«p. 7 bftP. 3 Jan. to. 28 tro. 16 bp. IS Oct. 1702/ 



Sep. 

16W,» 

bur. 8 

Mar. 
1700.1.* 



Ifl98,» 

bur. 28 Feb. 

1606-9.* 



Mav, 
1700« 
bur. 24 
July, 
17(».« 



Sep. a~ solicitor, will 
1701,« dat. 4 Ap. 1739, 
liTii^ proyed 2S Ap, id. 

1739. an. bur. 22 April, 
1739.» 



Elizabeth, 

bp. 17 Ap. 

1704.» 



Grace. 

bar. lo 

Aoff. 

170T.» 



REV. John Mills, 

bap. 15 Aoff. 1726,* 

Coiato of Jarrow, 

Ob. 12 Nov. 1775, 

aged 49.« M. I. 



^StWoS^ng to the Hune itock. Gittwrt Browell, Ohlnuveon, wm proteUy a brother 
f^ttred at Seaton Detoval. 



15tOtOeU> tJie writer of Hub diary, 
as Bon of George Browell, butcher, 
id grandson of Christopher Browell. 
e was bred an attorney, and was en- 
u»red at Famival^a Inn before he prac- 
tised at Newcastle. He married Elizabeth, the daugh- 
ter of Roger Ive,' citizen and stationer of London, by 
vrham he had a daughter, Margaret,'' who died in 

■ A flat alODe it St. Nkholu bore tlii» imcription in 1819 :— 
" Tiu burial pltM of Roger Ive, atizen and Stationer, of London, 
and Maigttfet his wife and children, umo, 1671. Edward hi* ton de- 
parted this life Apg. 7. 1671 

Margaret thnr daughter deputed tbia life tlie 25 of February, 
anno, 1687. Eliiabeth tbnr daughter marryd with Mark Bnnrel, 
gent, the; bod iuae betwixt them, Maigaret and Edward, Margaret 
djd S8 of October, anno, 1688, she dyd 9th of September, anno 
1689." 

'' In 6t Nicholas' B^ter amongBt the borials ahe is called 
Margant Sromu, at/ml, and bat for the indetatigabte leal and in- 
dustij of Mr, H. A. Richardson and his aon Qeorge (the future 
biatorians of Newcaitie) this tract, if pnUiahed at all, would have 
been ahom of its beams, " a deed without a name," and the real 
writer of the diary would have been shronded in obacuritj, peihapa 
for crer ; they hoverer fbnnd that the writer of St. NichoUs* register 
wBi "at hnlr and by Airther reseaicbea in the r^ter of All 



infancy, and a son, Edward, who received a classical 
education at Sadberge, and at the age of seventeen 
was entered of St. John^s GoL, Gambridge, June 
14, 1707.« Preceded B. A. in 1710 ; M. A. in 1714 ; 
and S. T. P. 1726. He was Hector of liomaldkli^ 
from the 16th January, 1713, until the period of his 
decease, 23 Deo. 176S, a lengthened incuoibency ct 
half a century. The latter part of his life was em* 
bittered by severe lUness.^ His wife Elizabeth died 
in the same year, on the 3nd of January, aged 72, 
and his daughter Elizabeth also died m the same 
year, on the 19th of October, af^ei S8 ; die wa9 the 
first wife of George Clavering of Greea^oft, £!sq[.» 
(father, by a second wife, of the present Baronet) she 
died at Bath, and was buried in the Abbey there, 
where a mural monument is erected to her memory. 
He was buried at Biomaldkiii!:, S6th Dec. 1763. 

Saints (faeilitated by the consteot courtesy and am^mty of tii^ fUv« 
Robert Green, the worthy incumbent) aud other records^ the f««l 
name of Margaret, iras Mveuled, which led to (he diaeov^ of the 
writer of the diary. The satisfaction which an antiqoary feek in 
ovefeomiof diffieulties, and in disentangling a tnm deooent; from 
doubt and obseurity, may be imagined, but etumot b9 limited «t 
its true v»Iue by the casual enquirer ; pmving that tli« study of 
antiquaffian lore is not without its pieasufes wd ffiiti&catioiMi t^^^ 
Kor rough, nor barren, an tha winding 'v^ys 
Of hoar antiquity, but stMwn with flowen« 
• College Register : extracted by the kindness of the fMresent Mas- 
ter, Ralph Tatham, D.D., 1847. 



Mafk BfoWell^ the ftith^, maifried a^in; the 
n4tne et his sedond wife yvM Jane, but h&t familj 
id Bot teeonied; she was a fruitful mother, and 
hftd imYerol ehildreil, most of Whom died in their 
isfaAcy» Thre^ daughters survived) via.: Frances^ 
who malried Mn Ambrose Grey, Master atid 
Mar&Mr^ in 17351 She was li widow in 1739 ; 
Jiole InftiTied Mr. Jolm MiUs^ an attditiey, whose 
sOn wfts owratd of JarroW; abd Jtilian was ]inaf( 
a spinster in 1739. 

Mark BroWeU made li singular and eurioos will, 
whiohi As it shews the temper of his mind, is given 
tt e arl y entity as an interesting document of the time. 

In th^ naole of €k)d ftmen, I Mark Browdl of the 
Town and County of Newcastle upon TyAe, Gent., 
being grown into fesM^ yet of sound mind and me- 
mery^ &e»»««If I die ki, or within twenty miles of New- 
easilei I do order my body to be buried in the chtoroh 
of AU HdDbws in my buriall ^Ilbce in the South Ide 
thereofi and that no tnotQ than these Words be in 
eapttall l^t^rs ingtfavte on the stoae^ vis.^^ ^^Jf0B 



* The iMMsriptkm in the Strath Uh quoted by feoimie and Bmud, 
hum Ansi^^MaKiM BrowdhiB generOs' Attonmt* de Buieo^ So^ 
hospiC Fimival Lond' hoc sibt et suis posuit et eetlis parati sBtenui 
mansio. 

Ipae obiit Mctttdo die Notembris, Antoo Domini, VJ^.-^Bntnd, 
^ S7I, YsL 1. 
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Mii^^ adding in figaree the day of my death and the 
year, like as it is done for my wife. Among the 
sentences collected and writ in the white leaves of 
my prayer book, I have writ that this verse may be 
on my grave stone when I am dead, viz., " Hcbc domus 
CBtema est hie 8um situs Me era semper.^ I now for- 
bid the same lest the sence of it should be miscon- 
strued, and I be censured to enervate the belief of the 
resurrection. And I will that my funeral shall be 
without state or pomp, and in such like decent mifin- 
ner as my wife^s, only I will not have it exceed forty 
pounds, and I give rings to none. To my daughter 
Frances Browell J&600., my daughter Julian Browell 
J&600., my daughter Mills J&300., having given her 
£200. at her marriage. 

To my son Edward Browell, Doctor in Divinity, 
his heirs, &c. my messuages, &c. situate without the 
walls, but within the liberties of the said town of 
Newcastle, in a certain street or place there called 
Sidgate. He to pay J&200. into my personal estate, 
to make my daughters sure of their several portions, 
for when I consider that my said son has been much ad- 
vanced in the world, and through my endeavours and 
God^s blessing only, I cannot but say he has shared 
well in my little estate, and has had an handsome 
legacy to remember me by. To my son Edward, all 
the books mencioned in a paper signed by me, bear- 



in^ the date of this will. To my daughter Frances 
Browell, all the letters, papers, and accounts that 
have passed between me and my son Edward Browell 
to keep by her, and my diaries^ confiding in her pru- 
dence in the using of them, and that she will not do 
any thing but for the clearing of truth and avoiding 
all bittei:ness and wrath. 

To my son Mark, my messuage in the Syde, and 
one fifth of a farm or tenement in School Aycliffe, 
and my rent charge of £6. p ant. out of great Ba- 
yington. 

To my son Mark all my draughts and paper books 
of pleadings at law and in equity, and in the SherifiTs 
office, in which last I have laboured abundantly ; but 
I would not have him to part with or dispose of 
any of them, least they should be lost. 

To my son Edward the silver porringer which I 
had with his mother. To my son Mark my buriall 
place in the west end of the North Aisle, bequeathed 
to me by my cousin Abraham Oorbett, — nephews 
Robert Oomforth and George Browell. To my daugh- 
ter Frances my picture and her Mother's, drawn 
by Mr. Stephenson. To my son Edward, the other 
picture drawn of me when I was younger, which has 
my features and likeness att that time, according to 
my judgment of it, though it is not so much set by 
as the other picture is. 



B 
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Danghten FranceB and Julian exeoutrioes. Wo- 
men not bmngfit for lawsuits; in case of lawsuits, I 
appoint my sons Edward and Mark and John Mills to 
be executors. There are nine books of Reports of Lord 
Coke, all in French, very valuable, and other French 
books which my son Mark will never take the pains 
to spell out, therefore, I would have him to sell them. 
Let him have all my letter books in business, and 
letters in answer, which must be of great use to him 
in any business thai has happened through me for 
more than thirty years. 

Signed 20 Oct. 1729. 

//(/iyirjp d the otitic 

He died on the second, and was buried on the 
fifth of November, 1729. 

Mark the younger, son of Mark, was an attorney 
of Newcastle, and was clerk to the Butchers^ Com- 
pany« He does not appear to have been married. 
By his wiU dated 11 April, 1739, (like his father) 
he desires that if he dies within twenty miles of New- 
caatle,he maybe interred in his burial place in the 
South Aisle of All Hallows. His funeral not to ex- 
ceed forty pounds. He gives rings to none, except 
one of the price of a guinea to his brother in law 
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John Mills ; another to his vnle ; another to his sis- 
ter Grey, widow ; and another to his sister Julian 
Browell, spinster. All his lands, &c., to Martin 
Adamson of Newcastle, gent. ; residue to Martin 
Adamson the father, and Thomas Forster. Proved 
23 April, 1739. He was buried at All Saints 22 
April, 1739. 

These slight gleaiungs are nearly all that have been 
collected, and which can be applied with any de- 
gree of certainty to this family, although it would 
appear to have had several stray branches in New- 
castle and at Seaton Delaval. 
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The diary begins on January 1, (1688). 

* J(olm) Squire, Esq., Maior, Newcastle. 

* Sir Wm. Blackett \ 

* Sir Ralph Carr 
Nio. Cole, Esq. 

* Mr. Tim. Davison 

* Mr. George Mourton 

* Mr. Matt. Jeffreyson 
Mr. Tim. Bobson 
Mr. Nich. Fenwick 
Mr. Wm. Aubonie 

* Mr. Nich. Ridley 

* Hen. Lambton, Esq., Deputy Recorder. 

* Mr. Wm. Ramsay, Sheriffe. 

January 2. turned out all y* are thus markt* and 
in their Places 



JAldermen. 






January 3. Sir Wm. Greagh, Mayor. 
4. Edward Widdrington, Esq. 
fanat, Mr. William Johnson 
fanaiick, Mr. Ambross Barnes 
fanatick, Wm. Hutchinson 
idlem, Mr. Tho. Partis 
papist. Mr. John Errington 



pap. 
\ papist, 
honest. 

I Aldermen, 
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fanat. Mr. Joseph Barnes, Recorder. Jan. 11. 
fanatici, Mr. Samuel Gill, Sheriife. Jan. 16. 

Putt in by mandamus. 

1687-8. January 29. Kept a day of rejoyceing 
for the Queen^s being with child. 

Feb. 10. A Quo Warranto against the Charter 
of Newcastle, and such like process against the Elec- 
tors for nott electing the present Mayor and new 
Aldermen. — ^retumd 13 instant.® 

In this month there was a paper conteining y* 
the subscriber should give his vote and interest 
to elect such members in y® Gorporacon to bee bur- 
gesses in Parliament as y® King should recommend, 
they being members of y® Church of England and 
freemen of y« CorporacSn, offered to y« Burgesses of 
Newcastle and by y* Bishop of Durham to y® freemen 
in Durham : an Engine usd for to repeale the penall 
laws against all dissenters and recusants, and those 
other laws that supporte y® church establish^. 

• Brand says, p. 498, vol. ii., that *^ Squire was elected in 1687, but . 
removed by mandamus from the Ring, December 24th, and Sir 
William Greagh, placed in his stead. William Ramsay was elected 
Sheriff at the same time, but removed also by the said mandamus, 
and Samuel Gill appointed in his room,** Also that " The Mayor, 
six Aldermen» the Sheriff, Deputy Recorder, and fifteen of the com- 
mon council were displaced, and others of the King's choice were 
appointed in their stead, p. 196. vol. ii. 
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Signed tiiis paper. 

Mr. Sam. Gill 
Mr. Bob. Wetwang - 
Mr. John Eden 
Mr. Edward Green 
Mr. Edward Grey 
Mr. John PickeUs 

March 17, 1688. 

Then tumd out Aldermen Bobson, Fenwick, Au- 
bonye and Wm. Johnson, and in their Boome Mr. 
Ba. Widdrington of y* Grange, Ba. Brandling of 
Fellen, Esq., Henry Jenison of Newcastle and Ba. 
Elstob of y* same, Mercer ; which are named in y" 
additional Charter geven this Towne by this king, 
James the second. 

[Ba. Elstob' dyd shortly after, and in his place 
named young Esq. Brabant.] 

From Aprill 1st. such great and soe many shoures 
of Snow, as hath nott been within the remembrance 
of Mann all that season, till 9th instant. 

May 2. 1688; my kind friend Mr John Squire, by 
fall of his horse in Chester lane, was struck dead.^ 

' Balph Elstob was the &ther of Elizabeth Elstob the dis* 
tingiiished Saxon Scholar, he was buried at St. Nidioka, 13 April, 
1688. 

' Baried 6 May at St. Nicholas. 
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[Then foIlowB an account of the Bishops who or- 
dered the King's declaration for liberty of conscience 
to be read in their dioceses, (of whom Dr. Nat. Crewe, 
Bishop of Durham was one,) and the committal to 
the Tower of the seven contumacious bishops who 
did not order the Eing'^s declaration to be read.] 

June 12. a rejoycing day kept att Newcastle, for 
a young prince of Wales, who was borne y^ 8 instant. 

June 12. The said bishops by habeas corpus was 
brought to ye Elings bench and their peerage^ over 
ruld, they entred into a recognizance to appear the 
99 Instant. 

June 29. The said Bishops appeared and the de- 
bate held from 9 in the mom till 7 att night ; the 
Oourte was divided, viz. Wright and Allibone^ for the 
King, Halloway and Powell for the Bishops : itt was 
left to y® Jury, and att 7 next morning they brought 
them in nott guilty, for which there was soe great 

^ The word was priviUge originally* 

^ Sir Richard was the son of Job Allibonei he married Barbara 
daiighter and heir of John Blakiston of Gibside in the County of 
Durham, Esq. He was a Catholic, and died 22 Aug., 1688, aged 
67, and was buried at Dagenham, co. Essex. Lady Allibone by 
will, April, 1703, left to Sir William Bowes (who married the 
heiress of the Blakistons) a gold cup and six silyer plates with her 
arms upon them. She died on the road to the North, as she was 
travelling to GKbside with Sir William and Lady Bowes. Lady 
Bowes was her nearest kinswoman. 
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rejoycing by ringing of bells, &c. in Newcastle on 
the third and fourt dayes of July as never was, 
since King Charles the 2nd was restord: — ^rung 
all night. 

June 22. Being sett forward for London, I 
returned home the 23d sick and so continued 
till 28. 

June 28. — Dr. Crew, Bp of Durham, was his visi- 
tac6n att Newcastle, and summonsd all the clergy 
there and in Northumberland, to meet him, who did 
soe. His questions were, if they Jhad received & 
read the Kings declaracon for liberty of Conscience 
in their severall churches, according to order, on the 
third & tenth instant : their reply, that they had re- 
ceived itt, and none of them read itt, butt the refuse 
of the clergy. It was not read in any church in 
Newcastle. 

The Bishop went home the same day, being little 
respected by any, Gergy or Laity, for there were but 
five black coates att dinner, and nott an Alderman, 
butt two ; Ed. Widdrington and Tho. Partis, the 
former a papist, the latter a phanatick, the Recorder 
Barnes, and y® Sheriffe, Sam. Gill. 

July 1. A day kept for the solemnizing the birth 
of the young Prince. 

July 6. I gott a relapse, and was indisposed till 
the 12. 



"H 
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August 3rd. 1688. This day our new GhorterJ for 
Newcastle came home, and was mett with fourty six 
horsemen, gentlemen and their servants : the persons 
named for the Magistracy in that charter, were as 
follows : 

Sr. Wm. Oreagh, Maior. 

Mr. Thomas Badclifie, of Dilston. 

Edward Widdrington, Esq. 

Ralph Brandling, Esq. 

Ralph Widdrington, Esq. of the Grange. 

Nicholas Cole, Esq. 

Ambrose IBlarnes, Merchant, whigg. 



^ The old charter was surrendered on the 8th March, 1688, and 
the order was signed by 
Will. Creagh, Mayor. 



Edw. Widdrington, \ 
Nich. Cole, 
Wm. Robson, 
Nich. Fenwick, 
Wm. Aubone, 
Amb* Barnes, 
Will. Hutchinson, 
Thos. PartiP, ) 

Sam. Gill, Shenflt^ 
and by 



Aldermen. 



Henry Jenison, 
John Ramsay, 
Ra. Elstob, 
Tho. Paice, 
Janies Hargrave, 
Tho. Dawson, 
Ri. Righe, 
Jonath. Hutchinson, 
Richard Wall, 
W. Cmmerson, 
Wm. Milbourn, 
Mathias Partis, 
George Dawson, 
Robert Heslopp, 

Common coUncilmen. 
f Corporation Records. J 

c 
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Wm. Hutohinson, Merchant, iohig^. 

Thomas Partis, mrnakerj^ uihigg. 

Jonathan Hutchmson, Merchant, whigg. 
Mr. John Errington, papist. 

Joseph Barnes, deputy Recorder, whigg, 
Mr. Samuel Gill, Merchant, Sheriff, vyhigg} 

August 13. Newcastle and Northumberland As- 
sizes, — Judges : Ld. Chief Justice Wright, Baron 
Jenner. 

The former satt the Ni. prius, the latter, the Crown 
side. Sheriffe for the County, Sir Richard Neile.m 



^ No doubt a familiar name for his trade of tobacconists 
^ An original mandate from this short lived corporation is stUl 
preserved in the books of the Barber Ghinirgeons, directing the 
company to choose either Robert Heslop or John Reed, as electors 
for the year ensuing, dated 21 Sept. 1688 ; the restoration of the 
charter however, followed so rapidly, that the company elected Mat- 
thew Blunt on the 5th November following. 

™ Second son of Sir Paide Neile (and grandson of Richard Neile, 
successively Bishop of Durham and Archbishop of York.) His 
father by will 18 Dec. 1682, bequeathed to him bis ring^ of nine 
diamonds, the gift of the King of Denmark to the Archbishop. 
Sir Richard was a solicitor, under sheriff for the County of Dur- 
ham, afterwiirrds owner of Plessy Hall, co. Northumberland, by 
marriage with Aime, daughter of Ralph Pudsey, of Plessy Hall, 
widow of Charles Brandling, of Alnwick Abbey, Esq. \ knighted 
29th Nov. 1686, at Whitehall; died 3 March, 1692. Sir Paul 

r 

^9Si an early member of the Royal Society, and his treatise on 
Ciyder is printed in the transactions of that learned body. 
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September 15, 1688. My wife was delivered of a 
female child betwixt three and foure a clock in the 
morning. 

Sep. 25. My child Xtned Margaret, p Mr. 
Joseph Bonner, Curate. 

(John Hindmarsh, Esq. 
Madam Jane Bobson 
Mrs. Margaret Ive 

October 28, 1688. Sunday. My child Margt. 
dyed betwixt tenn and eleven in the forenoone, soe 
shee lived six weekes, one day, and seaven hourcs : 
distemper, convulsions in her bowells. 

Octo. 30. Tuesday. She was buried att St. Ni- 
cholas church att 3 in the aft6rnoone, by Mr. Wm. 
Drake, Curate, and laid on the North side of her 
grand father'^s stone. 

Bidder." Servers. 

Nicholas Sackeild Mrs. Eatherlne Snow 

Mrs. Margt. Clark 

^ The Bidder is the penon who invites or *< bids ** the guests to 
come to the funeral — ^he precedes the corpse to the grave. 

The " servers '* are generally young girls dressed in black, with 
white shawls and hoods ; they follow the bidder^ and they hold each 
other by the little finger. Their business is to *< serve*' refresh- 
ment to the friends who have been ^bidden** to the funeral. 
These customs still prevail to a certain extent, even in Newcastle, 
but they are rapidly disappearing. 
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October 1. Mr. Win* Hutchinsoii, chogen Maior 
or Newcastle, and Mr. Matthias Partis, Sheriife. 

October 10th. To attend Mr. Elisons com(inis- 
sion) att Morpeth : putt of till the 15. 

November 5. 1688. Then was restored to the 
Gorporac6n of Newcastle upon Tyne, their antient 
Charter, with their libertyes and franchises, with 
their magistracy, and all other things as in the yeare 
1679 ; all innovations and changes which since that 
time happened, being by proclamac6n taiken away :^ 

The Ma^strates are as follow, 

Nicholas Ridley, Esq., Mayor. 

Sir Wm. Blackett. 

Sir Ralph Jenison. 

Sir Balph Carr. 

Timothy Davison, Esq. 

Timothy Bobson, Esq. 

George Mourton, Esq. 

Nicholas Fenwick, Esq. 

Wm. Aubonie, Esq. 

Wm. Carr, Esq. new one. 

John Bamney, Esq., new one. 

Wm. Bamsey, Esq. new one. 

o The Corporation records state that they were appointed in 
pursuance of his Majesty's order in Council, bearing date the 17th 
day of October, 1688, for restoring corporations. 
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Matthew White, Esq., Steriff. 
Sir Bob. Shartoe, Beoorder. 
Coroners, 

Mr. CJeorge Winfield. 
Mr, Wm, Bootflower. 
November 4, 1688. The Dutch anchord in England 
and the 5tb landed at Dartmouth, Turbay, and 
Exmouth in the West.' 

' This 19 tbe lut entry in the diary. A few printte note* oreur 
kftenrards, of litde importance. On going to London in Trinity term, 
1688, he intends to buy b cloake for himself, a white wanded crtdle 
and twilled basket, a worsted cnipe manty and petticoat, half-a- 
pound of damaak powder, and for his mother and sister Agatha ench, a 
pair of shooes and pattens, his mother's of (llack cloth, his sisterV of 
leather, and a fashionable colour ; for his wife a pair of pattens lo fit 
hia mother's shoe ; for his mother Ice, 19 yards of cloath crape and 
Cor sister Agatha 8 yards of y' same of his wife's. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE 



ROBERT SURTEES, ESQ. 



H«lf ctoich of Old. haltcMtlc 'piinit the Scot, 
And Ionic lo nAiD these veoerAblf wbIh, 

' There might I Hhare my SurtHfl' bappierlot, 
WboleaWHAtnillhiap&trimonitJ field 
To raniack eyiiry aypt uul haEow^d apot, 
AndlroDioblinoiirend the apoilfl they jield, 

Redoriiig prieuly chmnt and clug of knightly ihield. 

Seml'i nareld 1^ Daunlhti. Caitlt 



OBEBT SUETEES,* was 
bom in the South Bailey, 
in the city of Durham, April 
jlat 1779. His father, Eobert 
ISiirtees, eeq., of Mainsforth 
,in the county of Durham, had 
married his first cousin, Doro- 
thy, daughter and co-heiresa 
of William Steele, of Lamb abbey, in Kent, and 

• The arms of Surteea, prefixed to thin ootice, are copied from 
; of Bobert Sufteys of Ryton, who with hU son 
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Bed Lion Square, London, an East Indian direc- 
tor and M. P. for Hindon. Though differing 
in tastes, each parent had talents. The mother, 
a lady adorned with personal and fashionable 
attraction, possessed considerable literary acquire- 
ments: the father was a scholar, a skilful amateur 
painter,* and a recluse. 

Their only child who survived infancy, called 
Robert after his father, was sent as a boarder, at 
the age of seven, to Eepyer school, at Houghton- 
le-Spring,'f then under the able superintendence of 

Edward Surtees, (the one the great great grandfather, the other 
the great grand£Either of the historian) purchased Mainsforth of 
the fiunily of Hutton. The tombstone now forms one of the 
flags leading to the porch of RjUm church. Robert Surteys of 
Byton was himself the second surviving son of Edward Suerties 
or Surtees of Broad Oak, gentleman, by his wife Margaret Goul- 
son, niece and heiress of Robert Surtees the alderman of Durham 
in 1686-90 and 99. 

* Several spirited etchings, designed and engraved by this gen- 
tleman, have been introduced as vignettes into the volumes of his 
son. 

f It is not improbable that, in the parish church at Houghton-le- 
Spring, the monumental effigy of a recumbent warrior, accoutred 
suitably to the period of Edward IL, and attributed by the tradition 
of the neigbourhood to one of the Le Spring fiunily, may have 
formed the first subject of his antiquarian speculations. In the 
reign of that king. Sir John le Spring was slain in his own house : 
and perhaps same vague story of his havmg met his death in conse- 
quence of an amotcr may have captivate an imagination ever alive to 
the romantic. « Such are the acddents whidi, sometimes remem- 



the rev. William Fleming; and while there, (as is 
related by one of his schoolfellows still living,) in- 
stead of playing with the other boys, he would, both 
in the daily play hours and on the occasional holi- 
days, go into the village or ramble over the neigh- 
bourhood, and, enquiring for the oldest inhabit- 
ants, get them to repeat to him traditional rhymes 
and legends, or point out to him ancient relics. 
He was thence removed in 1793 to Neasden in 
Kent, and placed under the care of Dr. Bristow, 
to be prepared for College : and in the October 
of 1796 commenced his residence as a Commoner 
at Christ Church College, Oxford ; where he was 
commended for his compositions in Latin verse, 
and obtained a high reputation for Greek scholar- 
ship : and, at the end of his academic course, 
became a student at the Middle Temple, and 
read in the chambers of a conveyancer. 

Old Mr. Surtees had been in the habit of say- 

bered and perhaps sometimes forgotten, produce that particular desig- 
nation of mind, and propensity for some certain science or employ- 
ment, which is commonly called genius.** (Dr. Johnson's Life of 
CSowley). A spirited ballad on the death of <* Sir John le Spring/* 
was the production of his later years : and was originally published 
in the *'Bishoprick Garland.*' It seems formed partly on the 
model of some of the poems in Lewis's *' Tales of Wonder,** — a 
book which came out in 180], and ever continued to be a great 
&?ourite with Mr. Surtees. 



B 
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ing to hia son when entering life: — ''You may 
have what money you like, Bob; only there will 
be BO much the less for you when I die.^^ And 
this confidence, acting on an affectionate heart 
and highly honourable mind, made the son pru- 
dent then, and generous afterwards. 

On his father^s death in 1802, before Mr. Sur^ 
tees, jun., was of standing to be called to the 
bar, he retired* to Mainsforth, and relinquished 
his connection with the profession; though not, 
it is presumed, without having acquired, in his 
preparation for it, the power of rapidly mastering 
the contents of legal documents, which must after- 
wards have been of great service to him in ool« 
looting materials for his county history. On the 
23 «[une, 1807, he married Anne, daughter of 
Ralph Bobinson, esq., of Middle Herrington, in 
the county of Durham. 

After this important step Mr. Surtees appears 
to have settled with greater perseverance to the 
composition of his history, for which since child- 

* Through one of his infloential Christ Church companions, the 
offer, so alluring to youth, of the situation of an attach^ to an em- 
hassy at one of the European courts was about this period made to 
him fruitlessly : and later Bishop Barrington, who loTed to encour- 
age literary men to take holy orders, in vain held out to him, as an 
inducement to take that step, the oHum cum HgmtaU of a stall in 
Durham Cathedral. 
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hood he had been storing information and for whioh 
he was fitted by a rare combination of qualities. 
He was a great and very rapid reader, often 
gathering ihe matter of a page at a glance. His 
memory was unusually tenacious ; and, as an exam- 
ple of its strength it may be mentioned that, when 
he was one day calling on bishop Barrington, he was 
requested to make out, when at leisure, the pedi- 
gree of some party who happened then to be a 
subject of interest or curiosity to the prelate; 
" Oh ! my lord,'' answered Mr. Surtees, " if you will 
give me a pen and ink I will write it down for you 
now,'' and then, without referring to any authori- 
ties, at once drew out the pedigree with genealogi- 
cal accuracy and minuteness. His genius was highly 
poetic ; and it enabled him at once to discover the 
hidden beauties of Antiquity, while it assisted him 
in clearing away the dust which ages had spread 
over their ruins. Of Mr. Surtees' habits of com- 
position it may be remarked that he seldom sat 
long at a time to write: but was accustomed to 
waUk up and down on his terrace at Mainsforth 
to digest in his own noind the materials he had 
collected ; and then^ returning at intervals to 
his study, would write down with great rapid- 
ity what he had thus prepared. The first volume 
of his history of Durham was published in 1816, 
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the second in 1820, the third in 1823, and the 
fourth, posthumoufily, in 1840. Of this work Dr. 
(Robert) Southey has said '^ No magazine is more 
miscellaneous in its contents than a book like this 
before us, which, though strictly methodical in its 
structure, is nevertheless, and of necessity, a far- 
rago in folio. It is to be liked the better there- 
fore, as king Henry^s eldest son in the ballad was, 
for the heterogeneous legitimacy of his features ; 
especially when, as in the present case, the far- 
rago is brought together by one who is endowed, 
not only with the erudition and the perseverance 
required for such an undertaking, but also with 
such talent and genius as seldom condescend so to 
be employed ; and with a playfulness of characteiv 
istic .humour, which every now and then breaks 
out like a gleam of sunshine, to cheer his patient 
labours and excite the reader to a smile when 
least expecting to be so surprised."* Before bid- 

* The article from which this is taken appeared in the Quar- 
terly Review, Na 78, April, 1829: and has been ascertained to 
be from the pen of Southey. It ends by saying ^'We have con- 
fined ourselves chiefly to the general history here. The more 
miscellaneous divisions will afford curious materials for another 
paper when Mr. Surtees shall conclude his elaborate and very 
valuable work.^ 

Before, however, the last volume of this work was published 
the historian was dead, and the great intellect of the reviewer, 
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mg adieu fco the history of Durham, we may re- 
mark that the biographical sketches* evince the 
kindliness of the author^s disposition, and the 
pedigrees and descents of property his laborious 
research,*!- while the notes disclose the luxuriance 
of his own imagination,]: together with an exten- 

severed from his more tardy body, had ceased to belong to a world 
which it had so long and so much delighted. 

* In these parts of his composition Mr. Surtees was apt to 
be fastidious: but well did they repay the labour bestowed upon 
them. For an example of the delicate felicity with which he hit 
off personal character, reference may be made to his notice of the 
critical antiquary Joseph Kitson, at vol. iii. p. 193. 

f During the composition of the latter volumes of his history, Mr. 
Surtees received considerable assistance in collecting information 
from his antiquarian friend Sir Cuthbert Sharp ; who indeed, at the 
time of the historian's death, was engaged in examining some title 
deeds at Brancepath, with the kind intention of lightening his labours. 

^ Many, of the scraps of poetry interwoven with the notes 
are of Mr. Surtees* own production; and such are all those called 
<<The Superstitions of the North.** <* Surtees was almost as hap- 
py in verse as in prose. He had imbued the very spirit of 
RoHAUNT Lore, and his numbers came as tripplingly as those of 
any brother bard; but he was lothe to make great exertions.** 
— Dibden's Northern Towtj vol. i. p. 266, notes. 

In the anticipation that a specimen of Mr. Surtees* composition 
in verse may be acceptable to the reader, some lines hitherto un- 
published are appended at the end of this sketch : but perhaps 
the most highly finished piece of poetry he has left consists of a 
remonstrance to Sir Walter Scott against bidding a final farewell 
to the " Harp of the North,** which was first printed in the Edin- 
burgh Annual Register for 1810. 
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sive cultivation of the polite literature of ancient 
and modem times. 

The life of a literary man presents few incidents 
to the biographer: but the following traits may 
assist in the appreciation of Mr. Surtees^ charac- 
ter. 

Though he was never in the habit of interfering 
in household af&irs; and though, if he had ex- 
pected a visit from the most distinguished persons 
in the county, he would never have given one 
thought to what was to be provided for them ; 
yet, when his tenants were coming to dine with 
him on his rent day, he used to say to Mrs. Surtees 
"mind, Annie, that they have a nice dessertP 

Though childless himself, he was ever ready to 
become the companion of children ; and, when with 
them, he would improviae such wUd stories aa young 
minds delight in : — 

"Naiad by the side 
Of Qrecian brook, or Lady of the Mere 
Lone sitting by the shores of old romance."* 

Having no personal expense himself, except that 
involved in the beautiful form in which his his- 
tory was brought out, Mr. Surtees was enabled 
to indulge towards others a liberality as insatia- 

• Wordsworth, 
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ble as it was delicate. Towards the neighbouring 
poor, by whom he was much beloved, he often carried 
his consideration to a fanciful refinement : thus 
he would stop the young friends with whom he might 
be walking from eating the wild strawberries that 
grew by the sides of the lanes, saying that they 
were for those who had no gardens ; and he would 
drop small sums of money on the road, and enjoy 
the notion of the unexpected pleasure that the next 
poor person passing by would feel in acquiring 
them, unencumbered with the debt of gratitude. 
He extended his affectionate sympathies to the 
brute creation. By dogs he was generally attend- 
ed : and his mode of talking to them, as if them- 
selves capable of understanding and entering into 
conversation, was most original and entertfining. 
Though no sportsman, he was exceedingly fond 
also of horses. However, when any of his friends 
came to see him with their own horses, he would 
leave the care of them entirely to the domestics: 
but, if they brought hired hacks, he would make 
a point of going to the stable to see that they 
were well fed, for he used to observe he was 
not sure that these every day "got a good belly 
full.'' Often too, when he encountered some trav- 
elling huckster's half-starved Bosinante cropping 
the scanty herbage in the country lanes, would 



14 



the Squire of Mainsforth hapten back to his own 
stable, and thence bring it a bundle of hay on 
which to regale; and it has even been said that 
the horses of others have been turned out into the 
roads near his house merely that they might re- 
ceive a meal from one known to be so sensitive 
that the appearance of want, whether in man 
or beast, could never fail to elicit his succour. 

In spite of a more than ordinary shortness of 
sight which compelled him always to carry an eye- 
glass, he was a minute observer of both animate 
and inanimate nature : and a I'emarkable thing 
respecting him, (whether the result of his insight 
into character or of the eccentric force of his ge- 
nius,) was that persons of the most opposite dis- 
positions, and agreeing in little else, were found 
to be ready to give him in his literary labours all 
the assistance in their power ; and that those, who 
were most thrifty of their legendary and genea- 
logical stores, would unfold their manuscripts to 
him with generous liberality. 

His manner was generally distinguished by comv 
tesy and consideration for others : but false preten- 
tion of any sort he could not bring himself to tol- 
erate; and unlucky was the man who in his pre- 
sence ostentatiously affected to know more than he 
did, or to be' more than he was ; for, besides that 
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he was unusually ready (when he chose it) in caustic 
sarcasm, it might be said of him on such occasions, 
as was said of Dr. Samiuel Johnson, that, ''if his 
pistol missed fire, he would knock you down with 
the butt end of it.*^ On the contrary, did there 
happen to be, in any society in which he was, a 
person who appeared to feel himself out of his 
element, he was sure to attach himself to that 
individual, and delicately direct his conversation 
to him till he had wheedled him into a state of 
comfortable self-complacency. 

The sarcasms, in which it has been mentioned 
he occasionally indulged, were never thrown out 
against those who being abseht Would be unable 
to def(Hid themselves or retaliate: His conduct 
throughout life was marked by sterling indepen- 
dence and sincerity: and the opinion thence enter- 
tained of him added greatly in his own county 
to that respect which his acquirements commanded 
elsewhere. 

From principle he was a moderate whig of what 
is now called the old school: but, if the tone of 
his poetry may be taken as a test, it might perhaps 
be infered that the recesses of his heart were in- 
voluntarily warmed for "the Stuart^s heir.'' 

With a deep feeling, strengthened by his pecu- 
liar studies, for the shadowy grandeur of ancestral 
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honours, he was not without jealousy of encroach- 
ments on the prescriptive lofty bearing of the 
country gentlemen of England, and was little dis- 
posed to flatter the titled by ceremonial observance. 
Bound his own deariy lovedf Mainsforth he was 
careful to preserve an air of substantial simplicity 
equally removed from modem fashion and gothic 
pretension. The terrace and the straight walks and 
flower-beds of the days of Queen Ann were permit- 
ted to retain their primitive consistency with the 
house, in spite of all the capabilities that landscape 
gardeners might discover. The wooden pannels of 
the dining-room, painted a light, but not gay, colour, 
and hung with old-fashioned frames containing 
groups and figures in oil of acknowledged excel- 
lence, the production of his father, were not dis- 
carded in compliance with the then prevailing taste 
for stucco; and in the drawing room no embossed 
paper, *' warranted to light up well,^ was permit^ 
ted to supersede the fine old prints which the hands 



f Mr. Surtees said, when upon his death bed : ** Grod had placed 
him in a Paradise — He had possessed every thing that could make 
a man happy; and, if he had encountered any evils, he had made 
them for himself.* On this observation, preceded by a regret that 
he should never again see *^ the flowers of Spring," some beautiful 
lines by Mrs. Southey appeared in Blackwood's Magazine for March 
1842. 
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of those long since dead had pasted with the ex- 
actest arrangment upon the yellow- washed walls, 
and had surrounded with narrow borders of printed 
paper instead of frames. 

His feelings were enthusiastic, as evinced in his 
favourite pursuits: and it may be mentioned, as a 
characteristic indication of the tenderness of his 
heart, that he was not unfrequently made the confi- 
dant in the attachments of his young friends, and 
that he was always found to take a great interest 
in these, and to. do his utmost to promote their 
happy consumation. Yet he was constitutionally 
subject to a nervous irritability of temper, against 
which he sometimes struggled, but to which he 
sometimes yielded. However, when his brow was 
thus shaded, it was only by a passing cloud ; and 
if thrown in contact with modest dulness, he 
would always restrain his natural impatience : 
neither should it be forgotten of him that he 
was quick in appreciating, and kind in bringing 
forward, talent when yet undistinguished. 

His familiar conversation was fluent, and accurate ; 
and it was commonly characterized by wit, pleasantry 
or drollery:* but the bon mots of a good conver- 

* The susceptibility to tragic and comic impressions from the 
same sulgect-matter— the magical mingling, as it were, of ** black 
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MfctioiialiBt are seldom preeenred ; and indeed are 
generally like the volatile spirit of some rare 
ethereal essence, which, once percdved, enjoyed 

wpmtM and white ** over one craldron — is no nnosiial or ineflkcdye 
peealiirity of the poetical temperunent : but there is daoger that, 
with penons wanting the powers or opportunities of extended obser- 
vation, such transitions may procure for those subject to them the 
character of being unfeeling or unprincipled. Shakeqpere in the 
play of Hamlet affords a remarkable instance of this susceptibility, 
in the harrowing conflict between mirth and melancholy which the 
grave-digger was sufficient to suggest to his mind. 

These observations are made as a prelude to stating that the im- 
agination of Mr. Surtees was thus conflictingly impressionable, and 
to illustrating this by an example. 

There was in Mr. Surtees* parish a person of the name of Bradley 
who filled the office of Sexton, and occasionally, when there was 
more company at Mainsforth than the ordinary establishment could 
attend to» assisted in waiting at dinner. On one of these occasions 
Mr. Surtees whispered to a guest, " Do you see that man behind 
my chair ? ** and then, whimsically contrasting his present with his 
future services, added, with a look irresistibly comical, ** he'll dig my 
grave." In his last illness, however, he thus touehingly alluded to 
the same official, ''Poor Bradley! he won't like to dig my grave." 

A word more respecting Bradley — He was an old man at the 
time of his patron's death, and soon afterwards he was obliged to 
perform the office of Sexton by deputy ; but still, for man is the crea- 
ture of habit, he would haunt the church yard at funeral times. After 
the lapse of several years, the curate of the parish, accompanied by a 
friend, walked to the church to perform the funeral service : and, 
whilst the burial was taking place in the church-yard, the friend em^ 
ployed himself in examining the interior of the church. Presently 
he saw an old man, who seemed to think he had the church to 
himself, enter and go up to a monument whidi the affection of his 
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and dissipated, cannot be recovered.* He ased 
to tell quaint personal anecdotes, often drawn from 
antiquarian sources, with a peculiar raciness: and 
he had a remarkable felicity of improvising rhymes, 
for the most part of a humourous character; thus 
he greeted Mr. Nichols, jun., the son of his pub- 
lisher, when he came to visit him at Mainsforth, 
with: — 

" Welcome, young Stranger, to my green retreats. 
Forget my proo& and sleep between my sheets J* 

The tendency of Mr. Surtees^ disposition was 
retiring ■(• — a tendency increasing with its indulg- 



widow has dedicated to Mr. Surtees. The old man gazed at it for 
a minute with intentness and then harried out of the church. As 
he passed, the stranger observed him wipe a tear from his wrinkled 
eyelid. — This was^Bradley: he had not liked to dig his grave. 

* Under this protest, the following play upon words is related : — 
On some one commenting upon the bad roads in the neighbour- 
hood of Mainsforth and the improvements elsewhere then lately 
effected by Mr. Mac- Adam, Mr. Surtees observed "our roads are 
not Mac-Adamite, they are pre-Adamite. 

f In the Autumn of 1827, Sir Walter Scott visited the county of 
Durham at the. same time with the Duke of Wellington : and, on 
the 3rd of October, Bishop Van Mildert took that occasion to give 
a dinner in the hall of his palatinate castle to about 140 persons, in- 
clusive of these distinguished visitants; and, on ^e following day, 
a dinner, to which 204 persons sat down, was given in Sunderland 
to the Duke, at which Sir Walter was also present But Mr. Sur- 
tees, who was then staying near Sunderland at Hendon, the resi- 
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enoe : but his powers never appeared to greater 
advantage than when in his own house he was 
sitting after dinner with two or three antiquarian 



dence of his mother-in-law Mn. Robinson, said he could not endure 
great '* bungalow" dinners; and did not attend either of them. 
However, as on the latter day there was a public ball at Sunderland, 
to which the party adjourned after the dinner, Mr. Surtees deter- 
mined to go to the ante-room of the ball-room in order to way-lay 
Sir Walter Scott^ with whom he was on terms of great intimacy, 
and have a chat with him there. In the ante-room accordingly the 
two friends met; and there they sat down in a comer and had a 
long tete-a-tete. A connection of Mr. Surtees, who joined them 
during the latter part of their conversation, found they were talking 
over a novel which Sir Walter then intended writing. The scene, 
he said, should be laid on the coast of Durham and Northumberland 
between Gistle-Eden and Berwick, — a coast which, as far at any 
rate as it eictended in Durham, he proposed first to explore. (Alas, 
for the classic interest of those shores that the plan was never execu- 
ted I ) When they had finished their conversation. Sir Walter 
asked Mr. Surtees to accompany him into the ball-room : and Mr. 
Surtees answered that he was not in the habit of going to balls, but 
for the pleasure of entering with him, he would go. As the three 
were passing from the ante-room into the dense crowd of the ball- 
room, Sir Walter whispered, « does not this remind you, Surtees, of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego?" 

This occasion is alluded to in some rhymes addressed a few 
months afterwards by Sir Walter Scott to Sir Cuthbert Sharp, who 
was connected with Sunderland. Can I, says he, 

** Foxget yonr kindiieiia found for all room, 
In what, though large, seem'd still a small room ? 
Forget my SnrteM in a ball room ! 
Forget yon? No!" 

The rhymes are printed in Lockhartis Life of Scott, vol. vii. p. 77. 
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friends with a bottle of port before them. Here 
he used to take the lead in conversation, and to 
outpour his exhaustless streams of historic lore; 
illumining what was dull, explaining what was ob- 
scure, but, above all, revelling in what was hu- 
morous or poetical as if these were his peculiar 
elements. 

He died at Mainsforth, after a short illness, 
Hie 11 February 1834, in the 55th year of his 
age ; and was buried, on the 15th of the same 
month, mid the deep grief of a few select friends 
and the unsuppressed lamentations of his tenants 
and the neighbouring poor, in the churchyard of 
Bishop-Middleham, the parish in which Mains- 
forth is situated : and he is commemorated in 
its chancel by an elegant, but modest, inscrip- 
tion, which states that: — "His talents, acquire- 
ments and character are developed in his book; 
and in the memoir of his life prefixed to it 
by a friendly but impartial hand.* His Christian 
Faith, principles, and hopes are best described 
in his own memorable words: — 'I am very sensible 
of the hardness of my heart, and of my totally 
corrupt nature. My only hope is in the merits 
of Christ; but I cannot hope for grace unless I 

• That of George Taylor, esq., ofWltton-le-Wear. 
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strive to obtain it. What is our business ! — To 
make our election sure — to take beed to our Sal^ 
vation. Libera nos, Domine Jesu ! audi noa ! ' " 
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(Smmti'fi &vabe. 



The following lines were written by the the late 
Mr. Surtees, of Mainsforth, on the early death of 
one of hifi sisterehin-law, Miss Emma Robinson. He 
was many years older than she was; had directed 
her studies; and regarded her with an affection 
almost paternal. 

The first two verses are adapted almost literally 
from the poem of " Sweet William's Ghost " in 
Percy's Beliques. 

" Is there any room at your head, Emma ? 

Is there any room at your feet ? 
Is there any room at your side, Emma, 

Where I may sleep so sweet ? 



t^ 



" There's no room at my head, Robin : 
There's no room at my feet. 

My bed is dark and narrow now ; 
But, oh, my sleep is sweet ! 

" The cold turf is my coverlid ; 
And the mould is my winding sheet 
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The dew it falls no sooner down « 

Than my resting place is wet. 

^^ And the morning sun with its earliest beams 

Glistens upon my grave : 
And then you see me in your dreams, 

Whom all of you could not save. 

• 

" 1 have often sat by your fire, Robin ; 

I have often sat by your knee. 
Your ingle bright will bleeze to night, 

But it will not bleeze for me. 

" The wintry wind will o'^er me rave 

The long and lonesome night : 
And the snow and the sleet will freeze on my grave, 

When your hearth is bleezing bright. 

'^ But plait a garland of the bonny birk. 

And lay it upon my breast : 
And strew my turf with spring-tide flowVs 

And wish my soul good rest.* 

* There is another reading of this verse, in the handwriting of 
the late Mr. Surtees, running thus : — 

But pull a garland of the bonny birk, 

And lay it upon my breast : 
And scatter the flowers of bonny spring-tide 

On her grave you lov*d the best. 
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'* And kind Robin, and true Robin, 

Take this counsel free : 
If ever you love another sister. 

Never love her as you lov'd me." 



aiumnC 
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|uC Town of Newcastle upon Tyne owes 
much to the memory of Thomas 
Horsley, one of its inhabitants, who 
four times served the office of Mayor 
in the reign of King Henry VIII, and devised all 
his property after the death of himself and his wife 
for the endowment of a Grammar School. This 
school, which was commenced in a building situated 
in S. Nicholas' Chiu-ch yard, became in 1599, by 
charter from Queen Elizabeth, a royal Foundation, 
and its patrons, the Mayor and Corporation of the 
town, at that period removed it to the Hospital of 
S. Mary the Virgin, in Westgate-street, The last 
relic of this Religious House, its ancient and vener- 
able chapel, within whose walls so many learned 
masters had presided, and so many distinguished 
scholars had been taught, was demolished by order 
of the Town Council, in the spring of 1844, when 
several interesting discoveries were made, particu- 
larly the east window, the tracery of which was 
very beautiful. The business of the School is now 
conducted in apartments at the western extrem- 
ity of the Forth house. 



$ucce{tsion of l^eaD g^mm- 

Franoia Burras resigned on refoundation of the 
school in 1699. 

1600— Robert Fowberry, A.M. 

1623— Edward Wigham, 

1629— Francis Gray, A.M. 

1637 — Amor Oxley. Dismisaed for his loyalty 
in 1645. 

1646 — Nicholas An^^er. 

1648— George Ritschell, Trini^ College, Oxford, 
a native of Bohemia. Author of ' Contemplationes 
Methaphysic^e,' and of ' Dissertatio de oeremoniis 
Ecclesiffi Aoglicanie.' 

1662 — Amor Osdey, reappointed. 

1669— Eichard Garthwaite, A.M. 

1690— John Cotteral, A.M. 

1699— Thomas Rudd, M.A., author of 'Syntaxis 
in uHum acholfe NovocaBtrenaie.' 

1710 — James Jurin, A.M., Fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, M.D., F.R.S. Editor of Varenius' 
Geography. 

1716 — Edmund Lodge. 



1738— Bichard Dawes, A.M., Fellow of Emman- 
nel OoUege, Cambridge. Author of ' Miscellanea 
Oritioa.' 

1749 — Hugh Moises, A.M., Fellow of Peterhouse, 
Cambridge. 

1787— Edward Moises, A.M., Tiinity College, 
Cambridge. 

1828 — OeoTge Ferris Whidbome Mortimer, M.A. 
Michel Scholar of Queen's College, Oxford, (now 
D.D. Head Master of the City of London school 

1833^ohn Wood, A.M., Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, the present Head-master. 



Alumni. 




Mn Hiltiucn, 

jOn of Richard Lilburn, of East Thickley, in 
the county of Durham, and younger bro- 
ther of Robert Lilburn, the regicide, was 
bom in the year 1618. From his love of liberty and 
independence, he was usually styled ' Freeborn John.^ 
By his libellous publications, he subjected himself to 
a prosecution in the Star Ohamber Court, and was 
very severely punished. He afterwards took an ac- 
tive part in the civil wars, and attained the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the rebel army. During the 
interregnum, he was tried for high treason, but ac- 
quitted by the jury. His turbulent disposition, how- 
ever, had rendered him so obnoxious to the govern- 
ing body, that, to avoid imprisonment or exile, be 
was obliged to retire into private life. He died at 
Eltham in 1657. 

B 
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miiMm mmii, 

on of Balph Elstob, a merchant of Newcas- 
tle, was bom in the year 1673. After re- 
ceiving the rudiments of his education at 
the Grammar School, he was removed to Eton and 
Cambridge. On account of his health, he was obliged 
to quit Cambridge for Oxford, where he entered at 
Queen^s College; but in 1695 was chosen fellow of 
University College. In 1712, he was presented by 
the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, whereof his 
uncle was a member, to the rectory of S. Swithin, in 
the city of London, and held this preferment until 
his death, March 3, 1714-5. He is known as a Saxon 
scholar, and the friend of Hickes, author of the The- 
saurus. He published a Latin translation of the 
Saxon Homily of Lupus ; also the Homily on S. 
Gregory^s Day, in the original, with a Latin transla- 
tion ; also an edition of Ascham'*s Letters. More- 
over, he designed to publish the Anglo-Saxon Laws, 
but was prevented by death. In his Saxon labours, 
he was materially assisted by his sister, the celebrated 
Mrs. Elizabeth Elstob. It should also be stated, that 
Mr. Elstob had collected considerable materials for 
a History of Newcastle — a work which was soon after- 
wards accomplished by the industrious and pains- 
taking Bourne. 
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/lnpa&0 born in 1685. He completed his 
^'^■^ education at the University of Edin- 
burgh, and afterwards settled at Morpeth, where 
he preached to a congregation of Presbyterians. 
His first publication was a funeral sermon on the 
death of Jonathan Harle, M. D., his predecessor in 
the pulpit, and author of a work entitled ' Scripture 
Physic' Horsley was a considerable proficient in 
Natural Philosophy, and used to give courses of 
lectures at Morpeth, Alnwick, and Newcastle. He 
printed ' A brief and general account of the most 
necessary and fundamental principles of Statics, Me- 
chanics, Hydrostatics, &c., adapted more especially 
to a course of experiments performed at Morpeth.' 
But his fame is principally established as an An- 
tiquary. His posthumous work, the ' Britannia 
Romana'* is justly celebrated, and furnishes abun- 

* Britannia Romana, or the Roman Antiquities of Britain, in 
three books. 

The First contains the History of all the Roman Transactions in 
Britain, with An account of their legionary and auxiliary Forces em- 
ployed here, and a Determination of all the Stations, per lineam 
valli ; also, a lai^e Description of the Roman Wall, with Maps of 
the same laid down from a geometrical Survey. 

The Second contains a complete Collection of the Roman In- 
criptions and Sculptures, which have hitherto been discoveersd in 
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dant testimony of the great learning, and patient 
industry of the author. It appears from Hodg- 
son^s Memoir, that he projected a history of the 
Counties of Northumberland and Durham. The 
map of Northumberland which had been begun by 
him, was published at Edinburgh in 1753, by his 
firiend, Robert Gay, of Newcastle, who had materi- 
ally assisted him in carrying the Britannia through 
the press. He died in January, 1731-2. 

Britain, with the Letters engmyed in their proper Shape and propor- 
tionate Size, and the Reading placed under each ; as also an his- 
torical Account of them, with explanatory and critical Observations. 
The Third contains the Roman Geography of Britain, in which 
are given the Originals of Ptolemy, Antonini Itinerarium, the 
Notitia, the Anonymous Ravennas, and Peutinger's Table, so far as 
they relate to this Island, with particular Essays on each of these 
ancient Authors, and the several Places in Britain mentioned by 
them : to which are added a chronological table and indexes to the in- 
scriptions and sculptures, after the manner of Gruter and Beinecius; 
also geographical indexes, both of the Latin and English names of 
the Roman places jn Britain, and a general index to the work. 
The whole illustrated with above an hundred copper plates, by John 
Horsley, M. A., and F. R. S. London, MDCCXXXIL (Folio.) 
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f^emp iBoujne, a.^ 

on of Thomas Bourne, a tailor, of Newcas- 
tie, was bom in 1696. He was bound 
apprentice to a glazier; but by the friend- 
ly interference of some who knew and appreciated 
}iis talent, he was released from his master's employ- 
menty and sent again to school, and eventually to 
college. He was admitted a sizar of Ghrist'^s Col- 
lege, Cambridge, in 1717, under the tuition of Bev. 
Thos. Atherton,* his fellow-townsman, and gradua- 
ted A.B., 1720; A.M., 1724. Having received 
Holy Orders, he was appointed to the curacy of 
All-Hallows, in his native town, where he continued 
to discharge the duties of a most laborious cure, 
with the most exemplary diligence until 1733 ; 
when he died after a lingering illness in the 37th 
year of his age. 

In 1725, he published ' Antiquitates Vulgares, or 
the Antiquities of the Common People,** an interest- 
ing work, which was afterwards reprinted with con- 

* Thomas Atherton, was son of Henry Atherton, M. O., of 
Newcastle, the last who bore the office of Town's Physician. He 
was a pupil of Rudd, at the Grammar School, and thence proceed- 
ed to Christ's College, Cambridge, where for several years he resid- 
ed as fellow and tutor. In 1727 he left college, and became rector 
of Canfield Parva in the County of Essex. 



14 

Biderable additions by Brand. In 1727, appeared 
a useful little manul shewing the Harmony and 
Agreement of the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels as 
they stand in the Book of Common Prayer, for the 
Sundays throughout the year. But the work by which 
he is generally known, and upon which he seems to 
have spent much time and attention, was the History 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, its ancient and present 
state ; which was left in an imfinished state at the 
time of his death, but was afterwards published by 
his widow and children in 1736. 




on of Mark Akenside, a butcher in New- 
castle, was bom November 9, 1721. For 
the completion of his education, he was 
sent to the University of Edinburgh, being intended 
by his parents for a Dissenting Preacher. But he 
chose for himself the study of physic, went to Ley- 
den, and took his degree in 1 744. Before he finish- 
ed his twenty-third year, the Pleasures of the Ima- 
gination, the poem with which his name is principally 
connected, made its appearance. Besides his poems, 
he published many valuable medical works. He 
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practised successively at Northampton and Hamp- 
stead, and latterly in London, and was fortunate in 
attaining many professional distinctions. He was 
elected a fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
was appointed Physician to the Queen, received the 
degree of M.D., by royal mandate, from the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, and was chosen one of the 
Physicians of S. Thomas' Hospital. He died June 
23rd, 1770. 




on of Robert Chambers, an attorney in New- 
castle, was bom in 1737. From the Gram- 
mar School, he was sent to Oxford, where 
he was first elected exhibitioner of Lincoln College, 
and afterwards fellow of University College. From 
the University, he received the appointment of Vine- 
rian Professor of the Laws of Fngland ; and from 
the then Chancellor, that of Principal of New Inn 
Hall. He was a member of the celebrated Literary 
Club, and an intimate friend of Dr. Johnson. In 
1774, he went out to India as second Judge, but 
in 1791, on the resignation of Sir Elijah Impey, he 
became Chief Justice in the Supreme Court of Judi- 
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father in the living of Hexham. He published *' An 
aooount of certain Charities, containing a Catalogue 
of several Benefactors who have given, or left, any- 
thing to pious and charitable uses, as, the Church, 
the Poor, or the Free Schools in Tynedale Ward, in 
the County of Northumberland. Newcastle upon 
Tyne, 1713.' By his will, in 1717, he bequeathed the 
sum of 40s. to the Mercer's Lecturer, to be by him 
distributed to 40 poor widows^ of the town of Hex- 
ham, on the feast day of St. Thomas ; and the like 
sum of 40s. to the Minister of Whitley Chapel, fail- 
ing whom, to the Lecturer aforesaid, to be by him 
distributed to the poor of Hexhamshire and Slaley. 



antfionp agftcto, 8©.D.| S^.^%. 

/■ /IkJ 30 the son of Dr. Adam Askew, a phy- 
^'-'^^^ sician of great eminence in Newcastle. 
He was a pupil of Dawes at the Grammar School, 
and from thence proceeded to Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge, where he graduated A .B. in 1745. After 
studying twelve months at Leyden, he went to Con- 
stantinople in the suite of the British Ambassador, 
and whilst at Paris on his return, he purchased seve- 
ral rare MSS. and printed books, which laid the 
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foundation of a splendid library. He attained con- 
siderable eminence in his profession, and was Phy- 
sician to Ghrist^s and S. Bartholomew's Hospital, as 
well as Registrar and Fellow of the Boyal OoUegf 
of Physicians. He died at Hampstead, April 27, 
1774, in his 63rd year. 



M n oBiarni, e^M.^ ir.@.a. 

#1|»9 a0 bom at Washington (where his father 
^J^^ was parish clerk) in the year 1744. 
The Rev. Hugh Moises, and some other kind friends, 
were the means of his being sent to college, instead 
of following the trade of a shoemaker, with his 
uncle. He was one of the exhibitioners of Lin- 
coln College, Oxford; and whilst at the Univer- 
sity, amid the ruins of Godstow Nunnery, wrote 
his poem on 'Illicit Love**; which was afterwards 
published in 4to. In 1773, he was appointed Ourate 
of St. Andrew''s, Newcastle; when in 1777, he pub- 
lished ' Observations on popular Antiquities, includ- 
ing the whole of Mr. Sourness Antiquitates Vulgares, 
with addenda to every chapter of that work ; as also, 
an appendix containing such articles upon the sub- 
ject, as have been omitted by that author.^ In 1781, 
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he was elected usher of the Grammar School, but re^ 
signed this and his other duties in Newcastle, in 
1784, on being presented to the Rectory of St. Mary- 
at-Hill, and St. Andrew Hubbard, in London, by his 
Orace the Duke of Northumberland, in whose family 
he continued to reside, as chaplain and secretary. 
About the same time also he was chosen secretary of 
the Society of Antiquaries. It was in 1 789 that ' the 
History and Antiquities of the Town and County of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, including an account of the 
Goal trade of that place, and embellished with draw- 
ings of the public buildings,** appeared in two volumes, 
4to. Mr. Brand died suddenly, September 11th, 
1806. 




%il 49att{ietn mtitz laiDIep^ iBatt, 

on of Matthew Ridley, Esq., of Heaton, and 
Newcastle, was bom in the year 1745, and 
succeeded to the baronetcy of his maternal 
uncle. Sir Matthew White, of Blagdon, whilst a mi- 
nor at Westminster School, in 176^, and during the 
lifetime of his father. He was thrice Mayor of New- 
castle, and 35 years Governor of the Hostmen^s 
Company. During eight successive parliaments, 



21 

from 1774 to 1812, he represented Newcastle; and 
was an active member of the opposition. He died, 
April 16, 1813; and was buried at St Nichola^s, 
Newcastle, where there is a monument, by Flaxman, 
to his memory. There is a portrait of him, by Fittler, 
from a painting by Hoppner. 

* Sixty years will have passed, when 1826 comes, since I left 
Newcastle School, and yet I think I see almost once every day, in 
remembrance of the days of yore, your revered father, my dear 
friend your uncle Nicholas, my intimate acquuntance, your uncle 
John, your yet existing uncle, Dr. Ridley, and I think another bro- 
ther of theirs, before they flitted to Westminster School, riding on 
their galloways, from Heaton, past the end of Lqpre Lane ; on their 
way to the Head School.* — Lord EJdon'ft Letter to Sir M. W. 
Ridley.— TVTist* Life, V6L IL,p, 504. 



William ^cott, OBa^on ^totoeUi 

on of William Scott, of Newcastle, fitter, 
was bom at Heworth, October 17, 1745, his 
mother having retired thither on account of 
the disturbed and alarmed state of the town o\sing to 
the rising in the north in favour of the Stuarts. 
When only fifteen he was elected Durham Scholar 
at Corpus Ghristi College, Oxford, and immediately 
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on taking his bachelor's decree, was chosen Fellow 
of University College. From 1765 to 1776, he was 
college tutor, and from 1773 to 1785, Camden pro- 
fessor of ancient history, when his lectures were at- 
tended by the largest concourse of academics ever 
known. He had entered a student at the Middle 
Temple in 1762, and was called to the bar in 1780, 
having the year before graduated D.C.L., and com- 
menced practising in the Ecclesiastical and Admi- 
ralty Courts. In 1788, he was appointed Judge of 
the Consistory Court of London, and Vicar-Greneral 
of the Provinqp of Canterbury. The same year he 
was made King's Advocate Greneral and received the 
honour of knighthood. In 1790, he became Master 
of the Faculties, and in 1798 Judge of the High 
Court of Admiralty and Privy Councillor. From 
1801 to 1821, he represented the University in Par- 
liament, and was then called to the Upper House 
by the style and title of Baron Stowell, of Stowell 
Park, in the county of Gloucester. Lord Stowell 
was the delight and ornament of his age — the friend 
of Dr. Johnson, Sir Joshua Eeynolds, and Sir Wil- 
liam Jones. His judgments in the Consistoiy and 
Admiralty Courts are universally admired for the 
clear reasoning they contain, and the gracefulness 
of style in which they are drawn up. In short, he is 
confessedly the greatest civilian of this or any other 
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country. He died at Early Court, near Beading, 
January 28th, 1836. 




%otn ^cott, iD.€.t.j (Bail of eiDotu 

on of William Scott, of Newcastle, fitter, and 
younger brother of Lord Stowell, was bom 
at his father^s house in Love Lane, in that 
town, on the 4th of June, 1 751. He was matriculated 
at University College Oxford, (where his elder brother 
was tutor) in 1765, was elected a fellow in the year fol- 
lowing, and graduated B.A. in the year 1770, being 
at that time designed for Holy Orders. Marrying, 
however, in 1771, he was obliged to relinquish all 
hopes of a college living, and turn his attention to 
the study of the Law. He continued to reside, for 
some time, in Oxford, where he gained the Chancel- 
lor's prize for an English Essay ' On the Advantages 
and Disadvantages of Foreign Travel,' and acted as 
Deputy- Vinerian Professor. He was admitted a 
student of the Middle Temple in 1773, called to the 
Bar in 1776, and within the Bar in 1783. In 1788, 
he was made Solicitor-Greneral and received the ho- 
nom* of knighthood. In 1793, he was appointed 
Attorney-General, and in ] 799 raised to the Bench 
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when he was created a Peer, by the style and title of 
Baron Eldon of Eldon in the county of Durham. In 
180 ly he became Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and, with the exception of the short internal 
when the Whigs were in office — 1806 and 1807 — con- 
tinued to hold the Great Seal until 1827. In 1801, he 
had also been elected Lord High Steward of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, and in 1821, at the coronation of 
Qeo. IV., advanced to the dignity of an Earl. He 
died full of years and honours, January 13th, 1838. 
In his professional capacity. Lord Eldon was distin- 
guished for his high integrity, his profound know- 
ledge of law, his retentive memory, his discrimi- 
nating judgment, and his unwearied patience. As a 
Statesman his firm consistency in upholding the es- 
tablished institutions of the country, and opposing 
what he deemed dangerous innovations, must com- 
mand even the respect of those who differ from him 
in opinion. 



W 



Q^iciiael lBtsan» 



the study of the fine arts. He was the author of a 
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Biographical and Oritical Dictionary of Painters and 
Engravers, in two volumes, 4to, which was given to 
the world in 1816, and obtained a deserved reputa- 
tion. Mr. Bryan died March 21, 1821, aged 64. 



Titt zmivii Hoto CoiltngtoooiL 

CUtlltlQt GoUingwood was bom at Newcastle, 
26th September, 1750; and was some time 
at the Grammar School ; but was sent to sea 
at a very early age, and continued to be actively 
employed during the remainder of his life, with only 
one or two short intervals. He was the friend of 
Nelson ; and on the death of that hero at Trafalgar, 
took the command of the Fleet, and completed the 
victory. He was distinguished, not only as a Naval 
Officer, but as a Diplomatist ; aud his letters to his 
wife and daughters, published after his death, by his 
son-in-law, exhibit him in the most amiable light. 
He died on board the Ville de Paris, near Port Ma- 
hon, March the 7th, 1810. 



*^ The chief who, at the hour when Nelson died, 
*^ With dauntless 2»al, the mighty loss supplied; 
^* Who long unwearied, midst the ceaseless roar 
*^ Of sorges, hung upon the hostile shore, 
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*^ Till hope deferr'd had damped the vital flame, 
** And slow disease snbdaed his withering frame." 

XtMf on thM Death of CoUaigwood, hy the Bev. W. N. Darndl, 
jBJD^ lUctor of Stanhope; hmadf a distinguished jnqnl of the 
Oranunar SchooL 

*' The late King George III, who bad finally the highest opinion 
of CoUiogwoody expressed to me his surprise, how a naval officer 
cottld write so excellent a dispatch, as that which contained CoUing- 
wood*s account of the Battle of Trablgar ; <But* added the King, 
' 1 find he was educated by Moises.' **— TVm's Life of Lord Eldtm, 
VoLIL,p. 119. 



7f ^^^fi elected Fellow of Trinity College, Dub- 
^^ ^* ^ lin in 1777, and continued in residence 
for twenty-three years, when he accepted a benefice 
in the county of Tyrone. In 1806, however, he was 
called back to the University, to receive the Provost- 
ship, in which high office he discharged his duty in 
such an exemplary manner, as greatly to encourage 
learning and piety among the students. He was 
consecrated Bishop of Dromore on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 17th, 1811, but died on the following Saturday 
from a cold caught during the ceremony. 
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on of Matthew Eidley, Esq., of Newcastle 
and Heaton, and younger brother of Sir 
M. W. Eidley, Bart., was bom in 1753. 
He was of University College, Oxford, where he took 
the degree of M.A. in 1776, and D.D. in 1802. In 
1779 he was appointed Lecturer of All Saints, and in 
1783, Afternoon and Holyday Lecturer of St. Nicho- 
las, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. He was also presented by 
the Corporation of that town, in 1786, to the Master- 
ship of the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, which 
he held till his death. Having married the sister of 
Lady Eldon, he received much valuable preferment 
from the Grown and the Chancellor. He was some- 
time Eector of Whippenham, in the Isle of Wight, 
and Vicar of Earby Underdale, in Yorkshire. In 
1804, he became Prebendary of Gloucester, and in 
1817, was presented to the living of St. Andrew and 
St. Mary, Hertford, with which he held also, that of 
Hertingfordbury the adjoining parish. Here, in 
1826, Dr. Eidley died in the 72nd year of his age. 



All 1^0 Biographer of his revered master, was 

^•^ bom in 1753. From the Grammar School, 

he removed to Lincoln College, Oxford, where he 



28 

graduated M. A., 1778. Through the patronage of 
Bishop Barrington, he became successively Vicar of 
Stockton, Sector of Bedmarshall, Boldon, and Eg- 
glesclifie, all in the county of Durham. Mr. Surtees 
characterizes him as hayin&; been " long and justly 
respected for the exemplary discharge of his paro- 
chial duties." He died, November 28th, 1842, aged 
89, He was the author of the following works : — 

Sermons for Prisons, &c. 1790. 8vo. 

On the Prevention of Crime, and the Advantages 
of Solitary GonjGbiement. 1792. 8vo. 

Parochial History and Antiquities of Stockton-on- 
Tees. 1796. 4to. 

Meditations of a Becluse. 1800. 12mo. 

A Thanksgiving Sermon for the Peace, 1802. 

A Secular Essay, containing a view of events con- 
nected with the Ecclesiastical History of England, 
during the eighteenth century. 1802. 

The Eestoration of Family Worship recommended, 
&c. X804. 

Lent Lectures on the Acts of the Apostles. 1806. 
2 vols., 8vo. 

Of the Religious Improvement of Prisons. An 
Assize Sermon. 1808. 

Meditations for the Aged. 1810. 

Meditations for Penitents. 1813. 

Reflections adapted to the Holy Seasons of the 
Christian and Ecclesiastical year. 
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Beflections upon the Ordination Service. 

Contemplations of the last Discourses of our Bles- 
sed Saviour with his Disciples, as recorded in the 
Gospel of St. John. 1822, 8vo. 

A Sketch of the History of Churches in England, 
applied to the purposes of the Society for promoting 
the building and enlarging of Churches and Chapels, 
to which is added, a Sermon on the Honour of God 
in places of Public Worship. 1818. 

An Abridgement of Cave's Primitive Christianity. 

Memoir of the Rev. Hugh Moises, A.M. — Pri- 
vately printed. 

The foregoing list of Mr. Brewster's publications 
is taken from the Gentleman's Magazine, for May, 
1843, where his obituary occurs. 




on of Richard Wallis, Vicar of Carham, and 
nephew of John Wallis, the Historian of 
Northumberland, was Perpetual Curate of 
S. Hilda, South Shields, and Rector of Seaham, in the 
county of Durham ; and Perpetual Curate of Blanch- 
land, in the county of Northumberland. He wrote the 
Memoirs of Rev. John Rotheram, Rector of Hough- 
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ton-Ie-Spring, his matornal uncle ; and he was also the 
author of some poems, two of which, ' The Happy 
Village^ (Blanchland), and ' Farthing Giles,^ have 
been lately reprinted in Mr. Richardson's Table Book. 
Mr. Wallis cultivated a taste for music, painting, and 
engravino^, and his knowledge of mechanics was con- 
siderable. He died May 5th, 1827, aged 74. 




on of Robert Leek, Commissary-General of 
North America, was bom at Bedlington, 
during his father's temporary residence 
there. After leaving school, he studied the law in 
the office of Mr. Duane, a celebrated barrister of 
Newcastle well known for his attention to the study 
of coins. On the death of his father, which took place 
at New York, in 1773, Mr. Leake proceeded thither, 
to inherit the property, and continued to reside in 
that city, until his death in 1827. He amassed a large 
amount of real and personal estate, estimated at 
400,000 dollars. By an informal will he bequeathed 
all this to Mr. Watts, of New York, on condition of 
his taking the name of Leake, but failing that, to 
certain trustees for the erection and endowment of an 
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Orphan House in the suburbs of New York. This 
will was decided to be inoperative, so far as the real 
property was concerned, but valid in respect of the 
personal estate of the deceased. Mr. Watts soon 
afterwards died intestate, and his father waived his 
claim, in order that the benevolent design of Mr. 
Leake might be carried out. In November, 1843, the 
Leake and Watts Orphan House, situated about 8 
miles from New York, was opened for 400 children, 
without distinction of country or creed. 



llky f Close House, in the county of Northumber- 
^^ land, was bom in 1755. He served the 
office of High Sheriff in 1782, and repi:esented the 
borough of Winchilsea in three Parliaments. He died 
in 1815, and was buried at St. Nicholas, in New- 
castle, where his widow has erected a beautiful monu- 
ment to commemorate his virtue, and her affection. 



llt^nl^ child of Rowland Burden, of Newcastle- 
^•^ upon-Tyne, and Castle Eden, in the county 
of Durham, was one of the wealthiest merchants and 



32 

bankers in the north of England. In 1790 he was 
returned to Parliament affcer an arduous struggle for 
the county of Durham, and was re-elected in 1 796, and 
1802, but retired in 1806, owing to some temporary 
embarassment of his affairs. His life was one of emi- 
nent usefulness and honourable enterprise. The 
Town of Sunderland claims him as its patron and 
benefactor. To his unwearied energy, and munifi- 
cent aid, the iron bridge crossing the Wear, which 
has been esteemed almost one of the wonders of the 
world, owes its existence. ' Nil desperandum auspice 
Deo' was Mr. Burdon*s motto, and .^30,000 was the 
sum given by him towards this vast undertaking. 
Mr. Burdon died universally respected and regretted, 
in his 82nd year, on the 17th of September, 1838. 



George ^tas^ 

fUng ft0 the son of Mr. Gilbert Oray, an inge- 
^■•^'■^ nious bookbinder, of Newcastle, and was 
bom there in 1758. He was a man of very eccentric 
habits, but well skilled in chemistry and botany, on 
which subjects he communicated papers to the Lite- 
rary and Philosophical Society. His love of science 
and natural history led him to visit the United States 
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of America, and at a subsequent period of his life he 
was engaged by Prince Poniatowski to superintend 
the working of the mines on his elites in Poland. 
But Mr. Gray is chiefly celebrated as a Fruit Painter 
of considerable merit. He died Dec. 9, 1819. 




on of the Rev. Geo. Stephenson, Vicar of 
Long Benton and Curate of All Saints^ 
Newcastle, was bom in the year 1759. 
He was elected, in 1776, an exhibitioner of Lincoln 
College, and in 1783, a fellow of S. Mary Magdalen 
College, in the University of Oxford. Fje was some- 
time Bector of Saltfleetby in Lincolnshire, a living in 
the gift of his College, and Curate of Bishopwear- 
mouth, in the county of Durham, for the long space of 
forty-five years, during the successive incumbencies of 
Egerton, Paley, Gray, and Wellesley, the last of whom 
presented him to the new Church of S. Thomas, 
which was erected in the parish, and consecrated in 
the year 1829. Dr. Paley, by his will, entrusted the 
publication and distribution of his posthumous ser- 
mons to Mr. Stephenson^s care, which ciroumstamce 
brought him under the notice of Bishop Barrington, 
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who, in 1809, presented him to the Vicarage of Eel- 
loe ; and afterwards, in 1814, to the Bectory of Bed- 
mamhall, which latter living he continued to hold 
during the remainder of his life. He was universally 
respected by the inhabitants of BIshopwearmouth and 
Sunderland, on account of his long residence and 
useful labours amonst them. His death occurred in 
1848, when he was in his 85th year. He was th^ 
author of some single sermons one of which was 
preached on occasion of the new Church at Long 
Benton being consecrated, and was published in 1 792. 



■ ■ MlH ^^ ^^ ^^y ^^ ^^ ^ respectable merchant 
^ylC^( in Newcastle. His parents died early, 
and his property melted away through a series of 
unfortunate speculations. At first he embraced a 
seafaring life, but tiring of this he commenced the 
duties of schoolmaster. In this way he was succes- 
sively engaged at Buttermere, at Morpeth, at Mur- 
ton, and at Newbum. But want of prudence and 
increasing age compelled him to seek refuge and 
shelter in the Westgate Hospital, Newcastle, froilx 
which he was removed to Jesus Hospital and chosen 
Gk)vemor thereof. He died there in 1825, aged 63. 
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He was a good classical scholar, and understood 
several of the modem languages. He was the author 
of ' The Village Pedagogue, a Poem, and other les- 
ser pieces, together with a Walk from Newcastle to 
Keswick", published in 12mo. at Newcastle in 1810. 



■1 Mp]^^^ ^® ^^^^ ^^ ^ learned stock ; both his 
^-^^■■^ father and his grandfather having been 
fellows of Trinity College, Cambridge. Mr. Moises 
himself, after receiving his primary education at the 
school over which his venerable and justly celebrated 
uncle, the Bev. Hugh Moises, so long and successfully 
presided, was elected a scholar of the same society. 
In 1787, on the resignation of his uude, he was ap- 
pointed by the Corporation to the head-mastership of 
Queen Elizabeth'^s Grammar School, Newcastle, and 
continued to discharge the duties of that important 
office for the long space of forty-one years. From 
1798 to 1816 he was afternoon lecturer of S. An- 
drew's, and for a still longer period morning lecturer 
of All Saints'. In 1806 he succeeded^his uncle in the 
Mastership of the Hospital of S. Mary the Virgin, 
and in 1811 he was presented to the Vicarage of 
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Hart, in the county of Durham, by the Lord Chan- 
cellor Eldon. Both these preferments were held by 
him at the time of his decease. Mr. Moises was con- 
fessedly a yery learned man, distinguished not only 
for his great attainments in classical literature, but 
also for his proficiency in the study of the Oriental 
languages. In 1792 he published the Persian Inter- 
preter, containing a grammar, a series of extracts? 
and a vocabulary ; and the Arabic version of the 
bible, which issued from the Newcastle press in 1811, 
was printed under his superintendence. As a preacher, 
Mr. Moises was always and most deservedly popular. 
His discourses were admirable in themselves, and his 
numner of delivering them was peculiarly graceful and 
impressive. He was warmly attached to his spiritual 
aether, the Church of England, and was a truly no- 
ble specimen of the old school of orthodox church- 
men. In later years, when inoroasing infirmities 
confined him almost entirely to the house, one scarcely 
ever found him without a Greek Testament in his 
hand. He was rarely seen abroad, except at church, 
where his truly dignified and patriarchal appearance 
invariably attracted notice. In all he said or did he 
was a thorough gentleman — extremely kind and affa- 
ble, especially to his old pupils. His conversation 
was lively and agreeable, replete with interest and 
instruction. The great kindness and good advice of 
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his revered old master will ever be remembered with 
gratitude and affection by the writer of this unworthy 
tribute to his memory. A most admirable and strik- 
ing portrait of him by Mr. Andrews, a local artist, 
was presented to the Literary Society, not long ago, 
by some of the subscribers to that institution, of 
which he had been an original member, and had sug- 
gested the formation of the library. Mr. Moises 
died March 29th, 1845, in his 83rd year. 



mumm TButnon, 

rnmnTM^^ bom in Newcastle, and educated at 
^mJ^U^ the Grammar School, from whence he 
was sent to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he 
obtained a fellowship. He was intended for orders, 
but having imbibed free-thinkmg opinions, he gave 
up his fellowship in 1796, and withdrew from the 
University. He died May 30th, 1818, in his 54th, 
year. 

He was the author of several works. 

Three Letters addresed to the Bishop of Llandaff, 
Cambridge, 1795. 

Life and Character of Buonaparte, 1804. 

Poetry for Children, 1805. 

Examination of the Pursuits of Literature. 
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Materials for thinking, 2 vols. 8vo., 1803. 

Letters on the Affairs of Spain, 1809. 

Thoughts on Politics, Morality and Literature, 
1798. 

A Vindication of Pope and Grattan. 1797. 

Treatise on the Privileges of the House of Com- 
mons : besides contributions to the periodicals of the 
day. 



Jt ]^oL^^ ^^ ^^ Gateshead in 1 770. He grad- 
uated at Trinity College, Cambridge. 
In 1799, he was appointed Chaplain and Secretary 
to the Embassy at Constantinople. During his so- 
journ in the east, he accompanied Professor Carlyle 
in his visit to the Greek monasteries ; and his name is 
also connected with the mysterious disappearance of 
the Tweddell Papers.* On their return to England* 
Lord and Lady Elgin and suite were detained pri- 
soners of war in France ; but Dr. Hunt, after a time, 
crossed the channel with Lady Elgin, in the disguise 

* A Narrative of what is known respecting the literary remains 
of the late John Tweddell, by Philip Hunt, L.L.D^ formerly Chap- 
lain to nis excellency the Earl of Elgin, Ambassador Extraordinary 
at Constantinople, &c. London, 1816. pp. 47* 
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of her livery servant. He afterwards went to Ireland 
as Secretary to the Duke of Bedford, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and, had the ministry remained in office, would 
have been an Irish Bishop. *From 1 798 to 1833 he 
held the Rectory of S. Peter's, Bedford ; and was an 
active magistrate. In 1831 he was presented to a 
Prebendal stall at Canterbury, and soon after re- 
signed his living in Bedford, on being presented to 
the Vicarage of Aylsham, in Norfolk, where he died, 
September 17, 1838. 




3[onatiian CiQaltoni D.D. 

t« Walton was the last surviving son of 
Nicholas Walton, Esq., of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, many years Receiver for the Greenwich Hos- 
pital estates, and was bom at Famacres in the parish 
of Lamesley, and county of Durham, on the 7th of 
October, 1774. He received his early education at 
Queen Elizabeth^s Grammar School, Newcastle, under 
the two Moises\ uncle and nephew, for both of whom 
he always retained feelings of affectionate regard. 
At Trinity College, Cambridge, where he graduated 
BA. 1796, M.A. 1799, and subsequently B.D. and 
D.D., he contracted lasting friendships with several 
men of worth and eminence, amongst whom may be 
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partiodarized the learned and respected Dr. Words- 
worth, recently deceased, to whom Dr. Walton dedi- 
cated two volumes of excellent sermons published in 
1822. His first curacy was Gosforth, within the 
vicarage of Newcastle, from whence in 1802 he was 
preferred to the Bectory of Birdbrook along with 
which for sometime he held also the curacy of Bidge- 
well, the adjoining parish. His long residence and 
useful labours amongst them had endeared him to 
his parishioners, whilst his zeal in the furtherance of 
every pious and charitable work which tended to pro- 
mote the glory of Gkxl and the good of the Church 
had gained for him the respect and esteem of all the 
neighbourhood. As Bural Dean, an office for which 
from his judgment and experience he was admirably 
qualified, he was the channel of communication be- 
tween the Bishop and the clergy in his Deanery, and 
annually visited the several parishes within his juris- 
diction, inquiring into the state of the churches and 
parsonage houses. His own parsonage and church 
were not neglected ; on both he laid out considerable 
sums in repairs and improvements, which shew his 
excellent sense and judicious taste. He restored the 
chancel in his church to its pristine state, opening 
out windows, which the barbarism of a former age 
had either wholly or partially blocked up, and fitting 
it with stalls after the original pattern. Besides the 
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sermons already alluded to, Dr. Walton was the 
author of a small volume, published in 1833, contain- 
ing two sets of Lenten Lectures upon the Doctrine of 
Repentance, as set forth in the Gospel, and as illus- 
trated in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. In 1 84?2, 
he also published ' The glory of the latter house,' a 
sermon preached shortly after the consecration of S. 
John's Chagel, Cornish Hall End, in the erection of 
which upon the confines of his own parish, he had 
taken considerable interest. Dr. Walton''s manner 
of preaching was earnest and imprsssive, and his 
style was characterized by simplicity and clearness, 
whilst his matter was excellent, and in strict accord- 
ance with the doctrines of the Church of England. 
Dr. Walton died, April 20th, 1846. By his will 
he has bequeathed oS'lOO. to the Clergy Orphan So- 
ciety ; <^100. to the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge ; oS'lOO. to the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign parts; <^100. to the 
Charity for the Essex Clergy; ^^10. to the poor of 
Birdbrook ; <^100. to the Trustees of the district 
Church of S. John, for the repairs of the Church ; 
and to the Rev. John Russel Stock, minister of S. 
John's and to his successors, such books out of his 
library, as he may consider necessary to form a 
foundation for a useful library iu his study. 
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^|mI9&0 third son of Joshua Greenwell, Esq., of 
^^■^ Kibblesworth, in the county of Durham. 
He entered the Army in 1801, as Ensign in the 45th, 
and served continually with that regiment until 1827, 
when he retired on half-pay. During this period he 
served in South America, and in the* Peninsula, 
where, except on two occasions, he was present in all 
the battles, and in one or other of the actions, re- 
ceived wounds in almost every part of his body. In 
1831 he was appointed Commandant at Chatham, 
which office he vacated in 1837. This veteran officer 
died at his house, in London, November 11, 1844, 
aged 63. By his will he has left the sum of 6^1500. 
in trust that the interest be annually expended in 
the purchase of fuel and clothiug for the poor in his 
native parish of Lamesley. 



We may here notice, Lt.-Gen. Sir Geo. Airey, 
K.C.H., Col. of the 39th regiment who died at Paris, 
Feb. 18, 1833; having entered the army in 1779: 
also, Lt.-Col. Sleigh, who entered the army in 1775, 
and died at Stockton-on-Tees, Feb. 13, 1825, retain- 
ing, until the last, his taste for classical studies ; also, 



43 

Major-Gren. Sir Ed. Blakeney, G.C.B., K.C.H., com- 
mander of the forces in Ireland; and Major-Q«n. 
Sir Henry Askew, O.B., one of the Waterloo heroes, 
both of whom are still living. 
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